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Belgian IM resigns over 
deportee’s death 

- Belgium’s Lnierior minister 
i«.gncd Sa^y over die death of a Nigerian womi 
who dii^ after i»lice med to subdue her during her 
^tiaiion ite Belgian news agency mponed. LZ 
Tobback said he was sieppmg down from office Belea 
report^ A spokesman for the interior minisny cciild n« 
un^ely confirm^ repoa saying he is .siill waiting 
to be foimaUy notified by his .superiors. TTie Socialist 
minister, who is also vice-premier, had announced his 
plans to resign Fnday but was asked by the centre-left 
coalioon government to reconsider hi.s decision until Sat- 
urday. Tobback’s decision came after he learned that one 
of the two policemen who had tried to subdue Semira 
Adamu had already been punished by the police force 
la.st year for repeatedly kicking an asvlum seeker 
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Iran names envoy to Britain 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran's foreign ministry 
spokesman Mahmoud Mohammadi has been appoint- 
ed ambassador to Britain, a newspaper reported Sat- 
urday. Iran and Britain agreed Thur^y to exchange 
arabassadots for the firsi time sincS 1989, when ties 
were ruptured after Iran's late supreme leader con- 
demned British author Salman Rushdie to death over 
his novel "The Satanic Verses.” The upgi^e in diplo- 
matic relations came after Iranian Foreign Minister 
Karaal Kharazi said Thursday that his government 
had no intention of carrying out the sentence against 
Rushdie. Mohammadi was appointed as Iran's charge 
d'affaires to Britain last month, but had not yet taken 
up the position. The Iran News said he will assume bis 
new post as ambassador "soon.” 
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In Tarawneh’s first press conference: 

‘Jordan seeks 
establishment of 
Palestinian state’ 
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By AUa A. Toukan 

AMMAN — EMme Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh warned Satuiday that iml«g 
pogiess is mad^ in the peace process by 
May 1999. the declaration of an inde- 
pen^nt Palesdnian stale could be one 
option avalaUe to the Palestinian 
NatkHialAuthcaily. 

After May 4, at which dme the Oslo 
peace aoooids ex{^, "all options wiU 
be open, including die decla^on of a 
Palestinian state,” Taiawneh told mem- 
ben cf the press in his fist press conj^- 
encesincehedinched64votesofc(XI- 
ft^ooe in the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment on Thursday. 

‘'The Jordanian position seeks the 
estaUishment of a Palestinian state on 
Palestinian national soil,*' Tarawneh said 
in lespCMise to a questiem on the King- 
dom's stand n^anding Pales tinian {Resi- 
dent Yasser Aiaftit’s intentiem to declare 
an indqieDdent state asxx May. 

*^di great i^ret, Israeli stmements 
claim that [die declafkkm of a stale] is a 
‘unilateral aoion.' But over the past few 
years all we have seen is unflateral 
action on the parted Israel,'' he said, urg- 
ing the U5. admmisiration to press the 
Jewish state to accept the American 
peace proposals. 

But Torawndi stressed that die U5. 
imtiatiw ‘Is not just aboiA de 13 per 
cent,” isradi troop withdrawal fiom the 
^VS^st Bank. He noted that the issues of a 
Palestinian aiiptxt and industria] zone, 
anong odier dungs mentiooed in die 


American proposals, have 3 «t to be 
implemenied. 

The prime rniiusier said he win leave 
for Washington next week to urge the 
U.S. admirtistradem "in the Uuntest of 
terms" to facilitate Jordanian trade widi 
the West Bank and Ckiza Strip, until now 
hindered by Israeli restiictiais. despite 
signed agreemems among all sides. 

Jordan's altiliiy to trade vrith the Pales- 
tinians is crucial to harnessing domestic 
support for the unpopular peace proc^ 
which Jordanians fed has been pursued 
at die expense of ties with Arab states, 
and has brought no significant econom- 
ic benefit to compensate for these dam- 
aged relations. 

Jordan intends to “pen^rate Israel’s 
[economic] sege on the Wfest Bank and 
the Gaza Strip," Taravmeh said. 

'"Vfi are now aimed with an agree- 
ment widi the Palestinians <m dv move- 
ment of goods, customs, and border 
measures," he said, lefening to a deal 
reached over a week ago by the Hi^is 

Jnrriantan-Palesrininn CommiOee tO 

include 88 new axomodities in the list 
of products exdianged between die two 
sid^. 

Asked about the demand 53 
deputies in the 80-seai Lower House a( 
P^ament that Jordan hah noaoalisa- 
tiOQ widi Israel Tarawndi said the King- 
dom has an intermuional commitment to 
its fbur-year-dd peace treaty, adding dial 
there is roexn for utilising Jordan's t^ 
widi the Jewish state to serve other 
peace tracks. 



Tarawneh: We are serious 
about fighting corruption 


Prime Minister Fayex Taratvnehy on Saturday, addresses his first news 
conference since taking office on Aug. 20 (AP photo) 


He added that the govemment will 
address people's complaints that the 
“peace dhtideods" have Med to materi- 
alise. 

hi response to die demand by 47 
deputies that the Kingdom (fistegard the 
United Nations embargo on Iraq, 
Tarawndi said such a move would,geo- 
erate reaetk^ by die miematiooal com- 
munity diat Amman may not be able to 


cope with. 

"We have succeeded in bypassing the 
embargo under the prot^l which 
dlows us to take oil fiom. and export 
goods and services to Iraq," he noted 

Tarawneh said if Iraq is violating UJ<I. 
resolutions (on inspections of weapons 
of mass destiuetton). as reports indicate. 
‘It would be a catastrophe for the emre 
r^oa" 


By Amy Henderson 

AMMAN — Prime Minister 
Fuyez Tarawneh yesterday 
said ofiBcial comiption is not a 
wides|xead phenomenon in 
the Kingdom’s cumbeisonte 
bureauci^, but that his cabi- 
net was serious about fighting 
graft wherever it was found 

"[My government] warns to 
be serious about fighting cor- 
lupdon," said Tarawneh, 
^leaking to members of d^ 
press yesterday. "But we 
believe that most of our 
130JXX) civil servants are 
cleaa” 

During last week’s vote of 
confidents. Tarawneh’s 23- 
man cabinet secured 64 ‘yeas’ 
fiom the Lower House. Dur- 
ing three days of debate lead- 
ing up to the vote, legislators 
indicated during their qieech- 
es that conupdon. nepotism 
and bloated bureaucracy were 
among their most prominent 
concerns. Tarawneh in turn 
fxomised that the government 
would take all measures to 
jxevent conuption and pursue 
ihecofTupL 

However; be said yesteiday 
that there was do ofiftcially 
aiticulated mechanism 
through which to tackle the 
probl^ 

‘These cases are exceptions, 
not the rule... they take di&r- 
ent forms. Cormpdon can be 
moral financial cr adnoiriisira- 
tive" he said "Therefore, we 
fight it where we find it" 

Minister d[ Information 
Nasser Judeh earlier this 


mraith reported tb^ the anti- 
coTuption squad a unit within 
the General Inielligeoce 
Depoitment, had saved the 
treasury JDW mUlioQ between 
1996 and June of diis year 
afterinvestigating 6(J5 cases of 
eexTuption after which 336 
people were referred to court 
Acooiding to Judeh, a number 
of those cases in\'oIved 
en^oyees woiking for the 
public sector and cases of 
weapons smuggling, embez- 
zlement and fotgeiy. Another 
case involved embezzlement 
at the Jcxdan Teleccxmnuzuca- 
QOO& Company. 

However, the government 
does not yet appear willing to 
expose those accused of cor- 
luptioQ up to public scrutiny. 

“We can't always declare 
what these actions [we take 
against other people] an?.” said 
Tarawneh. "We are not in the 
business of sJandering peo- 
ple.” 

Ttanqiaiency International 
an mternational NGO consist- 
ing of business personalities, 
officials and academics 
around the world woridng to 
mobilise civil society to 
demand accountabOiiy, last 
week ranked Jordan the 38tfa 
least corrupt country out of 85 
countries surveyed in its ‘Cor- 
nqitioD Pero^ons Index 
iCPD. 

In the survey, the least cor- 
rupt country was Denmark, 
wMe the most comipi was 
Cameroon. Tbe only Arab 
counuy with a better record 
was Tlmisia. which ranked 


33id The CPI’s methodolQg}’ 
draws on several renowned 
sources to evaluate the level of 
comqition, but also acknowl- 
edges that it may well "not 
fiilly csqxuie imponam recent 
ano-comiption actions in 
countries..." and that the CPI 
“is not an base for 

historical conqxvisons.” 

An official recently told tbe 
Jordan Times diat the govern- 
ment does ay to fight com^ 
tion, but that this "is limited to 
financial coniption — txibes 
and income tax f raud *' 
“Admimstranve canqitiOD 
is not considered to a large 
extent," the official 
"Our new laws are good, but 
they dexi't minimise tbe lati- 
tude for inteipretatioD of tbe 
law to the guy at the bonona. 
so we see employees at lower 
levels... inaldng deciaons that 
aren’t really his to malc^ This 
is a fotm of ccMTUption and I 
believe the most cotmixm 
form in tbe countiy.” 

Fexeign investers also 
leoentiy said that tile poor eco- 
nomic simaticn and poac 
woddng ctxiditions encourage 
corruption at lower levels of 
tbe civfl service. 

"[Gvil service] enqiloyees 
are poorly paid and ^ve an 
anti-busmess aninidt> They 
are suspicious of the private 
sector and. I believe, in a way 
jealous.” said one. w4k> 
requested anonymity. ‘There- 
fore. die only way around tbe 
system is to [use smaO-ome 
bribes] to get things done." 
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Despite U.S.-lsraeli opposition: 
Palestine gets ‘observer’ status at IAEA 

IAEA drops resolution on Israel 


VIENNA (AFP) — The Intema- 
ocnal Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) general asseroUy decid- 
^ overnight to cbop a r^utioa 
filed 1:^ Arab ^>es on Isiaers 
‘^lear ci^iabilities and threaL" 

The lesdutioD which had nra 
been on the agenda of the general 
assembly since die b^inning of 
the decade, was revived this year 
by die Arab states. 

The lesolution called on Israel 
“tbe cniy state in the Middle East 
K^ioQ that is not party to die 
treaty on tbe Nbn-f¥oliferaiioD of 
Nudear weapons fTNP]. to 
a c cede to it without ftalber delay. 
Not develop, produce, test or oth- 
erwise acquire nuclear weapons 
and to renounce possesaon of 
raclear weapons, and to place all 
ks unsafegiorded nuclei facili- 
ties under ftiU-scc^ IAEA safe- 
guads." 

Tbe ddegntes also gave up 
plans to vote a resolution on 
"^^ilicatioa of IAEA safeguards 
in the Nfiddle East” vriiidi also 
mentioned Israel. Instead, they 
adqiled a similady-worded text 
ali^y adc^ited last year which 
made no reference to Israel 

Israel which has never officially 


adiTuned havtii^ nudear 
weapons, agreed in August to 
negotiate a hdt to the production 
oi fissile material on cooditioo it 
was not foroed lo submit to 
inflections of its nuclear installa- 
tions. 

For moe than 30 years. Israel 
has bad a nuclear plant capable of 
producing pduuxnum required for 
malting nuclear wet^<ons. Foreign 
experts believe Israel has between 
100 and 200 nudear waibeads 
wfaidi can be mourned on ballistic 
missiles. 

The draft lesolution which had 
been put to the general assembly 
was signed b>' Algeria, Saudi Ara- 
bia, Egypt, the United Arab Eou- 
tales, Iraq, Libya, Jordan, Kuwait. 
Lebanon. Mexxxxo, Qatar, Syria, 
■Stll^an- Tunisia and Yemen. 

The signatories .said all Arab 
had signed the TNP and 
considered that ‘Israel continues 
to defy the international commu- 
nity Ity reftisti^ to become a pony 
to the tteaty." They said they were 
"gra^Tly concenied about the 
nuclear amiabilities of Israel and 
the threat posed by' it to peace and 
security in the r^oa" 

Israel meanwhile, rejected the 


text as "archaic." 

“Israel has never threatened any 
of Its nei^dxMits nor has it acted 
in defiance (/inionational nomis. 
In feet. Israel has deaKOSttaied 
exen^lary setf-iesiraini commeo- 
suime with the sensitivity of the 
nuclear donMi, even during 
these testing times,” die Israeli 
delegate told the genaal assem- 
bly. 

Earlier the general assembly 
vxxed to admit "Palestine” as an 
observer The IAEA general 
assembly voted by 80 votes to 
two (l9^ and the Untied States) 
to give F^lesdnians "die right to 
partidpeie in fee general ddate. 
and die sesrions of the IAEA gen- 
eral conf e ren ce and die inieiiia- 
tional conferences convened 
under fee au^iices of the IAEA” 

Four counoies: fR^and, Roma- 
nia, Lithuania and Uruguay, 
abgained. 

The geoeral assembly also 
voted a resolution condenming 
nuclear tests carried out earin' 
this year by India and Fakisian. 

At the end of a debate begun in 
the afternoon and which went on 
fir longer than scheduled, the 
assembly adopted this resolution 


by 44 votes in favour, two gainst 
(India and Pakistan) and 43 
abstenticxis, including Fiance. 
Britain and the United States. 

In its resdutioa the IAEA 
assembly expressed “grave con- 
cern over a^ strongly deidores 
die nuclear tests conducted in 
Soudi Asia in May 1998." 

It also urged the five nuclev 
powers (United States, Britain, 
Hance, Rusria arid Giina) to "ful- 
fil dieir coromitmerUs relating to 
nudear disannament-. with die 
ultimate go«l of rfimi namg fecse 
weqrons." 

The assend^ riammed the 
iia^ deciaon in August to sus- 
pend its cooperation w^ dte 
IAEA saying it ‘'Constitutes a 
totally unaccqxable contraven- 
tion of its obligation under the rel- 
evant Security Council resolu- 
tions." 

Rsgardii^ Nocdi Korea, the 
assonbly on Frid^ expressed its 
"dei^ conoeni ova* the oontinu- 
ing oon-coinpUance of die OPRK 
[Democratic People’s Rqiubtic of 
Korea] widi the lAEA-DPRK 
safeguards agreement and 
upoa die DPRK to cornply fully 
with diat safi^uards agreentenL" 


Arafat: We trust our friends to support 
our declaration of Palestinian state 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — Yasser 
Arafat, previewing what be is expected 
to tell world leaders at tbe United 
Nations on Monday, has reiterated 
plans to declare a Palestinian state in 
May despite Israeli objections. 

Just Tbursday, Israefi Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu warned that a 
unilateral statehood declaradon would 
lead to a “complete collapse” of 
Mideasi peacemaking. 

The Palestinian leer's comments, 
during a Friday stopover in Belgium on 
his way to New York, came while 
efforts were being made to close a deal 
oo a West Bank troop withdrawal. In a 
briefing with Israeli reporters in New 
York, Netanyahu formally confirmed 
fot the first time that he was ready to 
accept a U.S. proposal to withdraw 
fiom 13 per cent of tbe West Bank. 

Agreement, Israeli officials said, 
could be a few weeks away. 

Until now. only Netanyahu's aides 
have said Israel was willtog to accept 
the U.S. proposal, with some strings 
attached. 

Araftit said he would prefer a negoti- 
ated settlement with Israel by May 4, 
the deadline set in the Oslo peace 
tK;cords for a final agreemenL But after 
that date, he said he would make use of 
his "sacred right” to declare statehood 
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

**Wt will look with hope and trust to 
our fiiends and peace-loving nations of 
the international community to support 
tbe Palestinian people in their declara- 


tion of an independent state on May 4, 
1999," he said in a Liege. Belgium, 
speech distributed by tbe Palestinian 
news agency WAFA. 

Netanyahu told tbe Associated Press 
Television News (APTN) on Friday 
that a unilateral declaration is worri- 
some because "if you say a state, a state 
has all tbe powers.” Limits first must be 
defined, be said. 

"Essentially, 1 believe they should 
have all the power to govern them- 
selves and none of the powers to threat- 
en us — and that's a balance that can 
only be struck by silting down opposite 
one another.” be said. 

Addressing Israeli fears, Arafat also 
said tbe state would seek peaceful rela- 
tions with its neighbours and would not 
react to provocations unless its security 
or vital interests were harmed. 

In Israel Arafat's call prompted 
demands that Netanyahu break off the 
troop withdrawal negotiations. TWo 
Israeli cabinet ministers, Shaul 
Yahalom and Rafael Eitan, also said 
that if Arafat declares statehood. Israel 
must annex areas of the West Bank and 
Hara Still under its control. 

Tbe United States has been Dying to 
persuade tbe Palestinians to delay a 
declaration of statehood. Palestinian 
and U.S. officials close to tbe talks on a 
West Bank troop withdrawal confirmed 
in Jerusalem th^ the issue has come up 
as a bargaining chip. 

Israeli officii in New York, mean- 
while, said a deal on a long-awaited 


West Bank troop pullback is possible 
within two or thm weeks. 

A meeting with Arafat, Netanyahu 
and U.S. President Bill Clinton was 
being considered for next week in 
Washington, but the Israeli prime min- 
ister told AITN that be was ’‘not sure 
we're ready for a three-way meeting.” 
Palestinian willingness to riisrns< mak- 
ing part of the land a nature reserve is 
tbe reason for the optimism, Israeli offi- 
cials in New York told tbe Associated 
Press on condition of anonymity. 

Shivi Isman, spokeswoman foe 
Israel’s U.N. .Ambassador Dore Gold, 
would say only that Israel is ‘Very 
hopeful” and that whai is needed now 
is Palestinian cooperation. 

"We feel that there’s an opportunity 
here. We’re trying to get to an agree- 
ment in the next few weeks." Isman 
said. 

U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright conveyed to Netanyahu on 
Wednesday the Palestinian willingness 
to consider a nature reserve, the offi- 
cials said. 

Netanyahu told APTN that neither 
side would be able to build on the 
nature reserve, which would amount to 
three per cent of the 13 per cent under 
discussion. *^e could be assured they 
don't build there, they could be assured 
that we don't build there. That’s a veiy 
good concept," he said. 

Israel has complete authority over 
one-third of Gaza and 70 per cent of the 
West Bank. 


Arafat’s drive to declare Palestinian state fraught with risk 


By Laura King 
Assodated Press 

GAZA CITY — There's no such place as 
l^alesdne. L^ally and difrfomatically, it does- 
n't exist In the eyes of the wodd, if not the 
^^Blestman people, it’s a would-be country, a 
stale of nrind, a nation in waiting. 

Now, Yasser Arafat says that wait is nearly 
ctvec 

In a speech to die UJ4. General Assembly 
A Moodty, tbe Palesdnian jxesideot is 
posed to make his boldest yet to lutn 
sttttdiood dreams to lealhy a scant seven 
fiom DOW. 

Fn* marry Mwaininns — furious about 

^inlled peace D^otiations widi Israel and des- 

poaie over feeir ever-wtxsening econrauc 

tfigln--- even ft perilous step like this is bet- 

fa* ifaanleawi ^ matter s as rivty stand 
Tt’s dme, it’s time;” said Abed Absi, 33, 
^'ho niQs a hole-in-the-wall garment factory 


in evie of Gaza City's ^sawting refugee 
camps. "Look around — even if we lose 
everything, what is it ihai we really loseT' 
Arafht has said for monihs barring 

someriegodadiiglftealahrou^diel^alestini- 

oris w-ere likety to prodaim smtehood as soon 
as tbe interim Oslo peace accords — 
on May 4, 1 999, acxxrnling to dte Palesdnian 
inierptetadoa 

Even if what be says oi Monday doesn't 
differ greatly fiom previous Palcstii^ state- 
ments, the setting dramatically raises the 
stakes. 

Until now. such talk largely has been 
x'iewed here as a Palesdnian bargaining tac- 

oc, rncam to pnxi Israel into rnoving ahead 

with longHklayed troop puDbads. 

But a direct appeal by Arafat for interna- 
tional support for an independeiu Palesdne 
— delivered fiom centre sU^ at die United 

Nations— carries for nmre syrnbolic Wright 

And it comes only four days after Israeli 


Prime Minister BenyainiD Netanyahu used 
his own qipeaiance before the w(^ body to 
deliver a Uunt wanting to tbe P^estinkuis: 
Don’t do h. 

"Such actions will inerii^ily prrvnpt uni- 
laieral responses on our part," Netanyahu 
said Thursday. 

Israd hasn’t said publicly vhat its reaction 
vtoukl be, but possibfe stqs include annexa- 
tim of Bank and Strip land sdfl 
under us control plus an eccxiomic boycott of 
the fledglii^ state. 

Thoe is also considerable risk of viokra 
confioQiaixxL Tlte rnOitaiy esttdtiishrnerits 
both rides — in veiled but unmistak^le lan- 
guage — have adtoowledged dity are 
preparing for the possdtility of all-out war- 
fare. 

Tbe Palestinians know (bty are hopdesriy 
ou^urmed, but cake every oppeatunhy to 
rerrtind Isiad that an impassioned p^ular 
iqmsirig cat stand i^) to overwhelntingntili- 


cary superiority. The intifada, they stty, proved 
tiiaL 

"Vife will fight to defoid our sole and exis- 
tence by all means available." Palestinian 
imelligence chief Antin A1 (findi said last 
week. 

Despite die dangers, the looming riiow- 
down already could be belong to break die 
kng deadlock in Israeli-f^lesditian n^otia- 
tions. 

it may be [to coinckfence that fee only real 
moventeni In months comes as the Palestini- 
ans aggiessivety press thrir statehood cause: 
Netanyahu on Friday fccmaily confintied for 
the firs time be was ready to accept a U.S. 
prc^osal for Israel to wiihitetw fiom an addi- 
tioT^ ] 3 per cent of die Bank. 

Both sides have reoscBis far wanting to 
abandon the Oslo accords, aod the statehood 
quarrel could provide a pretext for ibaL 

Netanyahu has otiy gtnd^gly accepted 
ihe commitment to tile Oslo accords iiiade by 


Mfite Miniaer Yitzhak Rabin, and dte Pales- 
tinians have an but gi\’ea up hope it cai fur- 
ther their cause. Sticking with the process 
also has eroded Arafat's street credtltility. 

A wfid card in the statehood manoeuvring 
is Hamas, the Islamic group tha qiposes any 
peace with Israel and has kiUed scores of 
laaelis in suicide bombings. 

Hamas says any qatrfiiwi declaradon that 
icoounced claims to aU of fxesent-day Israel 
would be unacceptable, but tbe group’s spiii- 
tual leader. Sheikh Ahmad Yassin, Pries- 

tiniang shouldn’t fight anioog dtemselves 
rixxitiL 

“Our eoeory wants our Palestinian natico 
to have a civi] war,” he told a Hamas rally in 
Gaza oa Tbuisday. But money, not politics, 
could prove the greatest divisve force. Pales- 
tinian planners hope fonnal statehood will 
bctostfraeignaidandinvesangiLbutconup- 

tion and lack of accountaitility in Arafiu's 
Palesdnian National Authority (PNA) 


already m^ have oooled entburiasm. 

And statehood that faded to Ixing sbouL 
real change in people's daily lives could be 
diaDusioniiig. and thus dangerous. Thar 

alreacty can be sees in Gaza, vriiich hu been 

self^uled sinoe mid-1994. 

*‘VViifa statehood, it'll be just 13s khas hm i 
so for with the PNA — onfyafewwill seethe 
fruits, and the rest of us keep grf&nng » 
Gaza labourer TaysirHamman said. 

Aiafot's personal ^enda also could play a 
rigruficaru part in the lajgcr pcfitiral dii^ 
Ageing arxlalmg, be has devoted iTwst of 
bis life to the Palesdrtian stardnod stmggle, 
and those close to him say he is driven 
profourxl emotimal desire to preride over die 

NrtfaofanatiofL 

pubhc support for Mw state- 
hood^ tore irn, unable to hai down 

able: 

hood dmetaMe. 
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Clinton, Saudi crown prince 
talk Middle East peace 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Arabia’s Crown Prince Abdul- 
lah on Friday offiaed 1^ “full 
support” for U.S. eflforts to 
reinvigorate the Middle 
peace process as President Bill 
Cinton prepared to meet 
Israeli and Palestinian leaders 
next week. 

ClincoQ and other U.S. offi- 
cials, seetdng Arab support for 
u peace push in the region, 
spelled out Washington's 
hcpes Ibr a partial accord dur- 
ing meetings with Prince 
Abdullah. 

''Saudi Arabia expressed his 
full support for die pc^ 
efforts exerted tbe Uniied 
Stales and Saudi Arabia's v^- 
ingness to support wl^ver 
the Palestinian side agrees to in 
the service of peace.” die two 
sides said in a joint siatemeoL 

The White House 
announced Thursday that Clin- 
ton would meet Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu oa Mbn^y and 


Taleban 

claims 

further 

gain in 

central 

region 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) —The 
Taleban railita Satmday cap- 
tured another district in 
Afghani^'s central province 
of Bamiyan afkr facing mini- 
mal resistance from opporition 
troops, the Af^ian Islamic 
Press (AlP) repOTted. 

The distria of F^tt^ was 
taken as opposituxi Hezb^- 
Wahdai tro^ in die area sur- 
rendered or fled after brief 
fighting, the private infbnna- 
tion service quoted Taleban 
spokesman Waldl Ahmed as 
saying. 

Ahmad said die Islamic 
militia captured two tanks and 
a laige quantity of arms and 
ammunition. 

Hczl>e'Wabdai rqjresents 
the minority ethnic Hazara 
community of Shiite Muslims 
in Afghai^tan. 

On Friday, the Taleban mili- 
tia. compo^ mainly of ethnic 
Pashtuns. claimed to have 
taken the key district of 
Vawkowlang to extend their 
control in die central region. 

The Islamic n^tia, which 
has been consolidating its bold 
in the province sifice takiiig the 
main Bamiyan city earlier this 
month, controls n^y 90 po*- 
cent of AfghanistaiL 

Last month Taleban forces 
overran the notbem oppos- 
tion bastion of Mazar-e-Sharif. 


PIU^’ER TIMES 
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CHURCHES 


■ St. Mary of Nazareth Qinrch 
Swofieh.Tel. 5920740 
! AsemUies of God Church TeL 

' 4632785 

i Sl Joseph Church Tel. 4634590 
I Terra Sancta Cbuxdi TeL 


Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat later next week to try to 
break an 18-montb impasse 
over a new Israeli troop witfa- 
drawaL 

Prince Abdullah, the 74- 
year-old balf-lxotber to King 
Fabd, be^ a worid tour last 
week mdi visits k> Britain and 
Pracioe. It is his first rnajor trip 
to tbe VkSL since 1987. 

Tbe joint statement said 
CliDtoa and Pritice Abdullah 
also discussed Iraq, widi both 
sides expiesang their concern 
at the Ira^ govonment’s deci- 
sion to suspend cooperation 
with United Natirais arms 
inspectors. 

Saudi Arabia, tbe world's 
biggest oil producer and an 
inpoftant U.S. ally, p^yed a 
key role in the cation diat 
drove invadmg Inup forces out 
of Kuwait in 1991. 

But like other le^ooal 
states, it has been reluctant to 
take an £^gressive stand 
against Iraqi I\«sident Saddam 


Hussct in recent years. 

The prince's visit also coin- 
cides a flare-up of tension 
between Iran and Ai^ianistaa 
after ffie killing ^ the Afghan 
Taleban of Iranian diplomats 
tiueateoed to erupt into ccn- 
flkt 

Clinten and Prince Abdullah 
called on Iran and A^haoistan 
to resolve their dififeieoces by 
peaceful means and expressed 
siqpoit for efforts by the U.N. 
and tbe Organisation of Islam- 
ic Conference to resolve the 
issue. 

The joint statement also cov- 
ered U.S.-Saudi agreement on 
international effixts to combat 
terrorism, condemnation of the 
situation in Kosovo, and con- 
cern over recent nuclear testing 
m India and PakistaiL 

Tbe statement mad e only 
pasang reference to dH and 
energy topics. Earlier this 
week, the WTnte House said 
U.S. officials would not pres- 
sure Hince Abdullah m open 


Saudi Arabia's eneigy secax to 
more foreign investneoL 

The joint stetement isued 
after the prince's meeting wufa 
Oiotoa said they had agreed 
on “die need ID continue coop- 
eration to enhance trade 
investmeot between the two 
countries.” 

-The two sides strewed tbe 
impoitance of the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia in the v^d oil 
market and the Unked States 
rraeiated its reco^tioc oi die 
Kingdcxn of Saudi Arabia as a 
secure and reliable supplier of 
energy resounres. epedlalJy to 
die United States.” it said. 

Saudi Arabia holds about 
262 biflion baoels of oil equal 
to a quarter of the wtxid's 
proven crude reserves, and is a 
key dl siqplier to fee Unheri 
States. 

On Saturday, U.S. dl com- 
pany executives ^ meet with 
Abduflafa and the issue 
of foreign investment is ceraiin 
to be raised. 


Albright wins pledge of free 
and fair elections in Algeria 
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IRANIAN SOLDIERS MARCH IN TEHRAN: Iranian troops armed with AK-47 i^es march during a military 
parade Saturday in Ikhran. Iranian Defence Minister Aii Sbamkhaoi said Iran will b^in m i l ita r y manoeuvres 
with 270,000 soldiers on the Afghan border within tbe week fReuters photo) 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright woo 
assurances Friday from ba 
Algerian counterpart that 
upccxning preside^al elec- 
tions in fee strife-tool noth 
A^can countiy will be free 
and fair, a senior official said. 

Foreign Minister Ahmed 
Atraf “was clear-cut in his 
r-nmfnimiftnt in dial regard.” 
said tbe offidal who attended 
die meeting. 

It was Albright's first meet- 
ing wife the Algerian foreign 
minister, whose risit bm 
came weeks after President 
Liamine Zeroual anooiuiced 
he was stepping down and 
called for early presidential 
electioDs by Fdxi^. 

During the talks, Albright 
hij^gbted tbe importance- 


with which the United States 
views the elections following 
years of violence pitting 
Islamic groups and Zeroual’s 
military-backed govenimeoL 

“They spent some time tfis- 
cussing dte need for free and 
fair (residential elections in 
Algeria,” said the ofiBciaL 
who asked not to be named. 

“We wib be watching that 
process evolve very careful- 
ly,” be added. 

Attaf also told Albright diat 
fee Algerian government was 
committed to “greater trans- 
parency” and feat visits by 
foreign officials to tbe coun- 
try would be welcomed, 
according to fee U.S. offidal. 

Allxight found this pledge 
to be a “very positive dcvel- 
Oixnent,” he added. 

But in Algerian Ambas- 


sador to the United States 
Ramtane Lamamra told AFP 
that Attaf had stressed that the 
invitation of intem^onai 
observers for fee vote 
remained to be seen. 

Atiaf rold Aftri^ that “tbe 
coosultations that President 
Zeroual wiD have soon with 
the political parties will allow 
fv a consensus to be reached 
on the practical anangement 
for free and regular elections, 
adding that the invitation of 
foreign observers wQI then be 
discuss^” 

Violence in Algeria has 
claimed more than 70,000 
lives — dvilian and military 
— since 1992, according so 
estimates by western 
observers. The official casual- 
ty toll in Algeria stands at 
around 25.000: 


‘Algerian rebel leader 
turns himself in’ 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


U^. Afghan oivoy to Tdiran 


ALGIERS (AP) — A young 
leader of a feared Islamic rebel 
group called “The Phalanx of 
Deafe” has turned hiinself in to 
pdice in western Algeria, a 
newpaper lepocted Saturday. 

Abroad Khelif. the 17-year- 
oid jdnt leader of the “Katib^ 
A1 Mout” group, allied to the 
Armed Islamic Group, is 
accused by authorities of carry- 
ing c4Jt hundreds of massacres 
of viliagers this year in ^^^stem 
Algeria. 

The newpaper La Tribune 
said Khelff turned himself in on 
Thuisday in Mascara. 4(X) Idlo- 
metres west of Algiers. 

There were no further details, 
but a government source, who 
reque^xj anoi^im^. con- 
fiiiDed the report 


His group is one of five rebel 
groups waging a battle wife 
army troops in fee Saida moun- 
Qins. 440 kSomenes souihwesl 
of fee capital 

The fi^iting has lasted two 
weeks. There have been no 
reports of deaths. 

An estimated 7SJ000 people 
have died in Algeria during a 
six-year blamic insurgency 
spadtedbydie 1992 annulment 
of l^jslative electicns in which 
fee now-banned Islamic Salva- 
tion Pont was heading for vic- 
tory. 

Earlier this week, authorities 
said 12 pec^ died and 20 
were injured in three bombings 
and clashes between fee army 
and Islamists across tbe coun- 
try.- 


UNTIED NATIONS (AP) —The UN. chiefs special envpy for 
Afghanistan wiD travel to Iran. Paldstan and dsewbere in fee 
n ynp next week in an aneropt to ease teotioos between Iifei and 
A^hamstan's Taleban militia, a pokesman said Pdday. The 
envcy, Lakhdar Ibrahin^ leaves 3 for Tduart where he is 
expected to pend several days, spokesman Bed Eckbard said. He 
is also expected to virit Islamabad, but the rest of his agenda has- 
n't been determined. His trip was endorsed Monday by leprese^ 
lahwx of eight nations who are following tbe situation in 
Afghanistan and met ai the United Nations on tbe sidelines of fee 
Groeral Assembly. 


‘No Al^ian nationalily for Ben Laden’ 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Afghanistan's ruling Tald»n militia cn 
Saturday denied reports that it had given Saudi teirodst supect 
Osama Ben Laden Afghan nationality. 'No, this is a lie, we have 
nor given Afghan nationally to Osama Ben Laden.''seniorTa]e- 
ban potesrnan Waldl Ahmad tokl the Aj^ghan Islamic Press (AIP) 
news agency. He was canomefiling on reports ciirulating in die 
Paldsiani and Afghan (fiplomatic communiiy that Bin Laden, who 
has been ^ven sancnBiy by fee Taleban, beccroe an Afghan. 


Sudanese national aided terrorists seeking uranium — U.S. 


11 die in three days of Algerian violence 


NEW YORK (AFP) — Feder- 
al prosecutors boe Friday 
cfaai^ a Sudanese national 
wife being a nuclear weapons 
procurer and a top official of 
fee terrorist group allegedly 
controlled by re(xited Saudi 
Islamist Osama Ben Laden. 

Mahmoud Salim. 40, arrest- 
ed in Munich. Gamany, last 
week, was named in a federal 
conplainc unsealed late Friday 
alleging murder cooptray 


and use of a wecpon of mass 
desiiuctiOTL 

In court papers that amplify 
details of Ben Laden's Islamist 
oiganisation and describe 
alleged criminal activities dat- 
back to 1992, federal offi- 
cii said Salim was a financial 
wizard who help^ arrange 
financial transactions tto 

fuelled Al (^aeda. Ben Laden's 
international caganisation. 

Prosecutors chaige that 


Salim was an influeiitia] adri- 
scx* to Ben Laden and sat m an 
Al C^aeda council called a 
“Majlis Al Sinira.” wtiidi was 
authorised to issue deafe war- 
rants against the United States 
and its allies. 

They say th^ in the early 
1990s, Ben Laden and /d 
Qae^ leaders talked about 
aoaddng U.S. forces in fee 
Horn of Africa, iochiding 
Somaha. and fescussed align- 


ing themselves wife other 
Islamist groups against the 
United States. 

Aa-oiding to tbe complaint. 
Salim made efforts to develop 
weapons for Al (^aeda and 
cfetdln components of nuclear 
weapons such as uranium. 

Funher. prosecutors charge 
that in the early I99Qs, Salim 
helped arrange for Al (Jaeda 
members to receive e.xploslves 
training from Iranians in 


Tehran as part of a holy war 
against the United States and its 
a&jes. 

Herbert Hadad, a spokesman 
for the office of U5. Anomey 
Mary Jo White, whose office is 
prosecuting tbe August 7 
bombing of tbe U.S. ^bassy 
in Nair^ said that the U.S. 
State Depamnent had begun 
extradition proceedings to 
bring Salim from Gem^y to 
New York. 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Violenoe claimed the lives of 1 1 people, 
including four civilians whose throats were slit and their bo^ 
turned, in a three-d^ period this week, fee daily Le Soird’Algoie 
retorted Saturday. The four civflian men were in two cars wfekh 
were stopped at a roadblock thrown up by suspected Islamists at 
Oued Djer. some 80 Idlometres west of Algiers. Three women 
travelling wife them were kidnapped, fee evening daity sa id- Four 
suspected Islamists were killed in a sweep by security forces Fo- 
day in Mouzaia, west of Algiere. Three alleged Islamiste were 
killed 1^ civilian rnilitia earlier in tite week at Boraki. on tbe east- 
ern omskins of the ca(»tal. 


Qadhafi criddses NATO threats 


Iraq arrests killers of senior Iranian cleric — report 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraqi authorities 
have captured the assailants who 
assassinated a seruor Sluite Iranian 
cleric in southern Iraq in Jutk. a state- 
owned Baghdad weekly said Satur- 
day. 

Al Mustaqbal said Iraq's security 


forces apprehended “fee perpetrators 
of the vicious murder of grand Ayatol- 
lah Mirza Ali Gharavi” and are inves- 
tigating the motives briiind the kilUng. 

Gharavi. 70, his son-in-law arid 
chauffeur were shot by gunmen as 
they were driving from fee Muslim 


Shiite bcrfy city of Karbala to Najaf. 
100 kilcmetres southeast of the capi- 
tal, Baghdad 

Iraq c^ginaily blamed the murder 
oa a “fmeign party.” In Iran, where fee 
Shiite clergy bold power, officials 
warned fee kiiling could hurt relations 


that were improving slightly in recent 
months. They demanded that Baghdad 
investigate the irxndenL 
The magazine gave no further 
details on fee arrests, and there was no 
immediate comment fiom Iraqi gov- 
ernment officials. 


CAIRO tAP) — Li^an leader Muammar Qadhafi has sent lettes 
to worid leaders criticising NATO's threats to use force ^ginst' 
Serbs in Kosovo, warning sudi acticn mulri itf iqri to anofeer 
“world wac” Libya's ofiSrial news agency JANA repotted (Jad- 
bafi s lener Thursday followed NATO's warning feat it would use 
foro; to end Yu^lav President Slobodan Milosevic's crackdown 
on ethnic Albanians in the province of Kosovo, the agency said in 
a report faxed Saturday to fee Associated Press in Cairo. *Tt is a 
dangensus deterioration... for the North Adantic Treaty Otgamsa- 
non (NATO) to intervene in internal trouNes of a country that is 
not” a NATO member. Qadhafi said in the leoer, which was sotf 
to leaders of Oiiha. India, Russia and Brazil. 


■IORDAN TELEVISION 

TeL 4773III-I9 
PROGRAMME TWO 
15;J0 Cartoon — The PinJc Pan- 
I ther 

■ 15:20 Conoon — The Pumpkin 
I Patch 

' 15:30 The Adventures of the 
i Black Stallion 

1 16:00 The American Chart Show 

[ 17:00 - 

118:00 Drama— Bonne E^wrance 

' 19:00 - J-e Journal 

• 19:15 French Programme — Sci- 
: ence Magazine iB»M6) 

' 19:30 —.News Headlines 

! 19:35 Life's Most Embarrassing 
Moments 

20:00 Today's Environment — 
' Secrets of Science 
; 20:30 Talk Show — Challenges 

21:00 -Drama — Renegade 

' 22:00 ....... News in Englidi 

22:30 Mini-series — FianJdes House 
23:59 -..End ofT. X. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


-.-.Fajr 

.... (Sunrise) Duha 

Dhuhr 

‘Asr 

.Maghreb 

-‘Isha 


4622366 

Ai^Bcan Church Tel. 
4624853/4624811. 

St Afiem Syrian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4771751. 

Amman InteraatioDal Church 
Tel. 5S65S97 

Gennan-qieakiDg Evangdical 
Congr^atioD Tel. 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 581 1 295 
Church of Jesus Christ Latter 
Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
St- John the Baptist at De la 
Sane CoOegelbL 5661757 
Churdi (ff tbeAnnimdatioD TeL 
4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation« Swcs- 
fiehTd 5920146 
The Uniate CathoUc Chnrcfa 
TeL 4634757 

The En^ish-Language Catholic 
Parish TeL 46141 90 
Evangelical Free Churdi Td. 
4892679 

The Baptist Church Td. 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic Churdi 
TeL 4771531 

The Armenian Orthodox 
ChiuxATeL477526I 


gradually becoming 2-3 degrees 
centigra^ above average, with 
clouds appearing at low altihides. 
and winds northwesterly to north- 
easterly moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds Mill be northerly moderate, 
and seas cal iTL 


Mia/Max. temp. 


Amman 

Aqaba. 

-1802 

.-.-23/37 

Deserts 

15/33 

23/38 

Yesterday's high lemperaturss: 
Amman 30, .Aqaba 34 Humidity 

readings: Amman 23 
Aqaba 47 percent 

per cent 

Following are fee highest temper- 
aiures expected today in tbe fol- 

lowing areas: 

25 


— -32 

UmQays 

-.31 

Madaba — 



31 

Dead Sea 




Dc IssamAanar 4890504 

Ftras pharmacy -....- 566I9I2 

Al Asenu pharmacy — ..4637QS5 
Nairoukh pharmacy ..—.4623672 
Al Solom pharmacy ......4^6730 

Yacoub pharmacy ^4644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy . — 4637660 

Najib pharmacy 5347632 

XRBID: 

Dn Mohammad Ai Shar* ?I(X^SS 

Al Quds pharmacy .( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Nalril&ffaruii ^901322 

Khalifeh pharmacy — ....-9SS4I7 


Rqnirs .4623101 

Abdalild. Repairs 5661101 

Jordan Television 4773111 

Radio Jordan 47741 1 1 

Water Authority 5680100 

J. Bectiicity Authority ...58IS6IS 

Electric Pown-Co -.463638 f 

RJ Flight Informaeion....44-53200 
QueeoAlulDtl.Airpon ...44-53200 


(09)990990 

IRBlEh 

Princexs Basina Hospital 

(02)275555 

Creek CathoBc Hospital 

- (02)272275 

fbn Al Nafees Hospital 

402)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital ...(03)314IM 


18:20 Paris (RJ) 

21:35 Franlrfiirt. Berlin flU) 

22ri)0 Vienna (RJ) 

00:50 Cairo (RJ) 


HOSPITALS 


EMERGENCIES 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


WEATHER 


Bulletin suf^Ued by the Depart- 
mem of Meteorology 
Tenqieratures are expected to rise 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Yousef Naser 47511404 

Dr. Mohammad Saymcfa 4396069 
Dr. MobBanadanKpir — 46S2693 


Fot)d Control Cenire.......46371 1 1 

Q\il Dtfore Dqpoitmcil _566 1 1 J 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

-.4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency. 199 

ResoePdice 192,4621111.4637777 

Fire Brigade... .4617101 

Blood Bank. -....4775121 

Highway Police 53434% 

Traffic ^lice .4896390 

Public Security DepL.-..4630321 
Hotel Complaints.....-...-5605800 

Price Conqjiaims J661 176 

-48974^ 

Amman Municipality Complains 

478711 

1 

Telephoite Information (diiectoty 

asistaoce) - -121 

Overseas Calls X)10230 

Central Amman Tei^hone 


AMMAN; 

The Arab centre for Hean and Special 
SiB8Bty592ll99 

The Islamic. Abdij ——.566613177 
Hu!^ Medical Centre TcL 5 856856 

Umniia ^4630195 

Khalidi Moicnuty..— .-4644281/6 

Aidleh Maieroity..- .4642441/2 

Joba] Amman Maternity .. 4642362 

Moihas. J. Amman 4636140 

Poksiine. Shmeisani .560707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital .5669131 

Univosity Hospital .5353444 

Al-Muasber Hospital ..5667227/9 

Al-Ahli.Abdali ..5664164/6 

Italian, Ai-Mubajieen ..4777101/3 

AI-Bashir. .4775111/26 

Army. Marka -..489 1611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ....560224(V50 

Aiaal Hospital 5674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital .(09)983323 
Zanqa National Hospital 

.-... (09)900560 

IbnSina Hospital — (09)986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 


FOR THE TRAVELUK 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Thiv iiformatkm is sufpUeJ Ay 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
departmera a tbe Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL (44) 
53200-5. where it should always be 
verified. Information on other flights 
can be on fdione (44) 

(52700) 


ARRIVALS 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flints 

08:05 l.amaca (RJ) 

08:30 _.-.-....-Jeddah (Rl) 

09:00 .Awnbay(RJ) 

09.*05 ..-J3hahran. Riyadh (RJ) 
09:20 ... DubaL Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
16^40 New York, Amsterdam(RJ) 

17:50 ...-.....-London (RJ) 

18:10 -..J. - Athens (RJ) 

18:10 Brussels. Rome (RJ) 

18:20 ..- .-M adrid. Geneva (RJ) 


Other Flights 

05:30 - .Tel Aviv (LA) 

07:55....- jjubai (EK) 

10i30 . — ..-....-Sanaa. TaTz (TY') 

10:30 Kuwait (KU) 

11 JO Jeddah (SV) 

ll-SO - Moscow (SU) 

I2J0 j\bu Dhabi (GFj 

14:40 Doha(QR) 

17:40 Beirut (ME) 

18:00 Paris (AF) 

19ti)0 TclAvivfLY) 

20:00 .Cairo (MS) 

22:20 Istanbul iTK) 

22:35 Lamaca(CY) 

00:15 ..Amsterdam. Beirut (KL) 

Athens, BeiruuOA) 

®l5^ Belgrade (OK) 

Rome(AZ) 

®3:I5 London (BA) 

Royal Wh^ (RW) 

09:20 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA 
and proceeding to Maka Airport 
(RW) 

09t35 -..Tel Aviv (QAIA) (RW) 
17:00 Aqaba (arriving a Marka 
Airport) 

22:25 .-Aqaba ( arri\*ing at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 


05:00 Lamaca(RJ)| 

06:30 Aqaba, Pms(RJ)j 

09:35 Jrankfint (RJ)} 

U:J 5 Rome, Vienna (RJ) 

U ;15 ..-..Tunis. Casablanca (RJ); 
U &40 AmsterdamJ 4 ewYork(RJ) 

12:20 Athens (RJ) 

12:25 J.ondoa(RJ) 

20rt)0 New Delhi (RJ)- 

20^40 JDamascus (RJ) I 

21:10 -..—Cairo (RJ) i 

21:35 Bangkok(RD | 

22>45 — ....-...-Sanaa (RJ) j 

23:00 Jeddah (RJ) I 

23:05 ..Abu DhaH Dubai (RJ) J 


23:30 ..Kuala Lumper, Jalcarta (RJ) ! 


Other Flints ' | 

06J0 _.._J^(AF)| 

06:35 ....Damascus, London (BA) | 

08:55 Abu Dhabi. Duboi(ElQ' 

UJO AlHudaidabflY)! 

Jl;45 Kuwait (KU) i 

13K)0 Jeddah (SV)i 

13:10 — ..-.-..Moscow (SU) ' 

13:25 J3oha(GF)t 


ISdO. 


...Doha 


19ri)0 -....Bemu(ME)i 

19^^5 -Tel Aviv (LY)| 

21:00 -....Cairo I 

ni.ts n . - » • - 


DEPARTURES 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
®5:00 - 34adrid (TU) 


01:15 ....Beirut. Aihstetdam(KL)< 

(J2:40 Belgrade (OW: 

02:45 . — Beirut, Athens (OA) ■ 

03K)0 Rome(AZ)I 

Royal Wings (RW) 

Q7K)0 Aqaba (fitxD Marka AiqnfO | 
(RWi I 

07rf5 -Tbl Aviv (fiom QAIA) (RW)j 
08:30 Aq^ (fiom Marita Airport) j 
(RW) !• 

20:30 — Aqaba < fen QAIA) (RW) ■ 
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‘Viagra 

approval 

awaits 

health 

ministry 

tests’ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
government will decide 
whether to register the 
male-potency drug Viagra 
in Jordan based on the 
results of tests and recom- 
meodadons by a special 
technical coniminee. 
Health Minister Nael 
Ajiouni has said. 

In a report Saturday in 
[he Arabic daily A1 Arab 
^ Al Yawm. Ajiouni was 
quoted as saying that a 
local agent has submitted 
a request for permission 
to import Viagra from the 
U.S., but the ministry 
comminee has not yet 
completed its tests. 

Ajiouni said the Health 
Ministry is subjecting 
Viagra to tests required 
for the approval of all 
drugs, and only conclu- 
sive results can help the 
committee taJee a final 
decision. 

Although Viagra has not 
been officially approved 
for sale in the country, the 
drug has been brought in 
by private citizens from 
abroad, especially the 
U.S.. where it is manufac- 
tured. 

Ajiouni said the min- 
istry must be convinced 
that Viagra will cause no 
damage to public health. 

“Should we fuid that the 
drug might harm public 
health or leave negative 
side effects, it would not 
be registered and would 
be banned in Jordan," 
Ajiouni added. 

He gave no date for a 
U decision on the drug. 

Jordan Pharmacists 
Association President 
Abdul Rahim Issa. a com- 
mittee member, said tests 
on Viagra have been 
given priority. 

Issa added that Viagra 
has reportedly helped men 
suffering from impotence, 
but the ministry has to 
determine if it can have 
side effects on users, 
especially those with 
heart conditions. 

He added that extra 
anention in testing is 
being afforded the drug in 
light of the 180 deaths 
worldwide reportedly 
connected with Viagra 
use. Issa noted that some 
committee members 
believe that Viagra must 
be maiketed in Jordan for 
two-thiee months in order 
to test its effects. 
Phannacists have said 
that if approved. Viagra is 
not expected sell for a dif- 
ferent price than in the 
(J.S., where a pill costs 
around SIO. 





PRINCESS SA^VATH HOSTS RECEPTION: HRU Princess Sarvath hosts a 
mepbOD for ofllcials who attended the Jordan National Red Crescent Society's 
oOth anmversary celebration on Thursday. From left to right; Comelio Sommani* 
ga, p^dent of the International Committee of the Red Cross, Mohammad Hadid, 
president of the Jordan Red Crescent Society, Astrld Heiberg, president of the 
IntemabonaJ Federation of Red Cross and R^ Crescent Societies, and George 
Meber, secretary general of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Sodeties (Photo by Bogfaos) 

‘Oil shale reserves in Jordan 
estimated at 40 billion tonnes’ 


AMMAN ( Petra ) — A sem- 
inar on extracting petrole- 
um from oil shale in Jordan 
opened Saturday al the Nat- 
ural Resources Auihoriry 
with the participation of 
researchers and scientists 
from the Arab World. 

Khaled Shriedeh, assis- 
tant secretary general of the 
Higher Council for Science 
and Technology, told par- 
ticipants that oil-bearing 
shale reserves in Jordan are 
estimated at 40 billion 
tonnes. 

Shriedeh said the counci) 
has established a national 
energy research centre with 
attention focused on the 
exploimdon of oil shale 


reserves. 

In his remarks at the 
opening session, Suleiman 
Abu Aleem, NRA director 
general, said that although 
the world nou- seems to 
have sufficient reser\'es of 
petroleum, there i.s need to 
find alternative sourcc.s of 
energy. 

Abu Aleem, who attended 
the conference on behalf of 
Water and Energy Minister 
Hanj MuJki, said oil shale is 
found in abundance in Jor- 
dan and should be exploited 
to produce oil. He added 
that this source of energy is 
important because oil 
prospecting ha.s not yet 
yielded positive results. 


Abu Aleem noted that the 
government has worked 
with foreign companies 
through the NRA to prepare 
feasibility studies on 
exploiting oil shale 
reserv'es. 

The .seminar will also 
focus attention on the eco- 
nomic and strategic impor- 
tance of oil shale, which is 
found in several Arab coun- 
tries. 

Seven]] working papers 
are to be reviewed by the 
participants at the two-day 
seminar, which was organ- 
ised by the NRA, the Arab 
Union of Scientific 
Research Councils and the 
HCST. 


Nine killed in weekend road accidents 


AMMAN CJ.T.) — Thineen 
people injured in a road acci- 
dent over the weekend near 
G^mata Community Col- 
lege on the Ammon-Irbid 
road received treatment and 
have been discharged, a 
source at Princess Basma 


Hospital in Irhid said Sanir- 
day. 

The accident, which 
involved a collision between 
a bus and two private cars, 
also left five i^ple dead, 
according to the Gvil 
Defence Department 


The persons killed in the 
accident were snnients on the 
way to Irbid to spend leave, 
according to the department 
Meanw^e, another acci- 
dent in the Shweier district of 
Zarqa killed four people. The 
accident involved two buses. 


R^nt, Princess Sarvath receive 
medical ddlegatioD 

AMMAN (Petra) — Their Rt^al Highnesses 
Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, and 
Princess Sarvath Sanuday received a delega- 
tion a£ U.S. suigeons and qiecialists vdio are 
now on a visit to Jordan to conduct recon- 
stiuctive suigeiy on Jordanian children in 
conjunction wifii the Royal Medical Services. 
Speaking at the meting, Prince Hassan and 
Princess Sarvath expr^sed ^jpreciation of 
die U.S. team’s humanitarian 
The iDissloD to Jordan was otgamsed by w 
American physician of a Joirianian origin. 
Fliana Sweiss. Present at the meeting were 
M^or Geneial Yussef Qusous, direcu^ of the 
Royal Medical Services. Adel Haddad, direc- 
tor of the Furah Rehabilitation Centre, and 
Emei^ "Ylissef Emeis^ the Crown Prince's 
private physician. 


Agreemeot on aid to lehigees 

AMMAN (Petra) — The {xesident of the 
Board of Trustees of the Medical Aid for 
Palestinians Society, Abdul Majeed Shoman. 
Saturday signed an agreonent widi a repre- 
sentative the Fi^h medical sodeQ^ 
M&licins du Mtxide, under uhkh Arab Bank 
will receive a JD544.800 gram fiom the Euro- 
pean Union. Hie sum wM be used to construct 
a comprehensive health centre to serve 30, (XX) 
people in Jerash refugee canq). 

House committee meets with 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of 
Parliament's Arab and Foreign Afiairs Com- 
mittee Saturday met with Foreign Minister 
Abdul Hah Khaiib to discuss Jordan's stand 
regarding the peace process, pan-Arab lela- 
Qons, and relations with other Arab and for- 
eign countries. 


Tarawneh rules out amendments 
to Press and Publications Law 


By Alia Shukri Hamzeh 

AMMAN — The government 
has no intention of amaiding 
the new Press and PubUcatioDs 
Law, wlui± went into efifea 
SepL 1, Prime Minisbr PayeK 
Tarawneh said Solurd^’. 

"The law is perfectly clear 
and several of its aiticte were 
amended by Parliament, and it 
went through all the consdtu- 
tional aages," Tarawndi said. 

The 1W8 law', endorsed by 
both the U^ier and Lower 
Houses of Pariiamenc last 
month and made effective by a 
Royal Decree, has 
described by journalists. |»liti- 
ciuns and human rights activists 
as highly restrictive. 

It includes many vague pro- 


hiNoons oi writing aiicies that 
could be seen as harming the 
siaixli^' of the dinar, ooticxial 
unity and leligjoo and public 
racH^ 

It also gives courts die right to 
close down newspapers while 
they look into lawsuiis filed 
aganstthem by the state for the 
of ptfoUc interest and 
national security. 

Human rights achxicates and 
journalists have charged diat 
some articles in die law contra- 
the Constitution and 
jmemaiional otxrventions to 
which Jordan is a signatory. 

The law imposes bravy 
penalties on violates ranging 
fitxn JD1.000 to JD20.0CXX 

In his pc^cy statement to Par- 
liament last week. Tarawneh 


his government will imple- 
ment the law in a "soft " man- 
ner while seeking dialogue 
with the entire jxess bod^. 

Tarawndi idteraied this 
intention in his {»ess confer- 
enoe yesterday. 

“I and die concerned minis- 
leis have been audiorised by 
Parliament and the Royd 
Decree to enfoice die articles of 
lie law. However, if Parliament 
sees a flaw in the law' and wish- 
es to amend it then it has eveiy' 
right to do so." be added. 

According to the Con^tu- 
titxi, a giDiq> of 1 0 deputies can 
table a motion {xoposiiig 
amendments to any law. 

hi his fiist press craiference 
after a<sumin g ofBce on Aug. 
20, Tarawneh told joumaiists 


Higher employment committee 
to hold first meeting this week 


By Ghalia Alul 

AMMAN — A higher cora- 
mlnee formed recently to 
combat unemployment will 
hold its first meeting this 
week to address this socio- 
economic ill, an issue high 
on the new government's 
list of priorities. Prime 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh 
told reporters Sanirday. 

The decision to form the 
commiuee was part of a 
host of recommendations 
announced last week by 
public and private sector 
panicipams at a national 
unemployment conference. 
The comminee is headed 
by the labour minister and 
linked to the prime rmnis- 
ter. 

During his first encounter 
with the piress after winning 
a vote of confidence on 
Thursday, Tarawneh said 
bis government plans to 
take the necessary mea- 
sures to reorganise the 
labour market and control 
foreign labour. 

About half of the 300,000 
foreign workforce — who 
mainly hold menial jobs 
that are usually shunned by 
Jordanians — are illegally 
working in the country. 


Stressing that a reorgani- 
sation of the foreign labour 
force would avoid friction 
with the countries of origin 
of these workers, Tarawneh 
said the government will 
start enforcing labour-relat- 
ed regulations in line with 
agreements Jordan has 
signed with Arab countries, 
such as Egypt These agree- 
ments stipulate foreign 
labourers must obtain work 
permits before coming to 
Jordan. 

“We will enforce these 
regulations in a way that 
will not infringe upon our 
relations with other coun- 
tries," the prime minister 
added. 

Tarawneh said that for 
security reasons, the gov- 
ernment plans to take mea- 
sures to collect information 
on foreign l^rourers such 
as their addresses and the 
nature of the jobs they hold. 

“We do not intend to pre- 
vent anybody from woi^g 
in Jordw... because we are 
exporters and importers of 
labodf... and all foreign 
markets are open," 
Tarawneh said. "But for 
security reasons, it is 
important to reorganise the 
lat^ur mariccL.. without 


intruding upon peoples* 
rights and dignities." 

He told reporters that no 
accurate statistics were 
available 

on unemployment in Jor- 
dan. Official estimates put 
the unemployment rate at 
15 per cent, while an inde- 
pendent survey said the rate 
is 27 per cent. 

“But there are fewer 
unemployed Jordanians 
than foreign woikers in the 
country, which requires the 
government to identify the 
size of the problem in order 
to know how to deal with 
it,*' Tarawneh said. 

The prime minister point- 
ed to a proposal by 53 
deputies during last week’s 
vote of confidence debate 
to reinstate military con- 
scription. The deputies pro- 
posed that conscripts would 
undergo three months of 
military tr aining followed 
by 21 months woridng in 
the private sector. 

The government will 
cover half of the expenses 
paid to foe recruits, and foe 
private sector will incur the 
other half, Tarawneh said. 

Such a practice "will pro- 
vide job opportunities for 
foe unemployed," be added. 


Jordanian, Palestinian labour 
federations to set up joint committee 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jor- 
danian and Palestinian 
labour federations Saturday 
issued a joint statement at 
Che conclusion of a four- 
day meeting in Amman 
providing for the creation 
of a joint committee to hold 
annual meetings and follow 
up on foe implementation 
of bilateral agreements. 

The statement reaffirmed 
the two federations' desire 
to cooperate in union 
affairs, expand Investments 
and help open labour mar- 
kets in the Arab World to 
allow for foe free move- 
ment of Arab woricers. 


Mazen Maaitah, president 
of foe Federation of Jordan- 
ian Labour Unions and 
head of the delegation, and 
Shaher Sa’id, secret^ 
general of the Palestinian 
Labour Federation, stressed 
the importance of pursuing 
pan-Arab efforts to achieve 
a just and durable peace in 
foe Middle East 

The Jor dani an side reiter- 
ated its support for foe 
Palestinian people's 

endeavours to establish an 
independent state on Pales- 
tinian soil. 

The two sides decided 
that the bilateral committee 


will bold its first meeting in 
Palestine and agreed to 
conclu^ a tw inning agree- 
ment between the two fed- 
erations to pave the way for 
exchanging expertise, bold- 
ing joint seminars on work- 
ers’ social security and 
other relevant issues. 

The Palestinian delega- 
tion’s visit to Jordan came 
at the invitation of the Jor- 
danian federation. 

The Palestinian federa- 
tion delegation also held 
meetings with officials at 
foe Lalx>ur Minisoy and 
visited a number of facto- 
ries and businesses. 


Ministry, conservation society to increase wildlife protection efforts 


* “CamiOt Claidd" ai tbe Frendi Cuhund C^me on Monday SepL 28 at 
&30 pLsi and 8:30 pm 

DARATALFUNIIN StJMMER 98 FESTIVAL 
‘'Summer 98" cubura] activities at Darai Ai Rmim. Jobal Weibddi, id Uia 
undi Sept. 30^ iitchide: 
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until Sqx. 30. 

*Fainfingsby pnin -ShnitBii y ar the Rendi Cultural Cesm, Jabal Amman. 

until SepL 30. 


By Ahmad Khatib 

AMMAN — The Ministry of 
Agriculture and the Royal Society 
for foe Conservation of Nature 
Saturday formed a partnership to 
implement more conservation 
policies, including an “urgent" 
fieldwork mechanism to protect 
the Kingdom’s wildlife. 

Tbe minisiiy's role in the part- 
nership will include providing 
rangers to help in field pro- 
grammes, patrols to ensure 
enforcement of conservation laws, 
especially in hunting areas, and 
conducting joint public awareness 
campaigns. 

At a one-day joint workshop 
entitled “Wildlife: Wealth for All," 
Minister of Agriculture Mijhem 
Khreisha called for “decisive legal 
and financial steps to stop foe 
depletion of natural resources in 
order to protect Jordan from 
encroaching desertification and 
degradation of foe country’s biodi- 
versity.” 

*T believe that these Joint efforts 
will help ensure the protection and 
sustainability of our environment 
and natural resources," Khreisha 
told the workshop. 

The minister stressed that Jor- 


dan, which signed the Convention 
on International Trade in Endan- 
gered Species of Wild Fauna and 
Flora in 1979, was committed to 
the convention and as such had 
authorised the ministry and the 
society to take charge of wildlife 
conservation. 

Known as CITES, the conven- 
tion entered into force in 1973 and 
now has a membership of 143 
countries which act to halt com- 
mercial trading in an agreed list of 
endangered species. These coun- 
tries also regulate and monitor 
trade in threatened species. 

The convention's aims are major 
components of Caring for foe 
Earth, a Strategy for Sustainable 
Living, launch^ in 1991 by the 
Unit^ Nations Environment Pro- 
gramme. Che International Union 
for the Conservation of Nature and 
the World Wide Fund for Nature. 

In 1991, the Kingdom adopted 
the Middle East's first National 
Environmental Strategy, which 
was formulated by the lUCN with 
the help of more than 180 Jordan- 
ian specialists. 

"It is now foe time to stop chas- 
ing and hunting animals. Let them 
breed and multiply safely," 
Khreisha said. 


'The society’s role in the partner- 
ship will include providing an 
environmental database and train- 
ing courses to the ministry and 
finding a proper mechanism to 
keep in touch with foe govern- 
ment. 

Society President Anis Muasher 
reviewed foe society's efforts to 
protect wildlife, including issuing 
hunting licences, monitoring 
hunters and fining violators. 

He said foe society and foe min- 
istry worked togefoer to raise pub- 
lic awareness, especially among 
students, through conservation 
clubs and activities and introduce 
conservation subjects into school 
curricula. 

Two weeks ago. Minister of 
Munici]^ and Rural Affairs and 
foe Enviromnenr Tawfiq Kteishan, 
in a statement marking 
International Ozone Day, urged 
schools to help foe government in 
its efforts to raise public aware- 
ness on protecting foe environ- 
ment 

A U.S. programme. Global 
Learning and Observing to Benefit 
foe Environment is being taught at 
16 Jordanian schools to hdp 
teachers and students cooperate on 
foe need to protect nature. 


Muasher said Jordan's nature 
reserves form an attraction for 
eco-tourism. 

“If we preserve and properly 
exploit these areas. Jordan wiQ 
become one tbe world's eco- 
tourism attractions,’' be said. 

Responsible for protecting foe 
Kingdom’s natural resources, 
wildlife and wild areas, tbe dod- 
govenunental society, formed in 
1966 and operating under foe 
patronage of His Majesty King 
Ffussein, manages six nature 
reserves and has plans to set up 
another seven. 

The society is a member of the 
International Union for tbe Con- 
servation of Nature, the World 
Wide Fund for Nature and other 
inteinatioiia] enviromnenial bod- 
ies. It is also foe Middle East rep- 
resentative of BirdLife 
International. 

Meanwhile, according to the 
society, a group of BirdLife 
International exp^ in site-based 
conservation have plans to bold a 
three-part workshop on protected 
areas managemenL They will 
"share their experiences in differ- 
ent ^preaches to site protection 
and its value in organis^onal 
development,” said one member. 


that gnog no proUems have so 
far arisen in connecnoi to the 
new law, the government sees 
no need to amend it But, be 
said, the go\'emmeni will "*not 
hesitate" to cooperate with Par- 
liament to amend die law if the 
deludes see fiiio do sa 
‘If we come across any arti- 
cle that is in vitiation of the 
people’s interests, we will not 
beshate to ask foe PadiameDt to 
amend it" be added. 

He also told neponeis they 
can be critical in their coverage 
of gov'emmem news, fcaa 
advised them to stay clear of 
defamation and slanto 
“The law will not be a sword 
aimed at foe necks of people, 
and we will not be stringent in 
flying it," he declared 

Government 

to consider 

establishing 

fund for 

needy 

university 

students 

By Fairouz Abu-Ghazaldi 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment Saturday said it will 
seriously consider 

demands by 53 deputies to 
set up special funds to sub- 
sidise needy students at 
Jordan's seven state-run 
universities as part of 
efforts to increase enrol- 
ment 

During a press confer- 
ence yesterday. Prime Min- 
ister Fayez Tlurawnefa said 
the government will be 
responsible for financing 
foe special funds for under- 
privileged students. 

He told journalists foe 
government currently 
spends JDS20 per year for 
every Jordanian student 
attending public 

imiversities. It is estimated 
that around 60,000 students 
attend state-run 

universities, which face a 
total debt of JDIOO million. 

In this regard, the pre- 
mier mentioned that the 
government is currently 
studying a proposal to hike 
tuition fees at public 
universities but that such 
an increase would not 
affect undeiprivileged sm- 
dents. 

In response to a proposal 
by S3 i^uties to increase 
university admission quo- 
tas, foe prime minister said 
his government will smdy 
the suggestion but will 
have to find ways to finan- 
cially support such an 
increase. 

"If we can find a way to 
cover foe costs, then we 
can absorb more students," 
Tarawneh said. 

But he stressed that 
studying foe real market 
needs of the country and 
developing vocational 
training is a must if the 
country hopes to curb 
unemployment. 

"We have to reconsider 
foe entire educational 
process and present people 
with the available alterna- 
tives." be said. "Does the 
country need more people 
with degrees in history or 
geography, or will this just 
postpone foe unemploy- 
ment problem for four 
years?" 

The Kingdom has the 
highest per capita number 
of universities in the 
region. 

In foe last five years, the 
number of universities in 
Jordan jumped to 20, 
excluding more rhag 50 
community colleges, which 
have helped absorb the 
overflow of students seek- 
ing higher education. 

Analysts say that the high 
number of universities in 
Jordan — seven public and 

13 private institutions is 

chi^y due to the country's 
position as a regional edu- 
cational hub and foe high 
percentage of the KiiS. 
dom’s population who^ 
in the 18-24 age range the 
av^e age of univereity y 
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Germany 

I, 

prepares for 
cliffhanger vote 


BONN tR) — Tease antici- 
padoQ gripped Germany 
Saturday as voters prepared 
for a cliffhanger elecdon 
that could see Helmut Kohl, 
the West’s longest-serving 
leader, become the first 
post-war chancellor to be 
voted out of office. 

Last-minute polls for 
Sunday's gener^ election 
showed it was too close to 
call. Thanks to Germany’s 
complex election laws, the 
winner could be Kohl, his 
Social Democrat challenger 
Gerhard Schroeder or 
Kohl's loyal deputy 
Wolfgang Schaeuble. 

The mood in the country 
was as split as the polls, 
with many saying it was 
time for a change after 16 
years of Kohl but others 
doubting a (eft-leaning 
coalition of SPD and 
Greens was the best govern- 
ment to lead Germany into 
the next century. 

The safest bet seemed to 
be for a grand coalition of 
Kohl's C^stian Democrats 
(CDU) and the SPD. Even 
then it was unclear whether 
Schroeder would lead it or 
the CDU would come out 
ahead, opening the door to 
the park's parliamentary 
leader Schaeuble to take 
over as chancellor. 

‘'Many voters find the 
alternative quite dismal — 
they don't want Kohl any 
more but don't really care 
for Schroeder either," the 
liberal Munich daily 
Sueddeutscbe Zeitung 
wrote. The two candidates 
ended their gruelling cam- 
paigns with large rallies on 
opposite sides of the coun- 
oy and contrasting mes- 
sages for the voters. 

"We are the future in 
Germany." Kohl. 68. told 
supporters in the Rhineland 
city of Mainz, whem he 
began his career. "1 urge 
you, give us your votes." In 
Berlin, Schrokier told thou- 
sands packed into an indoor 
cycling stadium that Kohl 
was history. 

"Kohl had every chance in 
the world to solve the coun- 
try's problems in the last 16 
years," he said, pointing to 
near-record unemployment 
levels. "But he has failed. 
With all due respect for bis 
achievements, he deserves 
to be sent into retirement." 
The last opinion polls 
Friday showed Schroeder. a 
slick television perfonner 
and at 54 much younger 
than Kohl, had done what 
none of the four previous 
SPD challengers had man- 
aged — to hold onto a lead 
until the eve of an election. 

But that lead was now 
narrower than the polls' 
margin of error, after stand- 
ing as high as 12 points 
above Kohl soon after 
Schroeder, the premier of 


Lower Saxony state, was 
nominated as the SPD's 
candidate in March. The 
Errmid polling institute had 
the SPD at 40 per cent and 
the CDU at 39 per cent 
Two other polls put 
Schroeder up to 4.5 points 
ahead, but with a fifth of 
voters undecided. 

Germany's complex elec- 
tion proc^ures only add to 
the unpredictability of the 
race because small shifts in 
local voting patterns can 
have a decisive influence on 
the final result in Bonn. 

Under this system, no 
post->^ chancellor has 
been voted out of office. 
Earlier switches of power 
came about through shifts 
in coalitions. 

There are 656 seats in par- 
liament half elected by 
ffirect votes for deputies 
from the 328 constituencies 
and half picked from party 
slates in the 16 
states that voters choose 
with the second ballot they 
cast Sunday. 

But more seats are added 
if voters choose more 
deputies from one party 
thw that group wins from 
the second b^ots, which 
determine the percentage of 
seats the pai^ takes in par- 
liament. 

In the last election in 
1994. the CDU went from a 
two-seat advantage to a 12- 
seat majority when it turned 
out it had won 10 more 
direct mandates than the 
second-ballot percentages 
would have given iL 'The 
SPD also won four unex- 
pected seats, bringing the 
total number of seats in the 
last iegislamre to 672. 

The miaimuni number of 
seats or percentage of votes 
needed for a majority is also 
unknown, b^use it 
depends bn how many-par-' 
ties clear the nunimum five 
per cent hurdle to win seats. 

Kohl's current coalition 
parmer. the liberal Free 
Democrats (FDP), are 
e.xpected barely to clear the 
hurdle while the Greens 
should make it with perhaps 
a percentage point more to 
spare. 

The ex-Communist Party 
of Democratic Socialism 
(TDS) also hopes to return 
to parliament, even though 
it polls less than five per 
cent It depends on another 
quirk — a law allowing a 
party with three directly- 
elected deputies to take as 
many seats as its second 
ballots allow. That amount- 
ed to 30 in 1994. 

With so many variables, 
mathematics could deter- 
mine politics. A grand 
coalition could emerge if 
neither the SPD nor the 
CDU can reach a majority 
with its smaller partners. 



French Prime Minister Lionel Jospin admires a 3,000-year-old bronze wash basin at the Shanghai Museum during 
a tbre^day visit to China (Outers photo*) 


Jospin says China on road to democracy 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
French Ptime Minister Lionel 
Joqjin aotved in Hong Kong 
on a lightning visit Monday 
after predicting in China that 
the mainland was headed for 
democracy after choosing the 
"path to fteedom." 

Josftin. who met President 
Jiang Zemin and Premier Zhu 
Rofigi and sealed deals worth 
some $600 million on his three- 
day China tour, was due to 
meet Hong Kong Chief 
Executive Tung Chee-Hwa and 
attend a banquet before retum- 
ing to France. 

The French premier also 
presided over a forum of local 
business posonalities and dis- 
cussed econouuc relations 
between Aria and Eiuope. 

Before leaving the msunland 
be said he believed China vvas 
making efforts to improve its 
h uman dghcs performance and 
political fieedom. 

have no doubt that this 
country China is on the 
path to fiee^m which it has 
chosen for itselT' Jospin said 
before on audience of Shanghai 
i^gmtaiies at the city's new 
Grand Theatre, designed by 
French architect Jean-Marie 
Chaipentier. 

He said be was satisfied with ■ 


the results of "constructive dia- 
logue" over the past two years 
between Paris and Beijing on 
human rights and on imple- 
mentiiig tte rule of law in the 
mainla^ 

He said talks on developing 
China's legal system "today 
represent a substantial chi^Tier 
in bilateral cooperation." 

“China is dewloptng litfie by 
little a legal system and judicia- 
ry which accords with interna- 
tional norms." Jospin said. He 
heads home after a brief 
stopover in Hong Kong later 
Saturday. 

“At the end of the day it's all 
about putting in harmony the 
values of our respective civili- 
sations while consolidating uni- 
versal norms." be added. 

Jospin said the visit to China 
by UJ4. High Commissioaer 
for Human Ri^ts Maiy 
Robinson ‘^med to have 
opened new channels for dia- 
logue and cooperation" with 
the international cotamunity on 
human rights. 

During earlier talks with 
President Jiang Zemin the 
French premier raised the 
issues of human rights and 
Tibet and his delegation pre- 
sented Etoijing with a list of 
nine detain^ dissidents. 


French businesses signed 
contracts or (dteis of intent 
with Chinese firms wortii 
almost $600 million during the 
visit 

Anglo-French ctMnpany 
GEC-Alsthom signed a leOer of 
intent worth $211 million to 
provide equipment for 
Shanghai's tiiitd metro line. 
Lafiuge Consortium bogged a 
$150 million deal to produce 
cement to the southwestern 
povince of Sichuan. 

A $i(X) million water treat- 
ment project in Chengdu in 
Sichuan was awarded to 
'^veodi and two projects worth 
$55 million for wato* treatment 
and incineration in Shanghai 
were awarded to Suez- 
Lyonnais. 

Jospin over the past three 
days has acknowledged 
China's stated intent to sign the 
International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights and said its 
passage to a nuoket economy 
would bring greater individu^ 
freedoms. 

Before his visit however, 
authorities detained several 
leading dissidents. International 
rights groups had appealed to 
the French premier to intercede 
on their behalf. 

They pointed to the case of 


dissident journalist Gao Yu, 
who was sentenced to six years 
in prison for “leaking state 
secrets" to forei^iers. They 
demanded Gao be released oa 
medical grounds, following tiie 
examples of disridents Wei 
Tingsheng and Wang Dan who 
are now in the Unit^ States. 

Jospin also commented on 
the growing use of the Engtisb 
language and efforts by France 
and China to defend tiiw cul- 
tures gainst ^obalistuion. 

"We ail more or less learn 
and use EngUsh and there's 
nothing wrong with th^” he 
said at the laimch of a French 
scholarship at a primary school. 

‘'Ws need c«ie language for 
universal communication ... 
and as it will not be Esperanto 
tiien widiout doubt it will be 
English. 

‘3ut, to console omselves, as 
tile English language will be 
used by evetycwe, it will be 
alxis^ and will lose te original 
beauty while French and 
Chinese will retain their purity," 
he said. 

The Chinese language, spo- 
ken by more than \2 blUicm 
people, and French spoken by 
more than 500 millkm people 
in die fiancopbone worid. were 
not in dan^. Jo^xifadded. 


Chinese police jail dissident 
for setting up opposition party 


BELTING fAP) — Chinese 
police plan to keep u democra- 
cy campaigner in custody for at 
least 15 days for trying to set up 
•to opposition political party, a 
rights group reported Satun^y. 

Police in eastern Shandong 
province notified .Xie Wanjun's 
family Thursday that he was 
being held under a 15-day 
detention csder for passing 
information on the China 
Democracy Party. the 
Information Centre for Human 
Rights and Democratic 
Mov'ement said. 


The notification was (he lat- 
est evidence leaders in the rul- 
ing Communist I^rty plan to 
ban the would-be (^iposiiion 
party ouuighL I^id^ts have 
tried to register the party since 
June, hoping to crack a 49-year 
prohiNiion against opposition 
politics. 

In the past two weeks, police 
have de^ed at least a dozen 
dissidents often for short peri- 
ods of time. Most of those 
taken have connections to the 
China Democracy Party. 

Xie was detained Monday. 


Two d^ later police took 
away fellow Shandong democ- 
racy campaigner U Lianjun. 
but his family has yet to receive 
word on his case, tiie Hong 
Kortg-based Information 
Centre said. 

Two other dissidents 
dcutined Thursday in central 
Wuhan city have teen released, 
the group said. China 
Democracy Party agitator 
Chen Zhonghe was let go the 
some day but police did not 
remm 4,000 yuan t$480) he 
had collected from other dissi- 


dents for victims of summer 
floods. 

Likewise, the biformation 
Centre said police did not 
return the facsimile machine 
and 2,000 pages of documents 
they confiscate from the home 
of veteran human rights cam- 
paigner Qin Yongmin. Qin was 
released Friday. 

The Information Centre also 
reported that 27 dissidents in 
eastern Zhejiang have peti- 
tioned Qunese President Jiang 
Zemin to take steps towards 
political liberalisation. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Austria to deny F^rench troops 
transit permission 


(R) —Austria will deay France pemusaont^ 
jtxjps, ^ and other military equipment 
©^valda for a planned military 
interior ministry said Saturday. Aiatira s 
lunislries had given the go-ahead for Franre 
ransit permission, but Chancellor VDctor 
ilocked^ move, which it said would contradict Aus^ s 
neutrality. “Each of the ministries ^ 

iccoiding to their different tesponsib^n^ RiK^G^ 

mokesman for Interior Minister Karl SchloegL told 
-The chancellor's office made a decision on ^ b^ of 
Austria's neutrality," be said, adding that the mtOTor nnmstty, 
ivhich has the final say on such issues, would align 
he posirioo of Kliraa's office. France asked Ai^a for tra^ 
tit EWiTrission on Sepu 8. The French eniba^ 
it was looking at other options for transporting the tiriops ^ 
squipmem to Slovakia- Neutrality was enslmned mlhe 
Austrian consiituiion in 1955 as a condruon of the withdraw- 
al of Soviet troops. 

Socialist office in Basque region 
torched 


BILBAO, Spain (R ) — The Socialist party headquarters is 
the Basque city of San Sebastian was destroyed Saturday 
after a group of people wearing masks and hoods set foe 
office on fire, officials said, Basque police said the office in- 
the nortbern Spanish town was apparently doused wifo a liq- 
uid foen set on fire at around 1 1 a.m. (0900 GMT), One pec-- 
son was slightly injured by the fire and another was ^ in a 
scuffle that apparently rook place before the twilding was 
torched, an official in the Basque Interior Afinisuy s^- 
Socialist in Madrid said they could not unro ed l at e l y , 

confirm details of (he attack. It was not clear whether foe 
aoack was made by Jairai. a radical youtfi group linked to ^ 
ETA guerrilla group, which has said it does not plan to abide 
by foe unilateral ceasefire the Basque separatists declared 
more than a week ago. Jacrai has recently waged a "war^the 
s tre ets" in foe Basque country patterned after the Palestiman 
inrifivtfl Their vandalism, done Ity youtiis in hoods and 
tnn'gics, usually takes place at nighL Spanish Prime h^oister 
Jose Maria Aznar was in San Sebastian on Saturday for his 
first visit to foe Basque region since ETA announced foe 
ceasefire in its three-decade campaign of violence foat has 
claimed at least 800 lives. 

Swedish paper reports 
failed terrorist plot on U.N. 

STXXKHOLM (AFP) -- U.S. police are hunting two pur- 
ported docimrentaty fihn-riiakers in connection with a tern^- . 
ist plot a gain.<a the United Nations and the Iranian mission in 
New Yoilc. Dagens Nyheter repeated Saturday. Canyiqg 
Swedish and Canadian passports, the two efoteined UJS*. 
accreditation to malto a documentary ibr a Swefosh coo:^pi^ 
cal^ Art Vision, based in Malmoe. the daily said, adding 
that no such cttoTpany existed The two were m rnembers 

of the anti-Tehran Mujaheddin Kbalq, Dagens Nyherer said 
in a repon from New Ycdc Police found floor plans of the 
UN. (>oeral Assembly and of the Iranian embassy in the 
men’s hotel nxicn, TT news agency quoted a UN. spcA^man 
as sa;^ng. Hk men — cme of whom was of Iranianorig^ ~ 
bad fled. 'The UiS. Federal Bureau of Investigation has ques- 
tioned two women in corroecticoi wifo the affidr. including 
one who stud she woiked wifo a Latin American delegaticto. 
to the United Natirms. The two were in police custody, the 
report stod A fordgn roinistiy spokssmnn said he was aware 
of the affair but declined to commeoL 


U.S. city rejects NRA gun summit, 
could lose millions 


DENVER, Colorado (AFP) — Denver Mayor Wellingtm 
Webb rejected a call from foe National Rifle Assodaticoi 
(NRA) to bend city rules and let the group display 
weapons at their annual meeting here next year. Webb let 
stand a Denver city ordinance that ft^ds the dis play of 
assault weapons, at die risk of having the NRA foe 
poeeting. The meeting — scheduled for April 29 to May 1 — 
is expected to bring some 25.0CX) visitora, and pump an esti- 
mated $22 million into the local ectxiomy. Webb Hart ftariwf 
said the ban mi^t be lifted for foe duration of the emventiOD. 
But Friday he said foe NRA must "coDftxm to the laws and 
ordinances of this city." The NRA which actively supports 
several members of Otogiess, considers foat foe news media 
"demonises" the organisation, wluch brings logefoer numer- 
ous hunters and recreational shoots. T^ oiganisatim, 
which op^Ktses measures to restria gun sales, also favours foe 
right of citizens to carry arms fieeJy. 


Hurricane Georges heads across Gulf of Mexico 


MIAMI (R) — Hurricane 
Georges Saturday was 
heading across the open 
waters of foe Gulf of 
Mexico towards its next 
landfall after battering foe 
Florida Keys wifo torren- 
tial rains, high winds and 
surging seas. 

Communities along foe 
nortbern Gulf of Mexico 
coast f^m Florida’s pan- 
handle to Louisiana were 
on alen for a weekend visit 
from the deadly storm, 
which was expected to 
strengthen and become a 
major Category Three hur- 
ricane capable of signifi- 
cant destruction, before 
making landfall. 

The first voluntary evacu- 
^ons were put in place in 
the northern Florida pan- 
handle. 

Georges Friday swept 
across the Keys, the chain 
of islands off Florida’s 
southern dp, after cutting a 
live-day swath of destruc- 
tion across foe northern 
Caribbean. 

The hurricane killed at 
least 288 people during its 
Caribbean ^p. with d^ths 
reported la SL 
Antigua and Barbuda, 


Puerto Rico, the 
Dominican Republic. 
Haiti, Cuba and the 
Bahamas since its rampage 
began last Sunday. 

A hurricane watch, indi- 
cating storm conditions 
could arrive in 36 hours, 
was in effect from Morgan 
City. Louisiana, to St. 
Marks in the Florida pan- 
handle. 

The U.S. National 
Hurricane Centre in Miami 
said Saturday a tropical 
storm warning would likely 
be issued for part of foat 
area later Sati^ay morn- 
ing "in expectation of trop- 
ic^ storm force winds on 
the leading edge of the hur- 
ricane reaching foe area 
early Sunday." At 5 a.m. 
(0900 GMT) Saturday, the 
centre of Geoiges was near 
latitude 25.5 north and lon- 
gitude 84.5 west, or about 
460 736 km southeast of 
New Orleans. 

Georges was moving 
towards foe west-northwest 
near nine 14.4 km, with 
that motion expected to 
continue Saturday. 

Maximum sustained 
winds were near 165 kph. 
with higher gusts. Some 


screngchening was possible 
during the next 24 hours. 

There were no reports of 
serious injuries or fatalities 
in Florida. The 3.8 million 
residents of Miami, Fort 
Lauderdale and their sub- 
urbs breathed a giant sigh 
of relief that Georges was 
heading west, away from 
them. 

Georges bad threatened 
to be the first hurricane to 
hit foe area since Hurricane 
Andrew in 1992. Andrew 
caused 48 deaths and $25 
billion in losses after strik- 
ing south of Miami. 

ij3 foe Keys. Georges' 
worst was well past by 
Friday night, but its back 
end continued to batter the 
160-km island chain. 

Citing flooding and 
downed power lines, emer- 
gency workers said the 
Ovene^ Highway, the 
only road into the area, 
would remain closed at 
least until daylight on 
Saturday. 

The Keys' 80.000 resi- 
dents had been ordered to 
evacuate, but authorities 
esumaied foat as many as 
25 to 50 per cent of them 
chose to remain. 


After Georges swirled in 
from foe Honda Straits 
right over Key West with 
160-kph winds, some said 
they regretted the decision 
to stay. 

In Key West, residents 
slogged through thigh-high 
water several bloclu no^ 
of the monument foat nor- 
mally marks foe southern- 
most piece of land in the 
continental United States. 

Trees and traffic lights 
were down, power lines 
dangled, cars were dam- 
aged and there was some 
roof damage to foe quaint 
wooden homes of foe city 
that was once the home of 
writers Ernest Hemingway 
and Tennessee Williams. 

Early on, the worst dam- 
age seemed to have come 
in foe “Houseboat Row" 
colony, as several house- 
boats were destroyed. 

Emergency workers said 
it was too early to estimate 
damage, but they said 
islands in the southern part 
of foe chain, including Big 
Pine and Sugarloaf Keys, 
appeared to have been hit 
hardesL 

“I titink foal’s where 
we're going to see the real 


damage, maybe foe lower 
third of foe Keys," National 
Hurricane Centre director 
Jerry Jarrell said. 

There was flooding up to 
Key Largo, made ^mous 
by the Humphrey Bogart 
movie of foe same name 
that takes place during a 
hurricane. 

Key West has had past 
brushes wifo hurricanes, 
including a 1919 storm that 
killed at least 3(XJ people. 
The Labour Day hurricane 
of 1935. one of the 
strongest ever recorded, 
killed 408 people in foe 
middle and upper Keys. 
The last hurricane to m^e 
a direct hit on the Keys was 
Hurricane Donna in i960. 

President Bill Clinton 
declared a state of emer- 
gency while Georges was 
still overhead, authorising 
federal assistance. 

A grim picture emerged 
of foe devastation wrought 
by Georges as it tore west- 
ward across the Caribbean. 

The Doromican Republic 
was devastated. Staff at the 
Hoy newspaper said it 
would use a death toll of 
180 in Saturday's editions, 
citing official and unoffi- 


cial sources. 

The nation of eight mil- 
lion people was virtually 
without electricity, many 
towns were isolated by 
flooding and an estimated 
90 per cent of food crops 
were destroyed. At least 

100.000 Domifucans were 
left homeless. 

In Haiti, foe death count 
was at least 87 people, with 
thousands left homeless. In 
another blow to foe hemi- 
sphere's poorest nation, 
Georges destroyed 80 to 85 
per cent of food crops. 

Authorities in Haiti said 
they feared things might 
become worse, as foe 
Peligre dam on the coun- 
try's central plateau threat- 
ened to burst, endangering 

300.000 nearby residents. 

Puerto Rico police said 

the storm killed at least 1 1 
pet^le. F^r people were 
reported dead in tiny Sl 
K itts in the Leeward 
islands, hit Sunday. Two 
people were killed in foe 
nation of Antigua and, and 
one in foe Bahamas. 

In Cuba, die death toll 
climbed to three, wifo more 
than 500.000 people in 
temporary shelters. 


U.K. fianny Woodward 
starts law degree, paper says 


LObTOON (Rj — Louise Woodward, the British au pair 
convicted by a U.S. court of killing an eighi-montb-old 
baby, is studying for a (aw degree, foe Mirror newspaper 
reported Saturday. It said Woodward had enrolled for a 
three-year course at London's South Bank University ; 
after working over the summer as an unpaid secretary in 
Uverpool for the lawyers who helped her during her | 
Boston course case. Woodward, 20, was convicted of 
second-degree murder in foe death of Matthew Eappen, 
a baby in her care, but a judge later reduced the vexfoet 
to manslaughter and sentenced her to the time she had 
^ady served in jail — 279 days. The Minor said 
Woodward, who returned to Britain in June after 
Massachusetts's highest court upheld the amended vci^ 
diet, told fellow smdents she intended to "try to lead the 
life of any nonsal 20-year-old". 

Thai scientist discovers 
new species of shrimp 


coverra a new species of freshwater shrimp and nam 
after foe country s most popular princess, Thai new 
pers smd Saturfay. The shrimp, which may have c 
mercial^tential. is found in several provinces of n< 
eistem Thailand where locals hatte Jong been earmi 
small creature. The "Sirindhom fairy shrimp" is rei 
^ as having a red tail and 22 legs, with an average t 
engfo of between 1.5 and 1.8 centimebies. Lan 
bMohmuang, foe university biologist who identified 
shnmp^ a new species, said foev were usually four 
^nds foat spnng up during the r^y season. It is ex| 
ed to Ire spawned and promoted for its commff 
potenti^. she stod. The shrimp was named to comm 
orate the 43rd bt^day of Princess Maha Ct 

ahIIi^!!h™' ^ ^ daughter of King Bhuni 
% for iTcr wort 

behalf of foe country’s poor. 
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A Malaysian phiiulothtt poUceman arrests a protester in Kuala Lumpur. Police fired tear gas and water cai 
m tne capital aty Saturday to break up the fourth anti-govemmcnt demonstration in a week (Reuters photo) 


cannon 


Balkan peacekeeping force to be formed 


Thousands of Malaysian 
demonstrators ask for reform 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — 
Sevoal thousand peq)Ie, 
including supponers of sacked 
and detained depui>' {xemier 
Anwar Ibrahim, gathered 
Saturday in the heart of the 
Malaysian capital, which has 
been placed under dght securi- 
ty. 

Kq* roads leading to the city 
centre have been sealed off as 
scores of tioi police took up 
positions near the nation^ 
mosque and the Merdeka 
Square — sceo» of deiiKm- 
sirations led by Anwar last 
Sunday before his arrest and 
eventt^ detendon under the 
Internal Secudiy Act (ISA). 

The policemen, aniied widi 
tear gas rifles, batons and 
shields kept the crowd at bay 
amid shouts of '‘leftxmasi" 
(reform), the rallying cry of 
Anwar, who is facing sexual 
misconduct allegations. 

Eyewitnesses said police 
used water cannons to disperse 
a section of the crowd along 
the Merdeka Square, a pcqnilar 
tourist spot, while security 
helicqners circled above. 

Anwar's .sui^X)ftei5 mingled 
with the crowed selling bw)ks 
and distributing leaflets about 


their leader One book was 
titled: "Anwar sex scandal or 
political consfaiKy?" 

Police led awt^r several men 
circulating the Igiflets and one 
Anwar suf^xiiter waving a 
Malaysian flag with the 
leader's photograph on it 

Several hundred guhoed at 
the national mosque and near- 
by mosques for prayers, while 
policemen stood guard out- 
side. 

Riot police had stormed the 
national mosque Friday to 
break up a pro- Anwar demon- 
stration ai^ bad warned of 
SGem action against illegal 
gatherings. 

Anwar was sacked as deput>' 
minister and finance 
minister on SepL 2 and arrest- 
ed last Sunday as be led a 
mounting campaign for reform 
and for Prime Kfinister 
Mahathir Mohammad to stand 
down. 

He is under inx'e^gatiem for 
sexual misconduct and 
accused b>> Mahathir of 
sodomy. Under the ISA, he can 
be detained indefinitely with- 
out trial. 

There were two days of 
cladies in Kuala Lumpur last 


Sund^ and Monday as riot 
police cracked down on pro- 
Anwar demonstrators. 

Leaflets distributed at the 
national mosque Friday 
on suiqx>nets to join in "peaces 
fill gatherings" Saturday to 
protest at & detention of 
Anwar and his assodaies. 

Mahathir said Friday that he 
would be brought to court to 
face charges ody if his sup- 
porters stopped causing distur- 
bances. 

‘'ll he wiD tell his followers 
not to riot, be will be brou^t 
to court for triaU" Mahathir 
told repmtets, wiAout saying 
what charges he would face. 

Malaysia meanwlule hit out 
at fonrign criticism of Anwar's 
detention under die ISA. 
Foreign Minister Abdullah 
Badawi said in a statement 
from New York that Malaysia 
did not need foreign govern- 
ments to remind it of die need 
to protea the rights of its citi- 
zens, Bemama news agency 
reported. 

The United States has 
expressed concern over 
Anwar’s detention under the 
powerful acL 

Abdullah dismissed the U.S. 


concerns as ••unwarranted.’’ 
saying the act had been 
invol^ only in accordo^ 
with its provisions to safeguard 
national secuii^ und public 
order. 

The human rights watchdog 
Amnesty International called 
Friday for the "immediate and 
unconditional release*’ of 
Anwar and 14 of his political 
associates who have been 
detained, terming them •*p^ 
oners of conscience." 

h expressed “serious con- 
cerns that the detainees are at 
risk of ill treatment wtule held 
in incommunicado detention 
and unknown location." 

A Malaysian opposition 
leader Saturday uig^ the 
attorney-general to stop 
Mahathir molting further alle- 
gations of sexual miscondua 
against Anwar. 

KarpaL a ptxsmineni lawyer 
and deputy' chairman of the 
opposition Democratic .Action 
l^my, said the premier should 
let the law' its course 
“without doing anyilung 
which will impinge on the pre- 
sumption of innocence until 
proof of guilt on the pan of 
anyone accused of a crime." 


SKOPJE (AFP) — With 
champagne toasts, four Balkan 
states put aside a history' of 
rivalry Saturday to agree with 
NATO partners to form a 
multinational brigade for inter- 
national peacekeeping opera- 
tions. 

Signed here against the 
backdrop of crisis in neigh- 
bouring Kosovo and the thr^ 
of NATO air strikes, the agree- 
ment was the fruit of a U.S.- 
sponsored effort to promote 
greater security cooperation in 
a region better knowm for eth- 
nic strife. 

‘There are still a number of 
people in tiiis region who 
would rather <fig fi^ graves 
than bury old hatreds," U.S. 
Defence Secn^aiy WUIiam 
Cohen told a gathering of 
defence ministas from souih- 
easiem Europe. 

"We have the opportunity 
now to take the road less irav- 
died by and that will make all 
the difference for security and 
stability and democracy in this 
region." be said. 

Afrer the signing in a 
Communist-era conference 
haL waiters broke out bottles 
of champagne so tiie ministers 
could toast the initiative. 

The Multinational Peace 


Force Souiheustem Europe is 
to be formed by Romaiua, 
Bulgaria. Macedonia und 
Albania together with Italy, 
Turkey and^ Greece under the 
agreement signed here at a 
meeting of regional defeiKe 
ministers. 

The United States und 
Slovenia, though not providing 
troops for the force, also partic- 
ipated as obsen'ers. 

Despite the celebratory 
atmoj^ere, tire defence min- 
isters only signed their names 
because of u dispute over 
whether Macedonia should be 
called the Republic of 
Macedonia, which Greece 
cq)poses. or the Former 
Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia, a U.S. military 
official said. 

U.S. officials said the foree 
would consist of 14 companies 
— 11 mechanised and three 
light infanoy companies — as 
well as sup^ elements. 

"It conceivably ^ could be 
available anywtiere, and it 
could be used for a NATO-run 
(^>eration. it could be for a 
WEU operation, it could be for 
any kiiid of a multinational 
operation," a senior U.S. offi- 
cial said. 

The Mgade is modelled on 


similar multinational peace- 
keeping units that have been 
(bnned by Cenval Asian coun- 
tries. the Bailie ^les. and cen- 
tral Eun^pean countries, the 
official said. 

Cohen, who arrived here 
from a NATO defence mirus- 
ter’s meeting in PortugaL used 
the occasion to brief hLs col- 
leagues here on NATO deliber- 
ations in prept^tion for possi- 
ble air strilci» in Kosovo, U.S. 
officials said. 

"A real threat of the use of 
force will as^st in finding a 
political solution," UjS. 
Ambassador Christopher Hill, 
the Ske^je based special envoy 
for Kosovo, told reporters trav- 
elling with C^hen. 

Hill was expecting a reply 
this weekend from Serbian 
authorities to a U.S. proposal 
for a three year interim period 
in which Kosov'o would be 
prepared for self government, 
officials said. 

“1 think we are at a phase 
where there is absolutely no 
justification from anyone's 
point of view, including even 
the Serb’s own internal logic, 
to continue securi^ operations 
in Kosovo," Hill said. 

'To continue those must be 
seen as a direct effort to attack 


the civilian populatioa And iis 
intolerable. 1 think they under- 
stand that if diey continue that 
there will be a reaction and the 
reaction could be devastating 
for Serbia's future," he said. 

Concerns about the impact 
of crisis was ev'ident in com- 
ments by ministers here, par- 
ticularly Macedonia’s 

President Kiro Gligorov who 
decried the movement of aims 
and “lerroTists" across borders. 

“Ethnic intolerance, which 
has been additionally pro- 
voked by the emei]^g of reli- 
gious fundamentalism, could 
incite effects with terrible con- 
^uences," he said in an open- 
ing speech. 

A 7S0-stn>ng UJ>I. force in 
Macedonia is diaiged wiA 
monitoring the Kosovo bonder, 
which has remained relatively 
quiet despite tiie fighting in the 
Serbian province. 

Cbhen was to visit Task 
Force Able Sen^, the 350- 
strong U.S. contingent in the 
U.N. monitoring forte, during 
the day-long visit 

Sunday, the American 
defence secretary travels to 
Bosnia for visits with com- 
manders and troops in the 
NATO-led U.S. St^ili-sation 
Force. 


‘NATO air strike threat will 


Rwandan backing for Congo 
rebels increasingly open 


KiGAU (AFP) — The 
Rwandan authorities appeared 
increasingly foiifarighi 

Saturday in dteir support for 
rebels fighting the Democratic 
Republic of Congo’s (DRC) 
President Laurent Kabila, 
whom diey accuse of genocide. 

‘The Rwandan government 
believes that Kabila’s regime 
must now accept the reality of 
the situation." said Emmanuel 
Gasana, diplomatic advisor to 
the Rwandan vice-president 
and strongman, Gen^ Paul 
Kagame. 

‘The rebellion is a de facto 
armed opporition which must 
be taken into account and with 
which negotiations must be 
held for a peacefrd senlemeni," 
the aide went on. 

His comments marked a shift 
in the e.xtent to which Rwanda 
has demonscraied its "moraT 
support of the Tuisi-led rebels 


who began their uprising in 
August near the Rwandan bor- 
der. 

"We are already at war 
against Kabila. We are at war 
with him politically and diplo- 
matically, because we luve 
nothing to hide," be said. 

But Rwandan authorities 
have consistently rejected 
Koala’s accusations that they 
are providing the rebels witii 
militaiy support 

Two of ^ leaders of the 
rebellion were seen in the 
Rwandan capitaL Kigali late 
Friday and were expected to 
head back to (joma in the east- 
ern DRC later Saturday. 

They were Bnest Wamba dia 
Wam^ leader of the 
Congolese Rally for*' 
Democracy, the idiel forces’ 
political xtdng, and die movo- 
mentis "minister for external 
relations" Bizinia Karaba. 


Gasana backed die rebels’ 
contention that Kabila’s forces 
have been massacring ethnic 
Tlitsis in several eastern towns 
such as Coma and Kisangani. 
R^ls have shown bodies of 
v'ictims of these alleged mas- 
sacres to the press. 

He attacked the international 
community for failing to act 
iqxm the evidence. 

"Do we not aD know about 
the genocide taking place in 
Kinriiasa. Kisang ani. Kalenii. 
Goma and Lubumboshi? Have 
we not aD heard about mass 
graves in the these places?” 
said Gasana, quoted i^ the 
official Radio Rwanda Friday. 

Ts it not incoinprehensible 
diat die international commu- 
nity remains sileni?" A clear 
message and action must be 
shown now." 

Tbere is now evidence dial 
Kabila’s forces are a collection 


of all the criminal elements in 
the region." including Hutu 
Interahamwe militia who 
fought in Rwanda’s genocidal 
1994 civil WOT and Ugandan 
rebels of the Lord’s Resistance 
Army, he said. 

In Geneva, the United 
Nations High CommissioDer 
for Refugees (UNHGl) Friday 
ccMidemned Katnla's fences for 
lecrmting Rwandan refugees in 
Congo-Brazzaville. 

Several hundreds of these 
refugees are thought to hav'e 
left camps in Congo- 
BrazzaviDe. said UNHCR 
spokeswoman Judith KiimiiL 

Some of them are thought, to 
belong to former Rwandan 
Armed Forces (FAR) who with 
Hutu extremists killed more 
than 500.000 Ihtsis and mod- 
erate Hutus between April and 
July 1994, said Kumin. 


Slovaks wrap up elections that 
could overturn leadership 
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help Kosovo political solution’ 


SKOPJE (AFP) — A "real 
threat” of NATO air strikes 
will help secure a political 
solution to the Kosovo cri- 
sis, U.S. special envoy 
Christopher Hill said here 
Saturday as be awaited 
Serbia’s response to a U.S. 
peace proposal. 

Serb au^orities said they 
would respond this week to 
U.S. proposal setting aside 
the issue of autonomy for 
Kosovo for an interim three 
year period while democra- 
tic institutions and self gov- 
ernment in the province ate 
developed, officials said. 

“A real threat of the use 
of force will assist in fuid- 
iug a political solution,” 


Hill told reporters travel- 
ling with U.S. Defence 
Secretary William Cohen. 

A senior Western diplo- 
mat said there was no 
immediate sign on the 
ground that Yugoslav 
President Slobodan 

Milosevic was responding 
positively to NATO's latest 
threat of air strikes if the 
bloodshed does not stop. 

T chink one has to play 
this out a few days. The ini- 
tial reaction may be a cer- 
tain amount of chest 
thumping and bravado, but 
I think one has to play out 
the scenario a few days.” 
said the diplomat, who 
spoke on condition he not 


be identified. 

As of Friday, security 
operations continued north 
of Pristina although there 
were unconfirmed reports 
that the Serbian forces had 
completed the sweep, the 
Western diplomat said. 

The diplomat, however, 
insisted that latest phase of 
the offensive was directed 
mainly at civilian.s, as the 
UCK forces now held no 
territory and had been vir- 
tually defeated. 

The Serb strategy 
appeared to be to empty 
villages along the rood 
from Pri.stina to Malisevo, 
while making it painfully 
clear to the civilian popula- 


tion chat the UCK could not 
defend them, the diplomat 
said. 

Hill said "we are at a 
phase where there is 
absolutely no Justification 
from anyone’s point of 
view, including even the 
Serb’s own internal logic, 
to continue security opera- 
tions in Kosovo." 

•To continue chose must 
be seen as a direct effort to 
attack the civilian popula- 
tion and it's intolerable. I 
think they understand that 
if they continue that there 
w'ill te a reaction and the 
reaction could be devastat- 
ing for Serbia's future,” he 
said. 


‘Spanish airliner’s captain 
noted no faults before crash’ 
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RABAT iR) — TTie captain i 
a Spanish airliner was in tout 

with ^ rr nf T ir mnrm lle 

luoroents before the plai 
crashed, killing all 38 peop 
on board, but reported no teci 
nical problems, a Morocc: 
ne^paper said S^inday. 

"A few minutes before d 


caasiro[rfie, the captain was in 
■ V fii ‘^'nmunication with air traffic 
ctmiiol in Melilla but did not 

' S.- technical prot>‘ 

the Liberation daily 

: •* • ^ ^ Pauknair fli^t 

southern Spanish city 
oil. of Malaga, slanuned mto a 
r--’ '•‘V fti^y the village 
of Boiimairfbud, 30 km from 
V* >.* ^ Moroccan coastal town of 

.’ as it was preparing to 

vf ^ ^ Spain’s tiny North 
^can enclave of MeliDa. 


The Aiabic-language news- 
paper A1 Alam said its 
reporters saw' fog covering the 
mountains near the crash site. 

This might explain why the 
plane hit a hillside.” A1 Alam 
said. 

Officials were not immedi- 
ately available to comment on 
therqxirts. 

Spanish Civ’il Guard officials 
cHiri the plane, a BAe 146-100, 
disappeared from radar screens 
just after 9 a.rn. (0700 GMT) 
Friday. 

The bodies of the 36 
Spaniaids and two Monoccans 
on board w'cre recovered and 
lepatriated to Melilla Friday 
evening, officials said. 

Moroccan officials said 
Spanish experts had recovered 
both the flight data recorder 
and the cocl^it voice recorder. 


A joint team of investigators 
from Morocco und Spain 
would analyse the “black 
boxes” (0 detemiine the cause 
of the crash, Spanish officials 
said 

The crash, in which 34 pas- 
sengers and four crew died, 
w'as the worst invoK'ing a 
Spanish passenger flight since 
1985. when an Iberia airliner 
crashed near Bilbao, killing 
148 people. 

Spanish forensic specialists 
have identified 13 of the bod- 
ies and police said they lK)ped 
to identify the rest by- the end 
of the weekend 

Once identified the bodies 
will be taken to a makeshift 
morgue that has been set up m 
Mellila’s Sports Complex, 
w'here family members will be 
allowed to see them. 


Tearful family members 
were brought to Melilla from 
Malaga a^ other points in 
Spain Friday evening. 
National carrier Iberia offend 
to take the families to MeliUa 
free of chaige. 

Spanish company Pan Air 
Un^ Aereas, which rents the 
planes from British Aerospace 
then operates them via 
Pauknair, issued a statement 
saying the BAe 146-100 bad 
passed maioteoaoce tests “sat- 
isfoctorily" in June. 

The statement, published by 
the Europa Press news agency, 
said the plane’s captain had 
more than 8,000 flight hours 
and 18 years of experience. 

Pauknair, a sm^ local air- 
line, has flown the route 
between Malaga and Melilla 
since 1995. 


BRATISLAVA, Slovakia (AP) 
— Shunned Vfestem gov- 
emments and investors f(H- its 
heavy-handed practices, 
Slovakia may be hea^ for a 
striking change after two-day 
national electims end 
Satuid^. 

0]^x>sition leaders reiterated 
their predictiens of victory 
niday after a strong initid 
voter mmoul in the Central 
European nation. All 150 seats 
in Parliament are at stake. 

Vladimir Meciar, the autbori- 
larian ]xime nunister whose 
ruling party topped the last pre- 
election opinion polls says he 
will not le^ a minority govern- 
ment and has hinted at the pos- 
sibOiiy of defeat in recent days. 

"Meciar has no chance to put 
together a majority coalition,’* 
Grigorij Meseznikov, an ana- 
lyst at the Institute for Public 
Affairs, an independent 
Bratislava think tank, said 
Friday. 


“The opposition patties are 
certain to win a mtyori^. and it 
appears they are determbMd to 
woik together in a riew' gov'erri- . 
ment" 

Human rights groups and the 
opposition have warned that 
the government might meddle 
with the election in order to 
stay in power. But two Austrian 
(4)servers for the Organisation 
Ax' Security and CoopCTtioo in 
Europe, which has over 200 
election monitors ;neseiii, 

voiced satisfactim with 

Friday's voting. 

Jotuumes Voggenhuber told 
the Austria Press Agency it was 
“surprisingly wen-org^iised." 
Slo^ eleven officials said 
Saturday the voting was goirig 
smoothly with no significant 
problems nationwide. 

From the Danube River in 
the southwest to the rugged 
High Tatra Mountains in the 
east, Slovak voters seem enthu- 
siastic about the vote — the 


second since the country 
became indQ)endent from the 
fotiner C^hoslovakia in 
January 1993. 

Pensioners, businessmen and 
mothers with small children in 
row flocked ro polling stations 
in the cajntal Bratiklava, a 
bustling dd inrlnsmal city 
where featureless concrete 
buildings from Communist 
times mingle with more grace- 
ful ardtiiectme from its days in 
the Austro-Hungaiian empire. 

PensiODer l Jirfmila 

Maiiaova, 74, said she voted 
for Meciar's ruling pony 
because she trusted him 
"Nobody else appreciates those 
of us who have put in four 
years o£ hard wok," she said 
outside a Braiidava poDing sta- 
tion 

But many younger, more 
urban Slovaks back & opposi- 
tion and are fed up with tire 
policies of the ruling party, 
which tiiey perceive as anti- 


democratic and benefiting the 
owners of Slovakia's newly 
privatised industries. 

Six of 17 competing parties 
are likely ro get ^e required 5 
per cent minimum nekled ro 
gain seats in Parliament Only 
the Slo\'ak National Party, an 
extreme-rightist group whose 
billboards proclaim it is Tcm' a 
Slovakia without parasites'’ — 
a slur flgainct minorily ethnic 
Hungarians and Gypsies — 
says it would ^y with 
Meciar's party. 

The other four parties are 
frmn the oppoation. led by the 
Slovak Demociatic Coalition. 
Its leader, 43-year-old MIkuIas 
Dzurioda, is the likely opposi- 
lirai choice to become prime 

minis ter 

"We win stick toother. If 
there are [xoblems, we ate 
going ro stay together, because 
we will always remember the 
bad tiiTtes wider Meciar,” he 
said earlier this week. 


‘Finally, something that works against common cold’ 


LOS ANGHES (R) — 
Biotech company Agouron 
Pharmace-uticals nqxvted early 
results Satunlay for a drug it 
hopes win eventually offer a 
cure for the commra cold 

The experimental drug stop- 
ped the growth of the virus that 
causes common cold in test 
tubes. Agouron now expects to 
start clinical trials on humans 
before the end of the year. 

Even if the drag proves to be 
a cure for the cold, it will take 
yeans of study before it gets gov- 
ernment ai^VDva) and hits the 
maiket 

The most fiequent cause of 
the common cold is the Human 
RhinoViius (HRV). Sdendsts at 
Agounxi have unravelled die 
sducture of the virus and found 
an enzyme called 3C protease 
that is re^nsible for the 
growth and spread of the viras 
thrtxjgh the body. 


The drug, called AG70S8, 
inactivates the 3C protease en- 
zyme, stopping the qxead of die 
virus. Researdiers tested 46 of 
the more dian 100 known 
HRVs and found the drug effec- 
tive against them alL 

“We tested this compound 
againa 46 different HRV types 
and we found that evety single 
one of them was inhib ited by 
the cranpound," Agoun»’s Dr. 
Amy Patick said in a telephone 
interview. 

F^ck nqxuted her findings at 
the American Society for 
Mkio-biology’s Intetsdeoce 
Cbnfe-nsDce on Andmicrc^nal 
Agents and Chemotherapy 
(ICAAQ in San Diego. 

While for most people the 
common cold is little moe than 
a shnt-lived nuisance, for some 
with low inumme systems or 
undeiiying re^phatoiy prob- 
lems, contracting a cold can 


ggiwte serious fllness OT even 
death. 

Agouron’s drug is the latest in 
a long line of attenqxs to cure 
the common cold. One of the 
probfens wid) finding a cure fin* 
die cold is diat dioe are so many 
HRVs. k is bard ro find anything 

ihar will v argtnate againg tTmm 

aO. 

While there are many vari- 
eties of HRVs, most the 
3C protease enzyme, Mtich is 
why Agouron dunks hs new 
drug will help against aD colds. 

By taigeting this enzyme, 
Agouron is takiag a novel ap- 
poach. Most of the previous 
feOed anenqxs attacked proteins 
on the outside of the virus. But 
3C protease is on the inside. 

‘The 3C protease enzyme is a 
necesrity fw the virus ro repU- 
cate and » the 3C {xoiease 
eaizyroes in aD HRVs are very 
mu^ alike,” Patick said. 


Many potential cur : devel- 
oped over the y^rars ‘ailed 
because they were only effec- 
dve during a certain pan of the 
virus’ qvead, whDe Agouixxi's 
approach had the potential ‘to 
treat a cold at any stage in its 
developmenL, Patick said 

“We want to be able to use 
this drag before patients get 
infected with the virus and we 
would like ro use it after the 
patients becomes infected," she 
said 

Although many drags in the 
laboraiDiy have appeared to 
offer the elusive cure for die 
common cold only to fail when 
tested in huinans, Pidek 
remains cfitiinisdc. 

"We have a l(»g wt^ to go,” 
die said “We have ro test in 
humans and any develqiment 
patfaw^ can be vay complicat- 
ed. but we'ie taking the plunge 
and Tm optimistic.** 
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Sunday’s Economic Pulse ■ ■ 

Isolationist economists obsolete 


BELIEVE rr or not but among Jordanian economists 
there still are some outmoded economists who live in the 
past and ignore the real world around them. 

Such reactionary economists still think that Jordan 
made a fatal mistake in opening up its maikets. ThQr 
believe that opening the door for imports is the main rea- 
son behind the current economic recession. The cure 
±erefore, in their view, is to restrict imports, either 
through Ugh levels of customs duties, through a quota 
system, or by eoq)loymg the two regimes simultaneously 
or selectively. 

Those economists live outside history. They deal with 
the problems of a country of their own imagination, 
which has nothing to do with the real Jordan and its own 
actual circumstances, level of development and practical 
reladons with the world. They like to see Jordan as a seif- 
sufBcient and closed fortress, which can build manufac- 
turing indusuies as import substitutes in the local market, 
instead of producing goods and services for large scale 
export to the vast worid maikets. 

It may be worthwhile for these friends to take note of 


the fact that Jordan has already signed a partnership 
a gr eement with the European Union, which means, 
among other things, the creation of a free trade area 
between Jordan on one hand and 15 industrialised coun- 
tries on the other, which will develop gradually over the 
coining 12 years to become a fully-fledged free trade area 
by the year 2010. 

It is equally useful for this outmoded group of econo- 
mists to understand that Jordan is currently involved in 
bard negodatioDS with the Worid Trade Organisadon 
(WTO) to facilitate early accession to the organisation, 
which, among other things, entails removal of all custom 
and non-custom barriers, and the opening up of our mar- 
ket to the international trade in exchange for opening up 
Ae international maikets for our own exports both of 
goods and services. 

It may be of value for those economists also to take note 
of the fact that Jordan already signed the agreement for a 
Pan-Arab free trade area, wtuch means a commitment to 
reduce customs duty on imports by 10 per cent a year to 
dis;^pear altogether by the year 2007. As a matter of fact 


Rehabilitating Iraq \can mic ommsMf cumNi.. 


IRAQ’S CALL for normalisation of relations 
witii Kuwait is certainly a step in the right 
direction. Nine years after the Iraqi invasion 
and occupation of Kuwait, Baghdad has made 
several moves to restore normal relations vrith 
its neighbouring country including its recog- 
nition in 1994 and the acceptance of tiie UN. 
Security Council-imposed borders with it 
The one m^or hurdle that tiie two countries 
need to clear is the issue of mi.«ing Kuwaitis 
whom Iraq d^es holding and the emirate 
insists are still in Baghdad’s custody. 
However, although Kuwait should feel more 
secure now that &aq relinquished all territor- 
ial claims to it and vow^ to respect their 
common international borders, it does not 
The Kuwaitis have been relnctant to recip- 
rocate the Iraqi gestures because they still 
fear that Iraq harbonrs aggressive intentions 
towards its independence and territorial 
integrity. But after so many years of cripplii^ 
sanrti nns and the weakening of Iraq’s mili- 
tary and economic might, it is ho]^ that 
Iraq is sincere in its dedaration that it wants 
to open a new chapter in its relations with 
Kuwait and its people. B^hdad could also 
consolidate its efforts for better relations with 
Kuwait by signing a non-i^gression pact 


guaranteed Arab countries as well as by 
the Secnrity Conncil. A positive gesture from 


Kuwait towards Iraq would certainly help to 
defuse the crisis of confidents between fraq 
and the UN. 

After Iraq suspended cooperation with the 
U.N. Special Commission (UNSCOM) last 
month, the council responded by adopting yet 
another resolution calling on Iraq to roll back 
its decision. Baghdad hinted that the decision 
to stop cooperation with UNSCOM could be 
revok^ only when the UN. changes its hostile 
posture towards it UN. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan has called for a fresh reconsider- 
ation of the Iraqi file in a bid to gain Iraq’s 
continued cooperation. The five permanent 
members of the council have since agreed to 
undertake a comprehensive review of the 
U.N.’s relations with Iraq provided that Iraq 
goes back on its decision to halt cooperation 
with the international organisation. 

It seems then that there are enough bases to 
usher in a new era in international relations 
with Iraq. The framework for such a new 
chapter bias already been set by tbe U.N. sec- 
rete^ general, the five permanent members 
of the council and Iraq. Normalisation of rela- 
tions between Iraq and the Gulf Cooperation 
Council countries would certainly lend addi- 
tional support to the recent efforts to improve 
relations with Iraq. That is why we whole- 
heartedly support Iraq’s bid to r^ain its 
place within both the Arab fold as well as 
within the international community. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 RaT's Fabed Fanek said that after tbe Jordanian- 
Israeli peace treaty, tbe Kingdom suffered from 
increased poverty, unenq)]oyment and a reduction of 
economic growth. He added that this was a result of 
high expectation raised by officials' promises. On die 
Palestinian track, Fanek said, the situation did not 
encourage businessmen to Invest there. The problem 
got worse, he said, when tbe Likud Party came into 
power. In addition, Israel did not open its market to 
Jordanian goods, which as a result, did not reach the 
Pa/esdniao maiksL At the same time as Jordan Ufted the 
economic ban on Israel, the latter imposed an unofficial 
one on Jordan. Fanek claimed. Politically speaking, the 
democratic march has stopped because of the deadlock 
in die peace process, which in turn resulted in the new 
Press and ^blications Law. F^uie in the peace 
process will negatively affect Jordan’s present and 
foture, Fanek said. 


A1 Dustour’s Jihad Momani reviewed the idea of form- 
ing a higher council for Jordanian journalism which, he 
said, will be a result of cooperation between tbe 
Minis try of Information and the press. The council will 
have to find a proper supervision mechanism to control 
any kind of inappropriate behaviour that might occur in 
tbe press, the writer added. The council in addition, has 
to set up media policies. Momani said it is obvious that 
the idea enjoys the blessings of all involved parties. But 
he warned against hastiness in foiming such a body 
before considering all aspects, and advised that the 
councifs membership should include representatives 
from all society’s sectors. If formed, the suggested 
council will be the starting point of a unified national 
forum for press-related issues, Momani stated. 
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Statehood and empty gestures 


ByP.V.Vrvckanaiid 


BU£5I1NIAN LEADER Yasser 
Aia&ttakeshiscaseforaDindqsa- 
deot Palestinian stale te the Uni^ 
Nadoos General Assonbly dus 
week against tbe backdrop of a 
Ht>sfTlneIf io the rmplpmantati nn of 
the Oslo agreements and 
daeats to ftsmally annex tbe 
Bank if be declared Palesdnian inde- 
peDdeDceinM^1999. 

Ara&i, obviously seddng to go 
down in Ustory as tbe I^lesdnian 
leader to declcrc Paksdnian inde- 
pendence horn PaiesdniaQ soil is 
e]q)ected te raise ids grievanoes over 
Isitel's iriiisal to abide by its com- 
ndnnent to die Oslo accord and sid>- 
sequeix agreemeois. leafSrm his 
lenuDciadoD of anned struggle and 
appeal for intemadoDal siqipoit 
dK Mesdnian dream (tf indqiea- 
denoe. 

While tbe logjam in transladng the 
Oslo aocoids into realities on tbe 
ground is attributed to Istaeli- 
Raksdnian difioeoces over the 
scqie of an Israeli ndlitaiy redejdoy- 
ment in die West Bank, tbe core of 
the ptoUero lem^ the unmistak- 
abk Israeli pursuit under hardliDe 
Prime Minister Rwiy amin 
Neianyabu to pre-empt RiksdniaD 
indepoideDoe and the Wfest 
Bank as Israel's bad^ard. 

To be far, DO one can blame 
Netanyahu for midearting ihe 
{^ksdnians, die Arab l\bild and the 
iniemadonal connnunity at large He 
set his agenda during foe canyaign 
ifr 1996 ekedoa and pnooier- 
stnp (HI a cka* f^oim ‘'peace 
wifo sBcuii^** for the Isiatii people 
and ‘‘self-niie but not independence” 
for the Pciksdniaa peopk. 
Regardless of tbe extent of his suc- 
cess cr foihire this far; be has been 
incongstent in anyd^ but that 
pledge. 

Wthin thp f ffflhn cS intwnal loa^li 

pofoks, Netanyahu’s strati^ has 
wcdoedwellsofonButthempiiie- 
ments (rf'peate with the Rikstmians 
dictae otherwise. 

At every stage of negotiadoos 
with tbe Rdesdnians, Neta^rahu has 
been successful in slnq^ tbe 
iiqilemeataiioD of tbs 0^ ageee- 
mots in his camby’s fovonr He 
managed to efiride Htiam into 
Jewish and Paksdnian sectos, 
expanded Jewitii srttkuieni die 
West Bank and Arab East Jemsalem, 
ti^uened tbe Isradi grip on the Holy 
and systenutically stalkd any 
mrann^fiil discusskns on die 


tbenoest issues of die (xinflki — tbe 
status di Jerusalem, tbe so^ie of 
Isradi wjtfvkawal fiom the ocoqiied 
kniimes which would set tbe out- 
hoe of a Paksdnian entity and tbe 
fate of tbe Paksdnian lefogees and 
(fisplaced. scattered io severd coun- 
tries in tbe iqjon. 

Beyond Ib^ Netanyahu, wbo has 
retabedlbeoUguardlaaefimeiital- 

when it comes to the existenoe of 
Jewish state as a lone island 
deq^ bis Wlestem education and 
50-^ed hbetalism, couU not care 
kss abott Doonahai^ reladoDS vnth 
the Arab World. As such, tbe Arab 
deeze in normalistdion (f lelatuns 
with Israel is not an issue, as far as 
his diiiddi^ goes. 

If anythii^ he is known to have 
expressed in private hb caivicdon 
that Israel could work successfully 
on setting up relations widi aiiy Arab 
country h wanted such tks badly 
enough. 

And indeed, like most other Israeli 
pohdeians who served as priine min- 
ister before hiia Netanyahu believes 
m die migbt of die Israeh arn^. cou- 
pled widi tbe couDOy's sBoag 
*'stial^ (read mihtaiy) alliance" 
with U5. as ins ace to persuade 
the Arabs ro aco^ laadiK&tated 
solutions for peace in the i^oa 
Hirt is firmly entrenched behind bis 
consistent refusal to even entotain 
the kka of peace with Syria based 00 
a return the su^^ CMan 
Hd^ to Damascus. 

h is agaiist this anogance and bla- 
tant riefianoa of tnlgrTwrinm l hyri . 

maty tfattt Ara& k ixfBQg to use the 
UJ^. General Assembfy to send a 


al community diat be bad done 
mtich iiKxe than what was expect 
(ri’ him in hoe with the Osk) ^ree- 
menis de^te Israeh iniiansigeDce. 
He is esqrKRd to leassett not only 
the Paksdnians’ right to set up an 
indqieDdeDt state, but also declare 
tbatstaiemMayI999,tbebypotbet- 
ical deadOne for die in^dematadoo 
of the Oslo accords, and call fo^ 
ilIteaIadolBlsuppcnfb^bis(lecIara- 
dODOftixlepetideDce. 

Tbe pattOT of world sqiport for 
die Palesdniari r^^xoadi was set last 
nxxtifa wha the (Jeneral Assembly 
voted to upgrade the status of die 
Paksdoe Liberation Orgaoisadoo 
vritb only four rfissenting voices — - 
the U5„ two obscure i^ods in die 
wilderness, and of course laael. 
Indeed, tbe Paksdnians could have 
done much bdter with an open 
*\es** vrxe fitxn a few of those oouD- 


tries, oiosdy European, which cp^ 
to absttin, but thm their abstention 
wm attribuied to poBdcal considera- 
tiens related to U.S. and Israel 
radier dian opposition to Palestinian 
aspradons. 

Of course, in priocipk there is 
nothing that should stop Arafat fiom 
declarii^ Paksdnian independence 
on MayA 1999, Gve years to the d^ 
the fiirt implemeniadon agreement 
was ggned in eight mooihs 
after the landmark Oslo accord was 
fonnahsed on the lawns of the Wlute 
House by Arafat and tbe then Israeli 
prime minister. Yitzhak Rabin. 

Howewc. Arafat faces several pit- 
falls. These mclude another qxHe of 
Paksdnian militant anadcs against 
Israelis which could dlt vrarid public 
opimrai, albeh indireedy. in fa^ 
Netai^abu's derigns. the possi- 
bility Israel unilaieraUy "annex- 
ing" tbe West Bank after using mili- 
tar>' force to retake some or all the 
Bank temtoiy now adminis- 
lered by the Potednian self-rule 
audiotiQ'. 

Altemadvely, Israel could seal off 
die entire West Bank and by 50^ to 
the territoiy, maldng life impossible 
for tbe Paksdnians until tb^ are 
ready to ggn on tbe dotted line. 

Beyond those mililaiy possibili- 
ties. Aiafet faces a much grawr lisL 

A deciatadon of indqmknce by 
tbe Paksdnians will eflecdvely 
sound the death knell for aD n^otia- 
drais wifo Israel based on tbe Oslo 
accords. This definiiely means the 
end of an hopes for re^tini^ any 
nure of tte occupied tesiiories. 

In die eventual that Isael does 
not opt to invade and retake the 
Pakstiokn-controlkd lemtories, the 
boinidaies of the physically isolated 
chunks Bank territr^ vrould 

become tbe firaitieis of the notional 
(tf jMesdne. and this would 
efibed^ kill the Palestinian hopes 
fo have a geograf^iically viaUe in^ 
pendent Pal^inian state. 

Indeed, such dianfegiauxi of die 
W:st Bank was no arckknt eidter, it 
was the predetennioed outcome of 
divicBng the temioty into “zones" of 
Palesii^ and laneli comrN, vrith 
the Israeli am^ remainiiig in diarge 
d. aU majw highways and access 
roads connecting one Batdc 
communiiy to anober. Again, it is 
only a refkdkM of die inherent 
weakness die Palestinian negotiat- 
ing stand dktaied by the bala^ of 
power and reality of fdtyscal control 
ot’tenrrtGiy. 

And tb^ is the key to the dilerama. 


The Palestinians are kft to D^otiate 
cm dieir own but, by definition, their 
status as the occupied demanding 
their ri^ fiom the ocoqiier has 
made tte Q^odadrms a farce. 

Some Arab states did not like die 
ideaof tbe Palestinians gomg it akne 
and signing tbe Oslo accord whik 
odieis were haj:^ diat die 
Ibiestinian problem sttmed to be on 
its w^ out of tbrir hair. They are not 
gi^ to re-engage dionselve 
except to issue periodical statements 
condemning Isml and repeat their 
call for iuemadonal sanctions 
against die Jewish state. 

As such, the onus shifts to the 
international co r mnunity. widefa has 
been most vocal in reiterating siq>- 
port for the Oslo a^eements. 
Indeed, it was die ovowhefaniiig 
welcome that wrald countries 
extended to (he agreements that 
encoun^ many Paksdniaas to 
rally behmd die Oslo process, 
expecting diat the worid would be 
wiiiu^ to exert real pressure on die 
Jewish srate when the time came. 
Had diose expectations miuerialised. 
then the Middk East would have 
been on its way to be a much better 
place today. 

Tbe l e pt es en t ai ves of those 
axmtries who would heiU' Arafo 
declare his intentions fiom die U>1. 
podium next wedc, should also be 
well aware that the Pakstinkn leader 
is counting on them to extend effec- 
tive support for the Palestinian 
dream ofindqiendence by oonaete 
actkxL 

If dig' really mean the apfdause 
di^ would gjve to Arafet’s em{diags 
on his comnutmeitt to peace with 
Israel and rat the Rikteoian pledge 
not fo give up dieff quest for ind^ 
perKleace de^ie all odds, then tb^ 
could prove it by pulling up the real 
culprit in the eqtotiai Israel — 
and ensure ihaUlK Jewish state bears 
the foil brunt of intematiODo! anger 
until it bows lo intemationai 1^- 
macy and reqiecis ether’s legitimate 

But it looks uniiicely. In ail likeli- 
bood, the international voice behind 
Anifr wiU be limited ID tbe echoes 
of tbe appkiuse that the Palestinian 
kader wiD draw in the Geoetal 
AssemUy toil and be wiD be as 
lonely ever as be makes his w^ 
out of the hypothetically powerful 
g^nhrn ngrffewrrtlaimiiiunitv. 


The writer is a previous editor wiih 
the Jordan Tones, now a 
Gt^oday 


1 AffMwl willine individual Arab countries to enter. 

immediate effe aad 

without negative lists of comme^taes. • . 

In effect supporters of restncoons on mde wmi Jorian 
to withdraw from the European partnership and it to. 

Shef“'oImtries of the Mediterranean ^ Israel Md 
Turkey. They want us to shun the WTO wtoch^u^ 

90 per cent of the world trade. Md to jomSoi^^^^ 

Alb^a, aid Naim-bia who make up the remaining 10 per 

The call to close our borders and subsidise indus- 
tries by installing high protection waUs, or restnepng the. 
quantities that can be imported of^any commojty srm 
of economic fondament^sm. Tbe closure of hord^ is 
no more acceptable even to a great superpower, which can 
consider the idea of self-sufficiency oidy to let. 

alone a small country like Jonian. Builc^ 
around Jordan is tantamount to sutcide. It is m Jonlms 
best interest to integrate its economy with the mternation- . 
al market and reap all the benefits of huge maikets; dm 
growth potential, and increased efficiency of productioiL 


The nature of 
human nature 


EiStor^ note: This is the diird 
and final part of a trilogy on 
the ‘real history of die human 
race,' by Gwynne Dyer 


THE DISCX)VERIES of tbe 
past decade have given us a 
new view of histop', a new 
insight into pre-history — 
and maybe even a new under- 
standing of human nature. 
For a while reseaicbeis from 
many disciplines have been 
rewritipg h uman history, pri- 
Qiatologists have been wodt- 
ing on our links with the pre- 
human past 

A deluge of new research 
on chimpanzees and other 
primates has been uncovering 
the roots of human social 
sexual and even political 
behaviour in our near primate 
rel^uives. Twenty years ago, a 
book called ‘Chimpamzee 
Politics' would have been 
ri^cuied and dismissed. Now 
its author. Rans de Waal of 
the Yerkes Piimace C^Ienter at 
Emc^ UniversiQ' in Atlanta. 
Geot;^ is the nsigning 
expert of the new primatol- 

Once, primate researchers 
spent much of dielr time 
seeldDig parallels between 
human and p rimate behav- 
iour. but now they are also 
enqihasisiiig the differences 
between us. They have begun 
to aigue that human bei^ 
are less aggressive and more 
cooperative, less hierarchical 
and more egalitarian, than our 
primate relatives. That we are 
basicaQy (as de Waal's latest 
book title puts it) ‘Good- 
Natured.* And forthec. that 
our cooperative and egalitari- 
an style has clear evolution- 
ary roots and reasrais. 

So what explains the last 
10.000 years of history, a bit- 
ter tale of unending violence 
and exploit^on? That is the 
sort of basic question that is 
now being tackled. Three or 
four years ago, for example, I 
talked my way into a closed 
multi-disciplinary sympo- 
sium at Emory, oiganised by 
de Waal, on ^e problem rtf 
the *U- ^tqied curve.' 

The question was: why did 
we change from tiie violent, 
vertical hierarchies of the 
chimpanzee band to the food- 
sharing. consensus-based 
societies of human hunter- 
gatherers? And why did we 
then shift from those egalitar- 
ian societies to the rigid, ver- 
tical hierarchies of civil- 
isation. where every society 
was a tyranny until very 
recently? \ferticaJ chiizi- 
panzees. horizontal hunter- 
gatherers, vertical civilisa- 
tions: the U-shaped curve. 
There was no definitive 
answer, of course, but the 
people who had been invited 
— anthropolc^ts. aichaeol- 
O0sts. evolutionary biolo- 
gists. primatologists. even 
social p^cboIogLsts — talked 
about how the shift amons 
early humans to pair-bonding 
(or ‘impetfea monogamy*, 


you like) broke down tiie 
male Hnminanm faiezatcbies 
that are typical of our closest 
primate relatives. 

This shiit from ‘a^ 
males' lording it over foeir 
harems to a system where 
couples raised families was 
driven by the huge demands 
that human children make on 
their mothecs: human females 
needed semi-penoanent 

mates to help out But pair- 
bemding meant more egalitar- 
ian sodeties wbeie the alpha 
male h^ been dethroned, and 
this kind of society woikeda 
lot better, it turo^ out. for 
intelligent, cooperative 
human groups that could {rian 

ahmri. 

Then the experts tailed 
about how human beings bad 
to revert to traditiraial priniaie 
dominance hierarchies — 
pulling a disused old tool out 
of our evolutionary toottiox, 
so to speak — to cope wife 
running die huge societies of 
thousands, dien millions cf 
pei^le that were produired iy 
tbe agricultural revolutioiL 
Such sodeties were just too 
big to be run by consensus, at 
least befene tiie avail^Uhy of 
mass communications. 

Th^ ^dn't speculate (bull 
would) about how tbe diiw to 
democratise moss sodeties in 
die past two centuries is an 
attempt to return to the less 
hteraichicaL more equal 
sodal patterns that we lived 
in until 10.(X)0 years ago, 
when the groups were gnal 
And nobody was 'bold 
enough to use the discredited 
wOTd ‘progress' — but the 
new research even ofieis 
grounds for resurrecting that 
heavily loaded term. 

The new meta-history is not 
yet written, but when it is 
done we may feel a lot better 
about ourselves than we do 
now. We will have better 
answers about race, about the 
nature of human politics, 
even about the role of vio- 
lence in human affoiis. 
Maybe above all about that. 

It won't be a very pietiy 
answer. We probably did 
exterminate our Neanderthal 
relatives, and in our huntii^* 
and-gaihering childhood we 
were still a very violet lot It 
has been estirnated for vari- 
ous groups — the IKnog 
(Bushmen) of the Kalahari, 
the Yanomamo of the 
Amazon — that up to 25 per- 
cent of male hunter-gadiereis 
die by murder (mostly of the 
‘Oh. my God, I didn't mean 
to hit him that hard' variety) 
or in war. 

If that's where you're start- 
ing from, almost anythiitg can 
be counted as progress, so we 
shouldn't get carried away 
with the notioiL But we 
shouldn't deny change ibe 
better either to achieve the : 
kind of casualty toll hunter- 
gatherers lived with, we 
would need to fight a full 
scale nuclear war eveiy 20 
years or so. 
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Correction 


yesterday, the Jordan Times 
rept^ed that fomier Pnme Minister Muder Badran won 

^ ‘^y a majority of 64 

votes. In fact, Mr Badran secured 65 votes with nine 
deputies voting against his government and six abstain- 
ing. We regret any inconvenience caused by the eiror. 


Jordan Times jeefa lo coma errors as soon as possible.- 
Pleje quote date and page number. Readers may contact the 
Jordan Times at the numbers mentioned etsev^here on this 
page. 
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Can Ruslan production seize its chance? 


By Marielle Eudes 

Agence France Presse 

the crash of ihe rouble has made the price 
of imported goods soar in recent weeks, creating 
a golden opportunity for national pn^ucts to 
rate their place on Russian shelves. 

Bui the question is; Is there actually a Russian 

product? 

Soviet products had lost their competitiveness 
by the fall of communism in 1991. When the 
doors to Russian motkets were opened to foreign 
goods, these irems were instantly washed awav 
Since then, however, the industrial infrasnuc- 
luie has not been remodelled and is in a bad way 
today. 

'^Investment has been falling for seven yeare. 
Production machinery is very run down and 
there is now less money dian e\'er to relaunch 
it,’' an economist said. 


Only car-manufacturing appears to be in a 
.s^g position, having profited from major for- 
eign inyasiment since a February decree granti- 
ng pn\ileges to Luge investors. 

Joint projects between Renault and Moskvich, 
Fiat with GAZ and Ford in the Saint Petersburg 
area remain high points in Ru.ssian manufactur- 
ing. 

Certiun imni-.sectors could also take advantage 
of foreign investors pulling out of the country. 

Chocolate, biscuit and confectioneiy-maJdng 
have been gnawing away at foreign competition 
since the beginning of the year, while fruit juices 
and milk — but not dairy products — are al so 
successful. 

.Alcohol and tobacco products will also profit 
fnm a state monopoly announced by Prime 
Minister Yevgeny Primakov, 

These sectors, which have managed to attract 
foreign inve.stors .such as Mars, Dancaie, Par- 


malat and RJ Reynolds, remain veiy limited 
however. 

Tlic situation is less optimistic in other entire 
sectors of the economy. 

The building industiy, including cement pro- 
duction and piping, is incapable of bouncing 
back. It functions at a loss and ageing conglom- 
erates sumve only by barter. 

In the agricultu^ and food-production sector 
the situation borders on the absurd. 

Russia imporLs 50 per cent of iis foudstulTs. 
Even Rassiun sausages, which flourished in the 
Soviet era, will have trouble regaining their for- 
mer predominance, with livestock depleted and 
most meat imported. 

Russh would need to double the number of its 
current 50 million cows and pig.s for meur pro- 
duction to get back on its feci, which the week- 
ly paper D^ngi said would take a dozen years. 

Even if, by magic, such results could be 


achieved, there would be no way to feed the live- 
stock: while the nation was eiuing the animals to 
survive the last decade, grain harv'ests have 
crashed along with the Soviet Union. 

The grain harvest this y'ear was 55 million 
tonnes, just enough to feed the Russian people, 
.said L^nid Chechinski, president of the Roshk- 
leproduki baking ingredients company. 

To reach the pnxluction levels of the heyday of 
the So%iet Union would mean buv'ing thousands 
of combine harvcMers, fcnili.suig vast tracts of 
land and building new grain silos. But where 
would the money come ^m? 

Russia’s national electrical goods production 
is almost virtually non-existent With the excep- 
tion of television sets and refrigerators, the mar- 
ket is contracting under pressure from Korean 
imports, while neighbouring Ukraine and 
Belarus are also making inroads on the market. 

As for washing machines. Dy'engi reported 


that “the only quuUl>' national factory', Vesta, 
went bankrupt a year and a half ago." 

Most textile factories from the Soviet era have 
also shut dow'n. Those that remain use imported 
materials but turn out inferior quality go^ in 
the face of tough competition from factocies in 
.Asia, an economist said. 

Russian production, now only 40 per cent of 
its Soviet-era capacity, and 30 per cent In the 
light industry sector, will be hit hard by the cur- 
rent economic crisis. 

"The relaunch of Russian production cannot 
take place without foreign investment," an ana- 
lyst stressed. 

“In place of high-quality, expensive Western 
goods, the market will Ik invaded by Asian 
products. And then our producers will be shut 
down,” predicted Dyengi. 

Insiead of Italian pasta, tomorrow’s Russians 
will be eating Chinese noodles. 
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German elections 



A life devoted to power 


Kohl and Schroeder go east 


Pte^ of Helmut KM, the Cer- 
man Chancellor, by Patiida 


ONE LATE summer afianoon. 
after his first day at sdwtJ, a .qnall 
ruDi of a bc^ called Hdmut 
brou^ a crowd of his new dass- 
maies back borne with him. W^th 
Heknut at didr head, iiey 
swarmed up to the ainc, dragged 
down an old koeading trough, 
launched h on a nearby pond and 
happily paddled round in ri ibr 
ben^ From diat day on, his older 
tisier Hikkgard recall many 
years laiec. £e bc^ aD followed 
him. 

Before long, Heftruic could be 
seen stnioing around the garden 
with a leacxby on his head and a 
^leei round his sbouldos, {laying 
a favourite game. He was a U^iop, 
and his frirods were dutifully car- 
rying his Drain. 

Loddng back DOW, h is dear diat 
fiom his very earliest years the 
wfade mainspring of Helmut 
Kohl's being was a colossal aH- 
absortmg drive fix' power; wiiidi 
nothing and oo-one has yet been 
d)le to stop, and may still be 
und)ie to stop, even after 16 yens 
ofpowee 

YeL and UDComplicaied 
ihou|^ Ik; is. many Gennaas have 
never quite giaq)^ wfiat makes 
bim lic^ for an the feeling tiiat be 
has had day. Even today, peqile 
can still marvel diat a man of ins 
liimted ialoiis cm make itio the 
top and hang cm for so long, let 
alooe become arguably one of the 
gieaest of QrancsUcirs Germany 
has had smoe Bianarck, leumtiitg 
bis couQOy and fonring the pace of 
European unificarinn through 
monetary union. 

Fcr vtto Germans think erf* the 
ideal quafides for a leader, Kdil 
never seems to fiithe bilL He is a 
not a great nund. he is a mediocie 
he has no charisma, he 
does not insf^ pec^ his nnage 
in the media has c^ten been dismal 
He is not a man of whem bis com- 
patriots have often been proud. But 
Kohl does not care. 

Ever since his schooldays, in die 
RUnebod town of Ludw^gshafen, 
Kohl has been pedecting the art of 
power. Aldnu^ fev some years 
the smallest in die class, he shot iq> 
suddenly at 15 to become the 
laHfttf of rhwn aH He quickly 
roade hiinself die leader; oiga^ 
^ pranks and projects, medbting 
in the dispulBs; helfting weako' 
manbeg. actii^ as their 

spekesman towards the and 

Idling for the local amtueur foot- 
ball team. 

In those days, he mi^t use his 
fists to make a point and when, at 
(he age of 1 6. he cutting bis 

teedi in nm^aiMn Democrat pc^ 
tics, brawls with the rival Social 


Democrats were pan of the fun. 
Even DOW he is not above sinpiv* 
towoing menacingly over a irou- 
bfemaker, using his sheer pliysical 
size to cow him or her into sub- 
mission. 

Yet two fundameoial erqieri- 
ences ensured that Kohl sought 
and achieved power by developing 
groat skills of conciliation and 
mediation demanded by W^st Ger- 
many's consensus. One was his 
devastating posonal experiences 
of die war, in which his elder 
brodur was killed, when he was a 
young teenager. Hu other was 
gewg to Sunday seminars held 
a far-sedng Ludwigsbafen jmest 
who trained promisin g lack in the 
priod(des aid practice of democ- 
racy. Nanow be 


may be, but “ 
diose experi- 

mrps ensured f • Jw 

that he had the • 

vision when it mair 

mattered, to 

reunite Ger- L 

marry, and to ■ 

kxdt that leuni- , 

fication to a iDd/ZI 
Eun^ of 

inaeasing into- /^rilnC 

gratioL L/L/lC/w 

The young , 

Kohl had DO QuSi 
political patiCKL- 

He accumulai- WWl 
edpoweroitire- tlflw 
ly ^ tfusnog 

his own gut DO 

instincts. FBs * 

technique was 

to woo supponos amcxig the 
ycMjng, march dKm into local party 
meetirigs and get okler rivals dint- 
mated and biiDself elected to 
cri£ce. He would use that office to 
spread fais vast capillaiy network 
of contacts, allies and infenners, 
who to this warn him of trou- 
Ue, and throu^ w4)om he absobs 
the mood of the country. He would 
use each o£5cc to gain experience, 
defeat rivals, dsp^ patronage to 
gain odiers' ktydty, and win elec- 
tion to higher offi^ Step by step, 
be climbed die ladder tfarou^ 
locd, district and ev«ntuaOy 
regional politics, always sedang 
pat^, rate than public office (be 
could rise faster te w:^) until at 
the age of 39, he emerged tri- 
umphant with (be top job — be 
Ibe (xiroe niinfatg of 
Rhineland-I^iatinaie. 

Within seven yeans, be bad 
fmrigfiTnned his impoverished 
teckwater into a tfariving, go- 
ahead region. His reforms became 
models for others to copy, Us suc- 
cess an inspiration for his party. 
And yet, when in 1976 he beome 
the leader of the CDLt opf^'tion 
in Bonn, many, even in bis own 
party, sneered. 'Thai prorindal 
politician," spat a high (^Bdal in 


the SFD govemmem. ‘Those naff 
Sluts, thu dreadful ?«wnt itwt self- 
sons^ smite. Ugh!" 

Hnv cared about KoU's record 
back home. In that political village 
accustomed to die diarismatic 
Willy Brandt, the Social Democrat 
leader, the ardi-compclent Chun- 
ccllor Helmut Sdtmidi, and their 
retinues of high-powered iniellec- 
tuals, his honi^un ways seemed 
iauglublc. He became, and 
temoinud for years, (he but of end- 
less jokes. 

Few endinaty mortals could 
have survived the searing derision, 
the humiliations and the Utter 
defeats that KUil sufierod, yet he 
shntgged them oXi with rqrpareni 
in-difference. For Us ambition was 
cou]^ with 
anabsUuteaod 

The whole 

• - self. He called 

mainspring it hfnien 

' ^ tauskommi" 

of Kohl’s 

tianslated as 

f . . “ihe bottom 

being is a ^ ^ 

^ boticxD line of 

colossal, all ning elections. 

, , . Now, no-one 

ausorbing 1515^311^ 

His astoniaur^ 

drive for ' 

a reunification of 

power Gemany in 

1990, in the 

brief window 

of time (hat it was possible, has 
given him the stature be alwr^s felt 
was his due. His aineiu lead^p 
of the drive towards monetary 
union has given him the states- 
mansUp he has longed for, vriiile 
his extraordinary resilience, as he 
pursues an unprecedented fifth 
term a.s diancellor in the dectioos 
next wedtend, has marked him as 
a man te still can’t be disrmssed. 

Back in 1 976, only WiOy Brandt 
did not laugh. “Do not underesti- 
m^ Hdmut Kohl” he warned. 
He bad recognised Kdd’s amU- 
ixxL But be also qxMted anoth- 
er, almost unbeatable, stiengdi: 
Ibe fact that Kohl is, and insists on 
remaining, (be ardiei^ ordinary 
German. He talks like raxfinaiy 
Germans, he thinks like them, be 
bdiaves like (hem, be lives and 
operates on (heir waveienglh. His 
instinct for wbattiiey want — not 
wbai the chonering classes or his 
more sophisticated political col- 
leagues want — 1^ time and 
nofiin saved his career. If he mos 
again in (he elections today, long 
after Us political era has passed 
away, it wiU be because, once 
.igain, Germans fed they need the 
safety, comfext and teassuiaoce of 
someone like them. 


His ordinariness is totally 
unfaked, yei he also culu\'aius it. 
He has alw:^ stubbornly refused 
to “improve” hitaself, beyond the 
odd chiingc in his hairstyle or spec- 
tacles. He has made no onempi to 
drop the heavy accent of the Pdait- 
nal^ which i& about as pleadng to 
Gemun ears as Liveipudlian to 
British ones. Privately, he is 
extremely cultivaied, a voracious 
reader a^ seeker-oui of writers 
and thinkers who interest him, bur 
he keeps it to htiaself. His remarks 
in the public arena are undemand- 
ingly banal. 

His eneinies can dismiss him os 
prorindal and mock him as “der 
Oggeisbeimer." intending it to 
him Kohl tak^ it as a great coro- 
plimenL After all (be vast majority 
of Germans ore provincial too. It is 
the kindly, bon^ sociable people 
of the Prtenaie, Olid ter stiai^- 
forwaid values, that have the great- 
est influence on Kohl The oom- 
menis of old schoolmates, local 
clergy, buddies he sweats with in 
the local sauna on a Saturday, can 
sway him mrxe than any dossier in 
Boim Like a tree, Kcdd draws Us 
sueitgih fiom his roMs. 

He functions through people. If 
he thinks of war. he lUiiks of the 
death ofhis beloved soldierbioth- 
er, Whitec If he ^3eaks of a sodal 
problem, icwiU he about (he case 
oX some person who suffers fiom 
iL He is consiandy on the (teie, 
seeking c^nnions fiom contacts, 
chewingoverfxobleinswiifapres- 
kleius and printe ministers. He has 
an elqteiiine memory fix names 
and faces. If he had not made an 
effon to make fiiends wife George 
Burii and Mikhail Gorixichev 
(although noi despite Us best 
effixts. wife Maig^ Thatcher, 
vriv) remained icsistaDL to his 
provincialism and Us gargantuan 
ai^Ktiiei if (hey had not known, 
lU^ and trusted Urn, the reunifi- 
cation of Gomaiiy would have 
been in^xissiUe. 

Ks favourite relaxation is not 
the (^Mta or a concert, but — in 
lypicd Palatmaie style — good 
wine and pteniy of heavy, tradi- 
tional food, wife fiiends or aides 
late in the evening after work. It is 
then, his associates say, feat Kohl is 
athisbesL 

for many years. Kohl vowed 
feat he would relinquish power of 
Us own volition ufeen fee right 
moment came. Yet feat moment 
never seemed to come. Once 
agUn, Kohl is banting fix power. 

If he is defeated, he will proba- 
bly pursue some activity suitable 
for an elder statesman. But. after 
over 60 years in which power has 
been his life’s Uood, one would 
nor care to be Helmut Kohl the 
meaning after the power has gone. 

— The Independent 


By Robert Mdhoney weeks, wiih variations only for the even in places like Dresden, the state 

Reuter- location. capital of Saxony, a relatively prosper- 

In the east. Kohl has stressed his ous region south of Berlin with a CDU 
THE LAST lime Helmut Kohl spoke recond in overseeing the net transfer of govemmenL 

before the bomb-blackened ruins of 9U0 billion marks (^36.7 billion) from In unemployment blackspots around 
Germany’s finest PFotestoni church the the West to rebuild smi^estack indu.s- Berlin CDU suppon has fallen below 

warmth of the crowds inspired him lo tries and the decaying infrastructure. 20 per cent, half that of the SPD. 

rapidly join communist east w-iih capi- This night he repeatedly used the Schroeder, the self-styled man at the 

utlist west Germany. Frauenkirche. destroyed by British and “new centre" of Gemian politics, is out 

This time the .shell of the American firestorm bombing in 1945 to capitalise on this, especially since 

Frauenkirche (Church of Our Lady) is and left untouched during the commu- polls nationally show* his lead over 

clamped in scufiblding, testimony to nisi era. as a symbol of Germany 'seco- Kohl in the final week down to as little 

the rebuilding of the east that the chan- nomic and political resurgence. os cw'o percentage points, 

cellorbegun after reunification in J99U. A vote for Schroeder and his left- “Kohl has forgotten how to bring 

But this time boos and whistles pep- w'ing allies the Greens would jeopar- easterners and westerners together," 

pered the applause that greeted the man disc the work of the past eight years. Schroeder tells a crowd of S,000 in the 

who is running for a record fifth con- Kohl says. eastern city of Leipug. The applause is 

secutive term today. A so-«^ted Red-Green alliance of the polite rather than impassioned for the 

The crowd was <xily a fifth of tiiat SPD and the ecologist parry would man who is credited with being a better 
w'hich filled the television per- 

square on 
l^cember 19. 

1989, calling for 
one Germany in 
the heady ^ys 
after the fall of 
the Berlin Wall. 

Kohl was 
undaunted. His 
adv'isers tell him 
the five eastern 
states hold the 
1^ to the elec- 
tion and his con- 
servative Christ- 
ian Democrats 
(CDU) are still 
trailing the cen- 
tre-left Social 
Democrats 
(SPD). He needs 
to press the flesh 
to lift the CDU 
vote in the east 
above 30 per- 
cent - - - ■ uuntung. in 

Emei^g Ulrich Peters fixes an election poster showing Social Democrat 
v chancellory candidate Gerhard Schroeder nexfto a poster show- 
Mercedes Kohl German Chancellor Helmut Kohl. Germany will vote for a new 
lo pariianient in general elections today (Reuters photo) 



Ulrich Peters fixes an election poster showing Social Democrat 


even in places like Dresden, the state 
capital of Saxony, a relatively prosper- 
ous region south of Berlin with a CDU 
govemmenL 

In unemployment blackspots around 
Berlin CDU suppon has fallen below 
20 per cenu half that of the SPD. 

Schroeder, the self-styled man at the 
“new centre" of Gemian politics, is out 
to capitalise on this, especially since 
polls nationally show* his lead over 
Kohl in the final week down to as little 
os CW'O percentage points. 

“Kohl has fcngotien how to bring 
easterners and westerners together,’’ 
Schroeder tells a crowd of 8,000 in the 
eastern cit>' of Leipug. The applause is 
polite rather than impassioned for the 
man who is credited writh being a better 
television per- 
ftxmer than 
Kohl. 

"We will put 
Kohl out to 
retire on Sep- 
tember 27,*’ 
Schroeder 
says in a 
sp^h that is 
an hour short- 
er than Kohl's 
address the 
previous 
evening in 
Dresden. 

Schroeder 
now avoids 
going in to'the 
details of the 
new centre, a 
pro-business 
agenda that set 
turn ap^ 
from main- 
sinsam SPD 

thinking. In 

the final 


shake hands. An 

egg flew. Bodyguards steered him back 
to the enclosure of CDU supponers he 
is to address. 

To cries of ‘'HelmuL Helmut" the 68- 
year-old passed through the crow'd, 
showing no signs of fatigue fiom a pun- 
ishing round of rallies and speeches. 

The man who has led Germany for 1 6 
years is still lagging behind his SPD 
challenger Gerh^ Schroeder, 54. But 
his aim is not to look like a loser. More 
than a quarter of voters still say they are 
undecided and Kohl wants their vote. 

“I would like to greet our political 
opponents," he said through a sound 
system that is so loud some listeners 
had to cover their ears. 

Members of the Party of Democratic 
Socialism (POSj at the back of the 
crowd waved their red flags all the 
more furiously as if to compensate for 
their whistling being drown^ ouL 

The chancellor b^Iy glanced at his 
notes during his 90-minute address. 
'The theme has been the same for 


depend oa the communists for survival, 
he aigues. 

Schroeder has ruled out forming a 
government dependent on the PDS. the 
heirs to the east's former rulers. 

But Kohl never fails to drop in a “Red 
Scare" reference. 

“Unemployment is coming dow'n," 
Kohl says, to applause from the front 
and jeers from the back. 

He has hit the nerv'e of this election. 
Joblessness has dropped from record 
post-war highs of nearly five miUion 
last womer. But the social and industrial 
dislocation of the east mean that unem- 
ployment there is nearly twice the 
national average at 17 per cent. 

In the 1990 election Kohl was a hero 
who promised 17 million easterners 
"flourishing landsctqjes.'* The East 
voted for him o\’erwhelming]y. Suppon 
slackened in 1 994 but again easterners 
returned “The Unity Chancellor." 

Now, however. Schroeder’s SPD is 
10 points ahead of the CDU in the east 


core SPD vot- 
ers. 

His message in the east is above all 
that a vote for the PDS is a wasted vote. 

Pollsters estimate that the PDS can 
damage Schroeder more than Kohl by 
robbing a Red-Green alliance of the 
leftist votes it would need to fexm a 
govemmenL Neither main party is 
expected to won enough votes to govern 
alone. 

if the reformed communists ret^ at 
least three of tiieir four Bundestag 
(lower house) seats, the election could 
return a hung pailiamenL with the SPD 
forced to fc^ a grand coalition w'ith 
the CDU. Schroeder says he would lead 
such a coalition. Kohl has smd he 
would step aside. 

“As far as the coalition arithmetic is 
concerned," says political analyst 
Bemd Wessels of Berlin's Free Univer- 
sity, “the election will be decided in fee 
The losses of fee CDU w'ill be 
heavy, but not so heavy as to gi\'e the 
SPD a clear win.” 


German pogo anarchists ease voter fatigue 


By Ihra FltzGoald 
Reuters 

A GROUP of tattooed punks stands outside a sfa^by- 

lon bing hall swigging becTS and chanting "Never 
wodc {^ain.’’ 

A loud cheer goes as fissh alcohol suppues 
strive and fee ■"♦wnt rfimge s to "Boozing, boozing, 
every day just boozing.” 

ft sound tnote like a rowdy youfe ppwea 

than suppest for a distinction 

hecomes somewhat blumsd wife Gomany’s Anar- 
chistic Pogo Patty (AEPD). 

Fw Gennans sufiering from election fatigue a 
before ri¥» narinnai pniio, the At^PD couldbejust fee 
t*cafe of fresh air they need in a worfey, but not 
ahv^s ini yiifng, can^paign. 

The APPD advotises itself as a party fix non-yot- 
HS and its brand of bcutal hwie^ cymeism 
towards mainytiwam politics is laoed wife a sense of 
humour feat could ^^peal to those cfisillusioned by 
^''etydtypolitiddog. . . 

“We tre sirogglmg for fee total and ultimate dumb- 

fflg down of mankind," APPD fouixJer Karl Nagel 
told Reuters in an interview. „ 

TfteAPPDldctedoffiteso<aIted*lK«p^ of 


its carnptdgn for fee Sqxernber 27 vote in fee western 
Gennan dty of Duessddorf under the slogan "Brain- 
washing *98 — vote APPD.” 

The party’s prediction feat fee event would “dis- 
solve into lustftil and excessive oigies" did not come 
to pass. 

Riit jiiHgingr both this event and footage of (xe- 
vious ones it is common for teadmg membos of the 
petty to strip naked while giving speedies and even 
mime sexual antics on stage. 

As for pdicies. unemployment is a key theme for 
the APPD just as it is for all Germany’s mainstream 
parties — but wife the campaign slogan is 

shit" it is not job creaticxi schemes that ooncern feeir 
supponos. 

“Vife pogo ?n5iTi?htsL<s are realists. Vife know that 
most of tlte five millioa unempktyed will nevo' find 
work flmin Tberefere we demand no woik and call 
fix money and power in^ead," fee AFTO in 
campaign leaflets. 

The APPD, whose ori^ are rootrf in the pinfe 
movernent, was originally founded in Hanover in 
1981 by Nagel 37, and now has its beadquaners in 
fee noifeem Gennan city of Hambtng. 

But (Jesphe almost two decades in enstence this 
year mads fee party's fisdend election debut 


Nagel who is also the Af^^'s chancellor candi- 
date. said the party hod around 730 members befixe 
the scan of their campaign and that this number was 
rising. 

The An^, not to be confused wife fee APD or 
German Party of Car Drivers which is also standing, 
says it is putting up some 130 caixfidates in nine of 
Gennany’s 16 states. 

Expectations of how many votes they could capture 
are low-key even among APPD members, who say 
they know feeir supporters too well to predict more. 

"One of the reasons we don't expect to get a very 
turnout is feat ail our supponers will be at pre- 
election piss-ups the ni^ before polling day. so we 
expect many of (hem to be too bungover to acoially 
vote.” said one high-level party member at the Dues- 
seld^ rally. 

But (here is some rootivadon to vote — fee APPD 
has pnxnised feat if it manages to win 0.5 per cent in 
fee poll and so reclaim its election costs this money 
will then be returned to its voms in the form of a 
gigantic fiec beer festival 

want to ^ve our voters a chance 10 get some- 
ihing back for their efforts, biU also to show them 
\feat the end result of an election is — a mountain of 
junk and nibbish.” Nagel said. 


Other central pledges include: the abolition of ua- 
di lional schooliiig, the right to be unemployed on a 
full salary, pensions for yming petite rather than old. 
dissolution of the police frx^ legalising drags and 
closing down prisons. 

They also advocate an end to traditional Bundestag 
parliamentary debate and the introduction of Bun- 
desu^ tolkshbws where politicians would be encour- 
aged to reveal juicy titbits about their sex lives. 

But it is not uU sex, drags and rock ‘n’ roll. 

They may be anarchists by name but some serious 
oiganisation has gone into their election campaign. 

As well as brining its own brand of politics and 
rally sQ'le to some 40 cities across Geimany in fee 
nin-up to the election, fee APPD has a 5Q-page man- 
ifesto detailing their carefully thought-out campaign 
pledges. 

The party has its own wdsiie and telephone Infcx- 
mation line and is also putting out p^' political 
broadcasts on national lafeo and tdevision. 

It boasts its own range of election merfeandise 
wliich seems to accompany any modem, self-respect- 
ing political party, including posters, T-shirts, badges. 
CDsandvid^. 

Nagel said it was mostly through sales of this mer- 
chandise and party membeiship fees that fee APPD 


funded itself. 

The APPD is not fee only fringe puny. A total of 43 
parties are fighting this year fi^ bofe sides of the 
political spectrum, and some are off fee scale alto- 
gether. 

Th^ provide a welcome change from heavy-duty 
campaigning by the nuun political players, Orancel- 
kx Helmut Kohl's Christian Demoenus (CDU) and 
the centre-left Social I^mocrats (SPD). 

.Among them is the Natural Law i^rty. which says 
it could cut 600 billion marks fS360 billion) a year off 
the federal budget through policies based on yogjc 
flying and transcendental mutation. 

.Also putting up candidates are ‘The Women." a 
feminist party in which men are banned; the Animal 
Protection Phity and the fto-DM pony, devoted to 
saving (he deutschemark fiom extinction and fighting 
the single European currency. 

The APPD is one of fee most colourful and its 
attracticn lies partly in the feet tiiat even party candi- 
dates do not themselves or ofeq: politicians very 

seriously. 

‘The APPD is a coo^letely n ormal party," Nrigp>| 

told (he crowds aammed iiito the dingy hall in Dues- 

setdorf. "Just like the ODU and fee sro are com- 
pletely normal parties.” 
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takes lead to save world economy 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
There is nothing uie a few 
choice words from Federal 
Reserve (Fed) C hairman 
Alan Greenspan to reassure 
the world diat-Wa^oigton 


is serious alwut-'taliijg- the 
lead role in 
al economy 

When the worl«^in^ 
powerful cenn^^jnaidrer 
signalled to U.S. lawi^sdcers 
on Wednesday that He may 
cut key interest -rates in 
response to mounting jmter- 
nadonal n u'iyll t..h!s.^mes- 
s^e was-^ttgll^n^di&eiear 
Something has^'i^done 
right away to put 'an^S^ to 
die firestorm- &at'is-ihreat> 
eoing to engulf the globe. 

“Greenspan, more than 
any other central Banker 
around the world, under- 
stands that this is a global 
liquidity crisis that will 
deepen and will assuredly 
hurt all the major 
economies.” said C^erine 
Mann, a former Federal 
Reserve economist and now 
a senior fellow at the Insti- 
tute for Intemadonal Eco- 
nomics. 

“He is taking od as 


a global financial leader," 
she emphasised. 

Greenspan is facing little, 
if any. competidon for that 
role: Japan, along with the 
rest of Asia, is -stuck in a 
paiiifid-re(^sioD..Most of 
Wasfamgtod's partners 
in Europe — prime among 
them Germany — are pre- 
occupied with laying the 
foun^tions for a single 
currency and have stated 
clearfy that they do not plan 
to cut rates any dme soon. 

EveD,,withu] the.- narrow 
confines of . Wasbingioa, the 
72-year-old Greenspan 
we ms to be die only one 
left who can make a credi- 
ble case that he is capable 
of taking charge. 

U.S. j^sident Bill Clin- 
ton is hobbled by a sex-and- 
peijuiy scandal. Meanwhile 
the U.S. Treasury Depart- 
ment, headed by veteran 
Wall Street pro Robert 
Rubin, is fighting an uphill 
struggle to get congiussion- 
al approval for its bid to get 
fiesh funds for the cash- 
strapped Intematioiud 
Monetary Fund. 

Only 10 days ago the 


Group of Seven (G-7) 
major industrial nations 
boosted market hopes for a 
joint rate cut — a move that 
could help stem the flight of 
capita] out of battered 
emerging markets and into 
less risky U.S. assets — by 
alluding to the need for 
“close cooperation’' among 
major economies. 

But hopes that the club of 
rich nations would actually 
get its act together and 
agree on a joint easing 
move were quickly quashed 
when European central 
bankers, led by Gennan 
Bundesbank President 
Hans Tietmeyer, stressed 
they saw no need for a cut 
because their domestic situ- 
ations did not warrant such 
a move. 

In congressional testimo- 
ny just two days after the 
G-7 statement. Greenspan 
dealt the final blow to any 
vision of G-7 coordination 
when he acknowledged 
there was no such effort. 

“The Europeans underes- 
timate substantially the 
impact of the crisis on eco- 
nomic activity,” said Marm. 


'This is Europe's first 
oppormoity to act as a glob- 
al player, to look beyond 
just their narrow self inter- 
est This is a global crisis." 

If anybody needed a 
reminder of the potential 
impact of the crisis on 
economies and finan cial 
systems everywhere, the 
near-coUapse of a major 
U.S. hedge fund, Lx>ng- 
Term Coital Management 
L.P. drove home the dan- 
gers of financial contagion. 

The fund required a S3.7S 
billion b^outby IS banks, 
coordinated by New York 
Federal Reserve Bank, a^r 
severe losses had drained 
its capital. Bank shares 
across Europe tumbled as 
creditors revealed hefty 
exposures to ±e fiind. 

Sure, Europe has come up 
with a laundry list of ideas 
on how to improv’e the 
workings of the IMF — 
most recently from Britain 
and France — but there 
have been no signs yet that 
the continent is r^y to 
back Greenspan’s push for 
lower rates. 

Asia and Latin America, 


the latest region to feel the 
brunt of the financial storm, 
have all but given up hope 
for a coordinated move that 
could give them some 
much-needed breathing 
space, analysts said. 

‘They recognise dtat the 
Europeans won't go along," 
said Sung Won Sohn, chief 
economist at Minneapolis- 
based Norwest Corp. 
‘They’re hanging all their 
hopes on Greenspan.'’ 

They will have to wait 
until Tuesday's meeting of 
the Fed’s rate-setting com- 
mittee to find out whether 
Greenspan will actually 
deliver what he signalled. 
But even a small cut in the 
key overnight federal funds 
rate firom its current level of 
5.5 per cent would help to 
underpin his global leader- 
ship role. 

‘The issue is not so much 
the size of the cut but the 
fact that somebody as cred- 
ible as Greenspan is doing 
sometiung." said Sohn. 
“The signal is much more 
important ±an the size.” 
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World Bank guards AAA 
rating as loan demand soars 


WASHINGTON 
World Bank said' this week 
it bad taken action ta guard 
its perfect credit rati^ after 
record lending to Asia's bat- 
tered economies and it 
promised a cautious policy 
as demand for mon^ soars. 

Top ofiicials said the bank 
had already set aside. $750 
milli on of net income from 
fiscal year 1998.tt> bedster 
reserves, to take acc^mt'of 
the risks associated n^-its 
multibillion-dollar loans in 
Asia. 

*We've protected all our 
ratios.’* Worid Bank Vice 
President Mark Malloch 
Brown told a news confer- 
ence, releasing the bank's 
1998 annual rq»^‘The 
markets have nqi< « »5 fc' . for 
alarm." .. ‘ 

The Worid Babk^jAA 
credit rating, the'^^hest 
offered by Lntematid^ rat- 
ing agencies, was ^*¥^ to 
the quality and effectiveness 
of our operations and to the 
cost of our-..^a 9 KSfnng.” be 
added. . .> 

“Any additional, activity 
we undertake' intd^'.with.- 
in the existing prud^timits 
to risk.’' Malloch 'Brown 
stressed. ' 

The annual report said the 
World Bank made the 
largest new loan commit- 
ments in its history in the 
fiscal year to June 30, 1998, 
with pledges totalled nearly 
$29 billion, including $16 


billicm to crisis-ravaged 
Asian states in support of 
rescue packages put togeth- 
er by the International Mon- 
etary Fund (IMF). 

By the end of the fiscal 
year, $5.65 billion of this 
money to Asia had been 
paid out __ 

Loan commitments were 
$19 billion in 1997. 

The big hike in lending hit 
the World Bank's net 
income for 1998, which fell 
to $1.24 billion from $1.29 
billion in 1997. 

A far more dramatic drop 
in income was reported by 
the International Finance 
Corporation (IFC). the 
bank’s private sector lending 
arm. where net income 
admost halved to $246 mil- 
lion fiom $432 million in 
1997. 

Since June 30. the World 
Bank has pledged billioas of 
dollars more to Russia, in 
the grips of its own crisis, 
and it might soon announce 
billions ^ dollars in new 
loans for Brazil and other 
Latin American economies 
caught up in the contagion. 

Demands on the bank’s 
resources have shifted dra- 
matically over the past year, 
with a greater focus on 
structural adjustment lend- 
ing, used to support broad 
economic policy reform — 
usually the IMF’s domain. 

Structural adjustment 
lending rose to $8.29 billion 


in fiscal year 1998, from 
$1.30 billion in 1997 and 
$350 million in 1996. 

The World Bank denied 
the increase in adjustment 
lending was due to a cash 
shortage at the IMF, which 
has been warning for 
months that its cash reserves 
were nearly depleted. 

“When we see ourselves 
as getting involved in these 
emergencies, it is not to in 
any way substimte or sup- 
plement the IMFs crisis 
management role,’* Malloch 
Brown said. 

He said the Worid Bank 
was financiall y sound, 
despire rising pressure on 
margins. 

The bank’s board has 
already agreed to a higher 
fee structure for loans to 
“start to im^ve our net 
income position." Malloch 
Brown said. The World 
Bank could also increase the 
amount it borrows on capital 
markets. 

But Malloch Brown said 
future loan programmes 
must not overexpose the 
bank and put its credit rating 
at risk. 

“Our arguments to our 
owners going forward is: 
We will continue to be con- 
servative...because...the cost 
in terms of damage to our 
standing in the market 
would be extraoidinaiy," he 
said. 


New mobile-phone 
service likely to be 
launched in spring 


US Dollar 

Jordan Dinar 14104 
Saudi Riyal 04666 
Bahrain Dinar 2XS 
Qatar Dinar 04747 
KuwaitDinar 34927 
Emirates Dinar 04723 
LsbanessMOOO 0.68 
04937 




0.00 

1&76 15.95 

Bonny 0X0 0X0 

Dubai 1443 13X7 

UL Gas 139.00 138.00 


0.7090 I 3.7805 I 0.3770 
- I 54898 I aS317 

1X807 9.9488 

0.1948 1X304 1.0304 
24345 12X484 14413 
' 1X212 0.1026 
04692 I 24821 04485 

04082 I 1.1015 0.1107 


Cum 


SA Riyal 
AE Dirham 
KW Dinar 
BH Dinar 
CY Pound 


3X399 I 0X037 
0l4283 
0.97 I 0X810 
9X6 

0X834 

11.99 

0.9910 0X827 

24089 04010 
1X690 



DEM 

USD 

0X666 

04481 

0X723 

045766 

3X927 

5.63403 

0X770 

445831 



3.6728 1511.00 
5.1803 2131.17 
402X8 
9.74 4008.17 

1X1 415.12 

12.09 4975X0 
41140 

24307 

1.0786 443.76 


GBP I CHF 


0X781 
1X387414X7247 


1.1806 I 2.7836 




By Ahmed Naser 

AMMAN — A new mobile- 
phone service provider 
owned by the government is 
expected to launch its ser- 
vices around May of next 
year, according to Director 
Khamis Wadi. 

In February, the Jordan 
Teleconununications Com- 
pany (JTC) established a 
new division, which will be 
the future competitor to 
FastUnk that started the ser- 
.vice in 1995. 

According to Wadi, opera- 
tions are expected to,5^ in 
April or May, and a bid for 
iii^tructure equipment, 
mainly a Master Switching 
Centre, will be delayed until 
the new company is licensed 
after the end of Fastlink's 
exclusivity next mondi. 

“We do not want to put out 
a JD30 million bid, without 
being sure that we will be 
allowed to operate." said 
Wadi. 

The services of the new 
company. Wadi said, is 
expected to cover all major 
towns within four months 
and the rest of Jordan — 
mainly highways — within 
another two months, accord- 
ing to the plan set by the 
division and its Finnish con- 


sultant, Onmirele. 

This is an “optimistic" 
time-frame, concedes Wadi, 
but he believes that the part- 
nership with Onmirele will 
facilitate the plan. 

“We are working very 
closely wi± Omnitele... to 
ensure that their experience 
is handed down [to us]," said 
Wadi, adding that Omnireie 
bad given the new division 
three years worth of experi- 
ence, is the last six months. 

On an administrative and 
financial level, the company 
will be completely indepen- 
dent JTC, which will 
be the major shareholder, he 
said. 

S imilar to Fastlink, the 
company will pay JD7 mil- 
lion for a licence, intercon- 
nect rates and 20 per cent 
revenue sharing, according 
to Wadi. “We will not bene- 
fit in any way by being 
owned by JTC," he stressed. 

The company will, howev- 
er, market itself through the 
JTC’s outlets. “Anyone who 
hears about us when we 
launch, will immediately go 
to JTC’s customer service 
departments. As such it is 
natural that we start ofiering 
our services through these 
outlets,’' said Wadi. 


Metal Prices 
Metal I Bid 
Gold (ofs) 294 

Silver (oz^) 5.16 

Platinum lei’s) 362 
AL (3 Months) 134^ 
CU (3 Months) 1661 
Zne (3 Months) 996 
Lead (3 Months! 527 
Nl (3 Months! 1 412( 


Libor Fodn 


Bid Offer 
294 294.5 
5.16 6.19 
362 364 
1344 1347 
1666 1870 
996 1000 
527 531 
4120 4180 


USD 

6X867 

SX125 

GBP 

74375 

7X789 

JPY 

04453 

04414 


3X625 
14648 1.6250 

3.5313 3.5723 
4X880 i 4.7990 4.3260 
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Index 


DOW JONES 


FT-SE100 


CAC40 

DAX 


NewYork 

Newyork 

London 

Tol^' 

Paris 

Frankfurt 


Commod 


Coffee (c/lbs) 
Cocoa ($/ton) 
Sugar ($/ton) 
Wheat (Vton) 
Soya (c/lbs) 
Tea(8tg/kg) 
Barley ($/bsh) 
Rice iS/ton) 


Blood Donation 
at Le Meridien 

A BLOOD donation camp 
was oiganised in cooperation 
between the Blood Bank, 
MOH & Le Meridien Hotel 
in Amman. Through tiiis 
coordination the hotel facili- 
tates the procedures of blood 
donation and enabled the 
staff to participate in this 
humanitarian effort 



3310.59 

4661.68 





26.78 0X3 808644 7889.99 

2X3 0.19 1051X9 102849 1 1042.72 

•2X6 6136.9 5016 
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US E)ollar 
GB Startling 
DE Mark 
CHFrane 
FR Franc 
JFYsn 
NL Guilder 
it Lira 



THE Daily Crossword 


Edited by WOyne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Ratchet part 
5 Muhammad 
and Mehemet 
9 Extinct birds 
14Jai 

15 Babble 
enthusiastically 

16 Concemingr 

17 Mistake 

18 Partof A.O. 

19 Sister^ .*4 
daughter 

20 Risl^ Issue to 
deal with 

22 Bridge e)fiert 

23 'Anchors 

24 Brick oven 

26 Tabula 

29 Pawn-shop 
deal 

33 'La _ Vita' 

37 German auto 
maker-;--. 

39 Nautical ^eed -'2 

40 Region • • 

41 IncSia'd 
wardrobe • 

42 Early Permian *' 

43 Stem section 7 

44 Mine ear ‘1 

45 Slow mover 

46 Cowboy’s 
parking lot? 

48 Wife or Jacob 
50 Olfactory 
Stimulant 
52 Crowmlets . 


TMSPualesCaoIxom 
n l || III —I |HI III III III I 


TH |»« IH ISS 


44 Mine ear FR^rpo 

45 Slow mover ' M .Writer (Kristie 

46 Cowboy’s d Our moon 

parking lol? 7 It 

48 Wife or Jacob Rwnantic?* 

50 Olfactory 8 Gutvered 

Stimulant 9 Hang loosely 

52 Crowmlets , lO.Thinp^rer 

57 Struck Moose's kin 

powerfully past 

60 Sidney HoWiML star 

play * -Rsiry-tale 

63 Segments monster 

64 Avant-garde art "25 Showy flower 

movement Moselle 

65 Words of rt^.tlbutary 

comprehendon •'^A.'Of the ear 

66Rmcycravat • AFirstnwneof 

67 Corrida crimes ' 13D 

68 Septembei^/^ . Focal points 

number • 32 And others, In 

69 Configuration brief 

70 News-hound’s 33 Ste. Jeanne _ 

organ 34 Sandwich 

71 Toothed device ^.codde 

; ' ^:-{&Gonerirs father 
DOWN /^Redhead 

1 Turkish official Roosevelt coin 

2 Permit *''®**’ 

3 Ralph or John Caen 


□□DBCI BliDBa BUU 
□IDBQQ □BBDD □□□ 
BBBDQIlQnDDD DDd 
BQBB □□DB DDBBB 
BDHDIDB □BEICIDB 

QlDDIillll BQQBB DIBCl 
QDBB QHHDB BOaOi 
□□□ □□□BI3 !!]□□□□ 
□□OBD BBaBBB 
BBBBDB BBBBQ 
□DBBB BBBB BBBD 
□an BODQBDBBBBB 
BUD BCIDBB □lunCID 
BOD DDBBB QBBBB 


tQlwntai SmWm , kn 

UB^nwnii& 




“My sister and I have Eilways been 
very competitive. She's sixteen months 
older than me, but I was bom first." 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one latter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by HanrI Arnold amf Mica AigMen 


GEES! 


Wondertull I look 
ten yeara younger 


Al ngnti Rmwad. 


45 Something to 
bark 

47 FWeies' 
49 Relaxing 
$1 Gaseous 
element 

53 Getting an A 

54 Comic 
O’Donnell 


55 Sports venue 

56 Pooh-pooh 

57 Health resorts 

58 Pound to a pulp 

59 Killer whale 

61 'Symphonie 
Eqia^de* 
composer 

62 of March 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


Mim; I SOT A HUNCH.' 
ALL NISHT I KEPT 
DREAMINS ABOUT HATS.' 
STRAW HATS, SILK HAT^ 

FELT^HOMBURSS.' 







III 


NALST 


SYTTUR 


THUSIA 





this MAPe THE 
HAJRPRE55ER 
POPULAR. 

Now arrange the cireied letters to 
form the surprise' answer, as suff- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


^ ^ 4. A A 4^ 

I (Answers tomonowi 

Yiwterday^ ^mbles: AWFUL FORGO BEHOLD A8USEP 

Easy to give a tast-iaiktng artist — 

• the BRUSH-OFF 
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Jordan Times, Sunday, September 27, 1998 



Acfsl s Bnnusl study ranks Export 
and Finance Bank as most efficient 


3-6728 

5.1805 

C-98 
S.74 
"•01 ' 
Hos 





1 

\ and Finance Bam 

♦* the export and Finance Bank 
^•<5si topped the list of banks in tenns of effi- 
ciency and net pretax profit per employee 
^ last year, according to comparative study 
^Ho« ^ Mufleh Aqel, regional director of the 
Arab Bank in Amman, prepares annually. 
^ TTie Export and Finance Bank alj^o ranked 
fiisi in terms of average return on assets 
(before tax), shareholders equity to 
1;^ deposits, growth of assets and growth of 
^ deposits. 

*0i8a The advancement of the Export and 
Finance Bank last year was remarkable 
< 15.12 ^ because in 1996 it ranked in the 18ih 
* 87 ^ ^ place in the category of growth of 
4 i*r deposits. However, the bank was at the 
ii!?i end of the list with deposits totalling 
' JD31.4 million representing 0.5 per cent 

. uf the total deposits of the banking sector. 
Arab Bank came first in terms of the 
volume of deposits as it accounted for 
35.5 per cenu or JD2.464 million, of 
JD6.932.5 million total deposits at the 19 
banks which were covered in the study. 
The Housing Bonk and the Jordan Islamic 
Bank followed with JD969.7 miliion and 
J05IS.7 million respecthely. The three 
banks were maintaining the some ranks 
[hey held in 1996. 

When Che volume of assets is consid* 
ered, the Arab Bank also led with u total 
of JD2.860.S million, 33.2 per cent of the 
JDS, 606.8 million total assets of all com- 
mercial banks. The Housing Bank and the 
JcnUui Islaimc Bank maintained their sec- 
ond and third places with a total of 
JDI.328.2 million and JD6S0.6 million 
respectively. TTie Export and Finance' 
Bunk which led in the rate of growth 
trailed with a JDS8.6 million total. 

The rankings according to net profit 
before tax were as follows: Arab Bank 




UD36.6 million); Housing Bank (JD20.6 
million); Jordan National Bank (JD5.5 
million) and Cairo Amman Bank (JD4.7 
million ). The Union Bunk for Saving and 
investment recorded a JDS. 15 miliion loss 
while the list showed u zero profit for the 
Jordan Gulf Bank. 

The study listed the Arab Bank at the 
lop in terms of credit facilities to total 
deposits. The Arab Bank s lead of 3.3.3 
per cent wa.s followed by 36.4 per cent for 
Citibank, 37 per cent for Union Bank and 
37.8 per cent lor the Arab Jordan 
Investment Bank. The Jordan Islamic 
Bank ranked J 8lh w'ltb 85.3 per cent and 
the E.xport and Finance Bank had the 
highest 92.8 per cent mark of credit facil- 
ities to total deposits. 

According to the study, the sharehold- 
ers* equity of oil the 19 banks amounted to 
JD692.5 million. Of this amount, JD208.8 
million were for the Housing Bank which 
replaced the Arab Bunk in the top place. 
The Arab Bank had a JD118.6 million 
shareholders' equity. The Jordan Gulf 
Bank was at the end of the list with a 
minus JO30.4 million. 

The Arab Bunk remained unbeaten at 
the top when calculating the average 
return to paid-up-capiiul (before tax) and 
average return to shareholders' equity 
fbefore tax) us it scored 83.2 per cent and 
34.3 per cent respectively. The 
BriiishBonk and ANZ Grindlay.s ranked 
second and third in the category of aver- 
age return to .shareholders' equity. 

The second and third place in the cate- 
gor>' of average return to puid-up-capital 
were taken by the Housing Bank and the 
Briti.shBank respectively (AI Aswoq + AI 
Dustor-f A1 Ra'i). 



Wider sectors of society are using mobile-phones 


By Ahm«d Naser 

AMMAN — When 
Fiustiink first launched 
its mobile-phone .service 
here, only high income 
sectors of society sub- 
scribed. But now, after 
the awareness of the 

f )Oteniial of cell-phones, 
ower income sectors 
have also reached out to 
make ihemselves on call 
24-hours a day. 

Small, but growing 
numbers of cab drivers, 
grocerers, plumbers and 
even water tank owners 
carrying mobiles have 
become a common sight 
here. 

Over 62,000 persons of 
the Kingdom's popula- 
tion of 4.3 million have a 
GSM fglobal standards 
for mobiles) contact 
number. 

But the cost of calling 
has not changed either. 
Mobile to mobile calls 
cost 185 fils, while call- 
ing from a mobile to 
land-line is 245 fils and 
185 fils the other way. 
Other aspects affecting 
the cost of a GSM call in 
this country are the 20 
per cent royalty chat 
Fastlink is obliged to 
pay the government on 
Its revenue. 

Meanwhile, the Arabic 
dailies reported Iasi 
week that the govern- 
ment will intnxlucc u 10 
per cent value added tax 
on communications. 

“We have received no 
official notice of the pro- 
posed tax and we have 
requested a meeting with 


the ministry of finance to 
clarify this," said David 
Bosworth, Fasilink's 
Chief Executive Officer. 

On the level of addi- 
tional services, when the 
first 10.000 Fastlink sub- 
scribers received their 
SIM cards in 1995, only 
four services were avail- 
able: International 

dialling, call forwarding, 
call barring and details 
billing. 

Today, Fastlink added 
eight more services: call 
waiting and hold, caller 
line identification (CLl) 
also known as caller I.D., 
caller line identification 
restriction (CLIR), 
voice-mail, direct debt, 
fax and data line sub- 
scriptions, closed user 
group CCUG), one num- 
ber dialling known as 
**Sadiq,” and Roaming. 

Of all the current ser- 
vices, a third of 
Fastlink *s customers sub- 
scribe to caller I.D., 
which allows subscribers 
prior knowledge of who 
IS calling. At JDIO, the 
service is the second 


most expensive service 
offered. 

Its antidote, caller line 
identification restriction 
(CLIR), has not been 
marketed as aggressive- 
ly. out of fear of narming 
Fasdink’s share in caller 
I.D. subscriptions and is 
priced at JD20 to that 
end. The remaining ser- 
vices are provided at a 
rate of JD2. 

Other services that 
Fastlink has worked hard 
to foster are roaming, 
which has made GSM 
popular all over the 
world, whereby sub- 
scribers can be reached 
on the same number that 
they have in Amman. 

Fastlink has signed 
roaming agreements with 
over 60 operators in 30 
countries. According to 
Bosworth, there is an 
average of 2,000 roamers 
in the country at any 
given time. 

Earlier this mouth, 
Fastlink signed a roam- 
ing agreement with 
Iridium, the first satellite 
cell-phone provider in 


the world, making 
Fastlink Iridium's first 
provider and reseller in 
Jordan. 

.According to the agree- 
ment, Iridium sub- 
scribers' calls will be 
conducted through 
Fasilink's terrestrial net- 
work in Jordan, when 
Iridium subscribers are 
in Jordan. Operations are 
expected to commence 
before the end of the 
year. 

But subscribing to a 
GSM service was never 
directly related to poten- 
tial bflls. At Fasdink's 
inception in late 1995, 
the average cost of going 
mobile started at JD21 in 
monthly subscription 
charges, JD70 to connect 
and a deposit of JDIOO. 
In addition, subscribers 
then used to pay between 
JD550-800 for a handset 
from authorised vendors. 

This led many of these 
early customers to pur- 
chase their cell-phones 
on the black market for a 
third of that price. 

"A year and a half ago. 
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PAST 12 
HIGH 


WOWTaS OOMPANy ■ S NAKB 
LOW 


CLOSE CHANCE 
PRICE 


S 356.500 17D.000 
1.620 
1.300 .070 

S 6.S10 2.610 

S 3.450 1.760 

.070 .560 

S 3.9ZO 1.690 

.050 .600 


ARAB Bank 

JOB. NATIONAL BX. 
HX9.EAST INV.BX. 
THE HOCSXMG BK. 
JOB. KUWAIT BANK 
JOR.CULF BANK 
JOR.fSLAHrC SANK 
PHILADEL.XHV.BX. 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 200.35 ^CHO; -0.29 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 1998 


By Linda C. Black. Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) The party continues for 
most of the day. Go places, do tl^gs, ha\>e fun, but mostly 
bond with your significant other 1? you don't have a true 
love, go where you’re most likely to find one. Use the con- 
ditions in effea to your advantage. Don't just sit around and 


TMIRUS: (Ap^ 20 10 May 20) Looks IjJce there's some 
sort of construction project going on, or else you're moving 
to a nicer place. It's an improvement, but there will be a 
couple of problems involved Ybur fnends want to help, so 
rely on them. By using their experience, you can avoid hav- 
mg to learn something the hard way. 

CXMDINl: (May 21 to June 21 ) You're feeling pretty good 
and looking marvellous. Don't get cocky, tbou^. You 
could acdd^tally hurt a loved one’s feelings without even 
meaning to. Be especially gentle with a person who's not 
quite as outspoken as you are. That doem't mean they're 
saipiil, by the way. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) You're in the mood to work 
tod^, even though it's Sunday. Maybe you'll just do a little 
paperwork, but whatever it is, it could add to your bounty. 
A bitof advatising, perhaps? This is a good day lo get the 
wQiti out Keep your overall objective in mind and you'll do 
fine. odds are in your favour. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Your good luck in romance 
continues. Don't ask your rfnfg to share expenses. Vou'll do 
b^ter if you pay for everything yourself. At least offer to do 
fiiaL If you're both short on cash, don't worry about it You 
don't need much money, anyway. You have plenty of low, 
and that’s what really counts. 

VIRGO; (August 22 to September 22) It looks like a g(^ 
dine's going on at your place. Are you still out visiting 
fiieDds? Maybe you'd better head home, especially if you 
left teenagers there unattended. If you are those teenagers, 
straiten the place up promo. The folks are coming home. 
Of course if you’re a Virgo teenager, (he place is already 
immaculate, right?. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You're stilJ in leam- 
ing mode. By now you should be heading toward the final 
exam. That'll probably come tomorrow, in a confrontation 
at home. Until then, rehearse how you want e\’erything to 
tuni out. If you come from bow you want it to be instead of 
bow you're afraid it'll be. your chances of success are much 

highn. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 2J ) You’re being 
pulled to confront an older person. You want a dififerenre 
in your brnti c and that's possible, but you 11 

have to give something up. Again, we’re talking negotia- 
tions here. You know what you want, and you know wimt 
the other person bas. Now, figure out whar you can give in 
trade. 

SAGrriARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 ) You're 
still in a boisterous mood, and so is everybody else. Don i 
let the Tnnmpnmm nui down. You could run into some little 
problems, but notiung you can’t handle. Just remember to 
get home in rime to take care of the chores tonight. Tou 
don’t want to discover the lack of clean underwear at 6 

o'dock tomorrow morning. . 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You may be 
feeling stressed out today. That's because you re under 
some pressure. Big surprise that made it all happen. You re 
wreried because you're rrot sure how things are going to go 
ne:^ but relax. By tomorrow, you'll have the advantage 

. Ml 

>^UARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Today, yw 11 

get a lot ofgood ideas, but don't worry about woridng them 

out right now. Just play with dwra. Looks like a fincM is in 
a stressful sitiiatiorL His or her romantic relationship t 

going quite as planned. In that situation, you ougbr to be a 
calming in fiufirwy. Not to worty. You can do that. too. 
PISCES; (ftbniaiy 20 lo March 20) It’s hard to W enmu- 
siastic wh©Q somebody's chipping away at you. but s 
may not be the other p^n's intentioiL You ® “J" 

tie XDOK saiative than you realise. Something ma w 
meant as a jdee could him, but that doesn't mean he or 
meant to hurt you. Be rompassionaie. Forgive and torge . 

Birthstooe of Septemben Sapphire — Lap*® Lazuli 


Steel and iron firm 
runs into trouble 


By Randa NafiEa 

AMMAN — The govenuneni 
has appointed a committee to mn 
Jordan’s oldest steel and iixm fac- 
tory plagued by internal rivalries 
among the members of board of 
directors, ofikials and lawyers 
said Satuiday. 

The decision to dissolve the live- 
member board running the 
JoniuiLun sled and iron company 
was taken by Industry and Trade 
Minister Mohammad Hourani 
last 'wtxk after compbinis from 
shareholders in the private share- 
holding limited liability company. 

“A total of .30 per cent of board 
members presented a complaint 
to the nanlsiry which appointed 
an investigation commirtee to 
look Into the matter and another 
committee to run the company,” 
Mohammad Taber, an outgoing 
boaixi member, said. The commit- 
tee met Saturday to discuss the 
slate of the company and to put 
forward a wevk strategy, the 
of the committee, Ahmad Laiouf, 
told the Jordan Tunes. 

*^e have not yet examined the 
mintstjy's repon but it seems that 
dus^reements among board 
members on h<iw to run the facto- 
ry have led lo the proWem.” 
Laiouf said. 

Taher said the company pro- 
duces 40.000 tonnes annually. 


and has earned proliis in the past 
years and is expected to nriake 
profit this year as well. 

He declined lo give figures on 
the facioiy's debts, but said "the 
ccNupany have enough assets to 
covxT its debts." 

Jordan's lU steel and ii\m man- 
ufaciurefs face an overall accu- 
mulated ddx of over S 100 milfion 
because of a recession in the con> 
suucUon sector and cash ^hon- 
ages in the marker, and have 
recently made ‘*a gentlemem 
t^rcemrat" to sell eadi tonne of 
iron fix' around JD285, 30 per 
cent less than prices seven months 
ago, industry sources said. “But in 
many cases, some are selling for 
JD280 and are postponing pay- 
ments just to get rid of their 
stock," One trader told the Jordan 
Times. Must locaJ firms set up 
shops on the hopes of exporting 
to the lucrative murkeis of Iraq, 
the West Bank and CSaza. 

But on right-year-old economic 
embargo on litiq aiMl tough Israeli 
restrictions on exports to the 
I^esdnian leniiories have made 
.such exports almost impossible. 

The local maricei was also 
affected by an international drop 
in die prices of iron and steel 
because of the econonuc crisis 
tiiat hit several Asian countries 
recently. 
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DAJAM JEWELLERS 


" A CARNIVAL OF STYLE " s ^ 



Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 
Furnished & Unfurnished ' 

For more yormatlon call; 
Abdoun Real Estate ' 

5920605 / 5920009 ^ 79-30007 
Web Site Is 
www.abdoun.eoin.Jo ^ 


ART 

CENTER 


LEARN 

DRAWING 

CERAMICS 

SCULPTURE 


CAU. NOW 

552%J0 



*One ft Two Bedrooms *Fully 
Equipped IQichenanes *DaHy & 
Lo^ Stay *Reasonab(e Rates 


5tii Circle 

Tel: 5692672-Fax: S674SS1 

e^BBil ; ciyit6l9 {oxomjo 




^ Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 






JrsncliJ^Ctasm 

L . > 


L'olivier Restaurant 


Abdoun S929564 


Shmdsanl - Or^xwlte 
Grtndlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
SweHlah Tel: 622891 





bin Group - 
Near American Embassy 
1)61:8933084. Fax: 


At 6th Circle 
Tel.; 5510001 


Recreation Center 

Be Good Look Good 

our team will look after your looks. 



or 1 1 S 20 r > 

124-HOUR TAXI SERVICE 


ARRIVE SAFE AND SECURE 
ANYTIME, ANYWHERE IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

BILINGmL SPB^ DRIVERS 
AIR CONDITIONING 
M0BIL£TB£PH0NES 

AIRPORr SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS ' 

TEL: 4126379 

079-77390/6^71 ANYliME 
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McGwire hits No. 66, ties Sosa 


ST. LOUIS CAP) — Tace 


that, Sammy. Again. 

Forty-five minutes after 
Sammy Sosa took the major 
league homer lead with No. 
66. Marie McGwire 
answered with his 66th. His 
two-run. fifth-inning shot in 
Sl Louis' 6-5 victory over 
Montreal on Briday night re- 
tied the home run derby with 
just two gmnes to go. 

Although McGwire said 
yet again that he didn't care 
who wins, his manager 
would be crushed if 
McGwire didn't finish on 
top. 

“As far as I‘m concerned. 
Mark's home run chase is 
the most important thing the 
ne.xt two days,” Tony La 
Russa said. ‘"We're pulling 
for him real, leal, real hard.” 

McGwire smd that was the 
wrong attitude. 

“That's just him,” 
McGwire said. “My feeling 
is what he and I have done, 
whoever '$ on top nobody 
should be disappointed. 

How can you walk away 
being disappointed if you 
walk away one below? You 
can't. It's impossible.” 

Shayne Bennett, who gave 
up No. 66 to McGwire, only 
hoped there would be more 
fireworks. 

“I don't want to be the guy 
who gives up the last one,” 
Benn^ said. "Tf Sammy hits 
anodier one, they'll forget 
about me. C'mon. Sammy.” 

Sosa led for 58 minutes on 
Aug. 19 before McGwire hit 
his 48th and 49th homers at 
Chicago. Leading off the 
fourth at Houston, Sosa hit 
No. 66 off Jose Lima, and 
McGwire responded with a 
man on and two outs in the 
fifth with a 375-foot drive. 

“It was almost as good as 
62.” La Russa said. 

On the first pitch from 
Bennett. McGwire nearly 
hometed on a towering drive 
that Landed just to the left of 
the foul pole in the upper 
deck in left field. Busch 
Stadium personnel inadver- 
tently set off fireworks. 

*‘Fise alarra,” McGwire 
said with a grin. "The guy 
was trigger-happy.” 

Expos manager Felipe 
Alou thought the foul drive 
was even more impressive 
than the homer. 

“Fve never seen a fly ball 
go that far in ray life,” Alou 
said. “And I've been in 
many different leagues.” 

Rookie J.D. Drew had a 
pair of two-run homers for 
the Car dinals, who have won 
10 of 12 to guarantee a van- 
ning record. 

E^w. the Cardinals' first- 
round draft pick, has five 
homers and 12 RBls since 
joining the team Sept. 8 — 
the day McGwire broke 





FIFA reduces time players must be 
released for Confederation Cup 


ZURICH (AP) — The 2002 World 
Cup might begin earlier and feature a 
sig^cant rules change designed to 
reduce the number of shootouts. 

FIFA, soccer's world governing 
body, said Friday the 2002 event, 
with Japan and South Korea serving 
as hosts, would remain in the cus- 
tomary period of June and July, but 
may open earlier in June. 

“Looking at meteorological studies 
from Japan and South Korea, we feel 
it should be scheduled as long as pos- 
sible in June,” said FIFA president 
Sepp Blatter. 

While FIFA will decide on the 
actual dates at the executive commit- 
tee roeedng in December, not every- 
one was convinced a move to a May 
kickoff was out of the question. 

“In principle, it will be in June and 
July,” said FIFA vice president 
Mong-Joon Chung, president of the 
Korean Football Association. “But 
there will be further consultations 
between FIFA and the two organiz- 
ing committees to have furdier con- 
si^radoD of die date.” South Korea 
requested the event begin in May to 
avoid the rainy season. The quadren- 
nial. month-long compeddon nadi- 
donally has started around June 10, 


well after the professional soccer 
seasons in Europe and South 
America end. 

The Intemadonal Football 
Associadon Board will discuss the 
committee's suggesdon that two 
extra substitutes be permitted during 
overtime in World Cup matches. 
That might open up play in the extra 
sessions, which often are conserva- 
tively played and marred by the 
exhaustion of the players. 

That, in turn, could lead to more 
games decides in overtime, avoiding 
shootouts. Only one game in France 
98, when the hosts beat Paraguay 1- 
0, ended in overtime. 

FIFA said it would not change ^e 
dates of the upcoming Confederation 
Cup. but would reduce the time clubs 
are required to make their players 
available. 

“Qubs will no longer have to give 
up their players two weeks before the 
Confederation Cup,” Blatter said. 
“Now we're requiring clubs to make 
their players available 4S hours 
before the first game of the comjwti- 
tion.” The United States. Mexico, 
Bolivia. Brazil. France. Saudi 
Arabia. Egypt and the winner of the 
current O^ania contest in Brisbane. 


Australia. wiU participate in the 
eight-nation tourtiameni. Scheduled 
for Mexico next Jan. 8-20 — when 
leagues in the southern hemisphere 
are in foU swing and only some in 
Europe are off — several leagues 
will be left without their stars. 

“We're willing to be flexible,*' said 
Blatter. “Now we ask clubs to under- 
stand other continents are also 
involved and insisted it not be 
scratched from the calendar.” FIFA 
also discussed the dangers of the per- 
formance-enhancing substance EPO . 
and the possibility of introducing 
blood tests rather than only urine 
tests, as well as random doping test- 
ing between competitions. The IOC 
set a forum for OcL 27 in Lausanne, 
Switzerland, and invited all the inter- 
national federations to exchange 
views. 

Candidates to stage the 2006 World 
Cup will be accepted at the end of 
October, with bid countries required 
to confirm their bids by April 1999. 
Bids will be reviewed by Jan. 31, 
2000 and the executive committee 
will select the host country in March 
2000 — not in June, as previously 
planned. 


C h ica go Cab^ Sammy Sosa hits bis 66tb borne run of the season September 25 
a gainst the Houstoo Astros. St. Louis Cardinals Mark McGwire homered against the 
Montreal Expos less than hour after Sosa's blast, tying Sosa at 66 home runs on the 
season (Reuters photo) 


Transatlantic 
swimmer 
arrives home 
in France 


Baseball Notes 


The Cardinals set an attendance record of 3,100,699 with 
both remainjng games also ^doiu. ... 

Bennett had allowed only six homer5in9l ianings before 
giving up the homers to McGwire and Drew in the fifth. ... 

The Cardinals haven't permitted a homer in 87 innings 
suKe the fir^ game of a doubldieader Sept 15 against 
Pittsburg. .... 

The Cardinals lead the NL with 218 homers, six more 
than Atlanta. St Louis last won the home run title in 1944 
with 100. . . 


Roger Maris' record with his 
6!^d homer. 

"He's got a pre^ good 
shot at breaking this record 
some day ” McGwire said. 
“He's a lot farther along than 
I was at that age. It's going to 
be nice to play with him for 
a few yeare.” 

When Sosa took the lead in 
the home run deiby. it 
prompted a collective groan 
from a sellout crov^ at 
Busch Stadium who booed 
whra Sosa’s home run num- 
ber was changed on the 
scoreboard. 

Before connecting, 
McGwire had been 2-for-l I 
on the homestand with a pair 


of singles and hadn't home- 
red in 14 at-bats. He e.xtend- 
ed his NL record to 161 
walks on a full count in the 
first and lined out to left in 
the third against Miguel ' 
Batista (3-6) and singled off 
rookie Kirk BuUingerto lead 
off ±e seventh. 

McGvsdre and Sosa each 
have two games left, with 
McGwire's at home against 
the Expos and Sosa's on the 
road against the Astros. 
McGwire faces right-hander 
Dustin Hermanson (14-11) 
today, while Sosa faces 
right-hander Shane 

Reynolds (19-8). On 
Sunday, McGwire faces 


Mike Thurman (4-5;. and 
Sosa goes against Mike 
H^pton (11-7). 

McGwire has two homers 
against Montreal, and this 
was his first since he con- 
nected off Trey Moore on 
April 21. Alou suspects 
McGwire may hit a few 
more off his laigely inexpe- 
rienced staff. 

“We don’t have Greg 
Maddux here who can pin- 
point a fastball on the comer 
eveiy time,” Alou said. "'Wb 
have kids. We have Mike 
Maddux.” 

The latest homer was No. 
453 of McGwire's career, 
putting him in 20th pla^ 
ahead of Carl Yasuzemsid. 
He has hit 176 homers the 
last three seasons. 


In 204 career games witii 
the Cardinals, McGwire has 
90 homers, 182 RBis and 
204 walks. He has 47 
homeis and 95 RBls in 104 
career games at Busch 
Stadium. 

Rookie Jose Jimenez (3-0) 
allowed three runs in 6 1-3 
innings and Juan Acevedo 
finished for his 14th sa-v^. 


QUIBERON, France 
(AFP) — French swim- 
mer Benoit “Ben” 
Lecomte was wel- 
comed home here 
Friday after crossing 
the Atlantic from the 
United States. 

His friends and rela- 
tives joined around 200 
people on the beach 
here to welcome 
Lecomte, 31, who 
plunged into the 
Atlantic July 16 at 
Cape Cod for the chal- 
lenge which raised 
funds for cancer 
research. 

His marathon swim 
was intemipted every 
few hours for rest and 
food onboard the 
"Falbala” — his 12- 
metre (40-foot) escort 
boat. 






.V-, 
















Ali Beoarbia (R; of Bordeaux takes on Dominique Arribage (L) of Rennes during 
early actioo in their French league match. Bordeaux won 4-0 (Reuters photo) 



200 football fans in clash near hockey stadium 


Plenty of solitude at sea for skippers 
of eight-month-long yachting race 


CHARLESTON. South Carolina 
( AP; — After yeais of planmng. rais- 
ing money and testing their yachts. 16 
skippers set sail this weelmnd in a 
renewal of the 27,000-mile (43,450- 
kilomeire) Around Alone single-hand- 
ed yachting race. 

“It's wonderful to be just fiying on 
the boaL” said Is^Ue Autissier of 
Fiance, the only female in the field. *"I 
really like die balance between l<xig 
peri<^ at sea and pushii^ die boaL” 

Robin Davie said Friday he just 
couldn't think of anything better to do 
than < p»!nfiing eight raonths alone at 
sea. 

Tt's a great escqie from reality.” 
said the race veteran who will skipper 
a 49-fbot (15-metres) yacht named 
South Carolina. 

'"I'm dmng it for the money,” 
buried J.P. Mouligne. a Fienchr^ 
who lives in Rhode Island. *T was told 
you could get rich in this business. But 
it was like the movie Casablanca. I 


was mirinformed.” 

The race, previously known as the 
BOC Challenge, has been held every 
four years since 19S2. Its starting point 
moved from Newpent, Rhode Island, 
to Charleston in 

Colorful flags on the yachts slapped 
in a brisk breeze as school dnldreo 
and tourists walked along the dodcs at 
the Qiacieston Maritime Centec A 
handful of sailors bad thei yachts in 
die harbor, doing some last-minute 
minu te testing b^te the race start ai 
iKwn today. 

The course takes the sailors around 
the worid with stops in Cape Town. 
South Africa; Auckland. New 
Zealand; and Punta del Este. Uruguay, 
before returaing next ^nitig. 

Thiny-nine skippers ori^nally reg- 
istered. aldiough only 16 will be stait- 
ing, four fewer than four years ago. 

Some dropped out because they 
txxiid not raise enexj^ mon^'. 

Others ran into equipment problems 


and one coniesiam was booted 
because he wanted to name his boat 
for a cigarene sponsor and refused to 
moke a Z(XH)-mile (3200-kilonietre) 
qualif^g sail. 

Chiistt^he Auguin of France, who 
won die past two races, is not back to 
defend his title in Gass I — boats 
between 51 and 60 feet (15 to 17 
metres;. There are seven Gsbs I com- 
petitors. while the rest of the field will 
compete in Class D. which includes 
yachts between 40 and 50 feet long 
< 12 to IS metres). 

Ti’s a veiy special race, a vciy 
human race,” said Giov anni Soldini of 
Italy, who placed second in Class 0 
four years ago and has moved up to 
the larger class. ‘'This is the second 
time and we'll see If we are there a 

third." 

Some skippers seemed a bit awed by 
what they have undenaken. 

“At the time it was a good idea,” 
Canadian Sebastian Reidl said, “I 


went V) bed last oi^t and was think- 
ing about it and I'm not so sure.” 

But be said the race in his 60-foot 
( 1 7-metre) yacht Project Amazon is a 
chalieoge atuTfor once in my life. I 
w^nihl like to be among the best in the 
world.” 

Ru^an Fedor Konioukhov. who 
has climbed Mount Everest and is the 
fust Russian to reach the North Pole 
alone, was preparing for his ihird solo 
oround-the-w'crid sail when he heard 
about the race and decided to eniec 

Neal Petersen, a South African who 
has lived in Cbariestoo since compet- 
ing four years ago. said the Around 
Alone is all about setting goals and 
reaching them. 

Tn my mind, there are no baniers.” 
said Petersoru who gives insi»rational 
ralks U) school and corporate groups 
and whose yacht is narned www.no- 
barriers.com. 'This race is a tremen- 
dous risk. You make a mistake, you 
die,” 


MOSCOW (AFP) — More than two hundred fans of Moscow football clubs Spartak and 
CSKA were involved in clashes near a local icehockey stadium, ITAR-TASS news 


agency reported on Saturday. Local police were unprepared for the disturbance, concen- 
trating their forces near the Dynamo stadium, where a crucial match between the two top 
sides in the Russian football championship was scheduled later Saturday. Mounted police 
appeared at the battleground 15 minutes after the fighting began and broke up the gangs 
of roving fans. Moscow police said no serious injuries were reported. 


1860 Munich maintain challenge 


COLOGNE (AFP) — i860 Munich maintained their superb start to the Bundesliga sea- 
son with a 2-0 win at home to Herlha Berlin on Friday night. Moroccan midfielder 
Abderrahim Ouakili put 1860 ahead in only the second minute and Bemd Hobsch's goal 
just after half-time sealed the victory. 1 860 Munich remain second in their best-ever start 
in the Bundesliga. two points behind local rivals Bayem Munich, who play ^^ferder 
Bremen on Saturday. Hamburg SV laboured against nine man Hansa Rostock but final- 
ly came away 1-0 winners after Croatian AndreJ Ponadic scored in the 83rd minute. 
Rostock earlier had French defender Abder Randame red carded in the 17th minute while 
Croatian striker Igor Pamic was sent off 45 minutes later. It was Rostock’s third defeat in 
three away fixtures but the win propelled Hamburg into third place. 


Keegan to return to AnfieJd 


LONDON (AFP) — Fulham manager Kevin Keegan is set to make a nostalgic retom to 
his former club Liverpool in the third round of the League Cup. Keegan’s second divi- 
sion side, who beat Premiership dub Southampton in the last round, were handed a 
daunting trip to Anfield when FIFA president Sepp Blatter made the third round draw on 
Saturday. Holders CHielsea, handed a bye into the third round like all of the English teams 
Involved in European competiion, entertain Aston Villa in one of four all-Premiership 
ties. High-flyers Derby take on Arsenal at Pride Park in the clash of the round while 
Leeds and Manchester United host local derbies against Bradford and Bury respectively. 


CINEMA faSSSw* CINEMA CINEMA 

PHILADEIPHIAT Y PHILADELPHIA '2' ¥ PLAZA 


John Travolta & Olivin 
Newion-John .. in 


GREASE 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 
6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Sophie Marceau ... 
in Leo Tolstoy's love story 


ANNA KARENINA 


Shows: 12:30/ 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30. 10:30 


CINEMA 


TEL;567743t> 


CONCORD 


GALLERIA 1 


Y' 


■reti 5934793 


GALLERIA 2 


Comedian Adel Imam .. in 


AL ZA'EEM 


Shows: 6:30, 9:30 
Additional shows Thursday and 
Friday evenings at 12:30 

j 


NASSER 

Show»: 12J0. 3:30. 6:15.6:30.10:30 




UP CLOSE & PERSONAL 

Shows: 3di(?. 530 only 


ABDOUN 

mow.cns.cotn.jo{Galleria 


ABDOUN 

ufwio.ajs.com.jo/Galleria 


GREAT 

ARMAGEDDON EXPECTATIONS 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10:45 Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30,10:45 


iSan^kieslhate 
TEL: 4625155 


Watch out for 
the new play 
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Moh«ri. ■ 




stadium 


jSadonal League 

Cincinnad 4 
Adanta 6 

Houston 6 
St. Louis 6 
San Francisco 8 
Afizona 6 
Los Angeles 3 
Philadelphia ai Florida 

American League 

Boston 8 

Detroit 7 

NY Yankees 6 

White Sox 3 

Minnesota S 

Oakland 7 

Seattle 1 S 

Portuguese League 
Spor. Lisbon 3 

French League 

Sochaux 1 

Monaco 3 

Lens 2 

Bordeaux 4 

Strasbourg 2 

Lorieni 1 

Nancy 0 

Toulouse 0 

Bastia 0 

German League 

Hamburg SV l 

1860 Munich 2 

English Premiership 

Aston Villa 1 

Charlton 1 

Chelsea 2 

Everton 0 

Newcastle 2 

SbeffWed 1 

Tottenbam 3 

Italian League 


Pittsburgh 
NY Mels 
Chicago Cubs 
Montreal 
Colorado 
San Oiego 
Milwaukee 
— Postponed 


Baltimore 
Toronto 
Tampa Bay 
Kansas City 
Cleveland 
Anaheim 
Texas 


Estrela Amadoru 0 


Paris St. Germain 0 
Le Havre 0 

Nantes 4 

Rennes 0 

Montpellier 1 

Metz 1 

Lyon 0 

Auxerre 0 

Marseille 2 


Hansa Rostock 
Hertha Berlin 


Derby 0 

Coventry 1 

Middlesbrough 0 

Blackburn 0 

Nottm Forest 0 

Arsenal 0 

Leeds 3 


. I 


Bari 0 Bologna 

AC Milan I Fiorentina 

(Jdinese 2 Salemitana 

AS Roma 2 Venezia 

Parma v Juventus Cevening kick-off) 

Davis Cup 


Jiri Novak/David Rikl (Cze) bt Wayne Ferreira/Piei 
forval (Rsa) 6-4. 6-2, 6-2 

Slava Dos^l fCze) bt Wayne Ferreira (Rsa) 6-2. 6-3, 6- 


Bohdan Ulihrach (Cze) bt Marcos Ondruska (Rsa) 6-1. 
6 - 2 . 6-1 


Jonas Bjorkman/Nicklas Kuld beat Javier Sanchez/Julian 
Alonso 6-2 6-2 6-2 

Bjorkman beat Alex Corretja 6-3 7-5 6-7 (7*5) 6-3 
I Thomas Johansson beat Carlos Moya 7-5 7-6 (7-4) 7-6 
( 8 - 6 ) 


Thomas StrengbergerAVblfgang Schranz (Aut) bt 
Kenneth Carlsen/Frederik Fetterlein (Den) 6-3, 6-2, 6-4 
Markus Hipfl (Aut) bt Kenneth Carlsen (Den) 6-4, 6-0, 
6-3 

Stefan Koubek (Aut) bt Thomas Larsen (Den) 3-6, 3-6, 
6-4. 6-0, 6-2 


GOREN BRIDGE 

WITH OMAR SHARF 
&TANNAHHIRSCH 
ClHC TWm MM S««cm M 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


- ... H Q. 1 • Neither vulocraUe, as 
^ ^tfa you bold: 

\ „j, I'- AAEQ6 07 0AJ76 AA543 

'Ru biddme has proceeded: 

j.; NOBIH EAST SOUTH WEST 

Pwc Pass 10 PaM 

‘ ‘ What do you bid now? 

.1 

' . A ‘ Wtb IS high-card points and a 

- r.‘ ‘ sineletoD. there ia a temptation to 

jump to two spades. Sinee the hnnd 
muldbeamisSt and lacks a source 
of tricks, you need an unforced sec- 
ond bid linjm partner kyou ore to 
make same. ^Ind one spade. 

I .. ' Q. 2 - Both vulnerable, os Sonth 

yuuhold: 

. 1 ^ OAOJS <1098742 *Q9 

' ( 

. -J. ..■<? ; The bi ddiae has am ufe d e d: 

NOBTH EAST SOUTH 
..... ‘ jfr i* Pass PssB 7 

J-' • ■' • I action dg you take? 

^ ■ Nonnally, we would not allow 

• .iM'Ki'' I ^ oppments to ^sy unmolested 
• ‘ .• ;r.- ‘ .r-,. I •’i eoe club. Ha*, hmwever, there 

'■ 1 signs. Where's the spade 

, • ' ... suit? Why M uld n't 

•• J '^'•veily? Don't push the enemy into 

I S®® ^ giving them e second shoL 


Q-3 . North-South vulnerable, as 
South ]nni hold: 

9AJ7S 08 4AE42 


I 


TEi--'*' .. 


, , f 


The bidd ing has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST^ NORTH EAST 
14 Pass 1 * 2< 

What do you bid now? 

A • No lap in spades does hiU jus- 
hce to this very poweribl hand in 
sopportoT partner^ suit Theonly 
*ey to gel your message across is to 
with a cue-bid of thiee dia- 
then support spades next 

^ < - Neither vulnerable, as 


South you hold: 

*J5 C>A10872 vAK6 4K98 

*nie bidding has proceeded: 

SOUTH VEST NORTH EAST 
1C> Pbm 87 Psaa 

9 

What oesioa do you coke? 

A - With B magic fit, you mif^t 
moke four hearts on the comNned 
bolding. Unfortunately, there are 
more oombioations where eight 
tricks are the manmiixn. so don't 
endanger a sound partial for an 
ephemeral game. Pass. 

Q. 5 • As South, vulnerable, you 
hold; 

4S tK»3 <AKQ782 4AXQ 

Tbe biddine has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
g* Paw SV Pom 

3< Pm 37 Pass 

e 

What do you bid now? 

A ■ You ar* certainly in .slam teiri- 
I loiy, but enlist partner's cooper*- 
' don by bidding lour clubs now. 

! When you Billow by raising hearts 
1 Bt your next turn, posabb' "'‘W ® 

I jump partner should get o pretty 
[picture of your hand — ringloion 
Ispadc, real heart support nnd no 
losers in the minors- 

Q, 6 • East-West vulnerable, as 
South you hold; 

4H72 7109548 vS *9632 

The biddins has procce^: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
1 * - 
What action do you taker 

A - Not vulnerable is not the same 
as invulnerable. Despitcyourfcnr- 

card fit for parmer'a imnw. this 

hand is ming 

ner can Srue you w bid. Don't 

encourage North to take some 

action by raising clubs or respond- 
ing ont heart- Piws. 


Injury 
crisis for 
Ronaldo 
and 
Baggio 

MILAN (AFP) — Imcr 
Milan face an injury crisis 
for Wednesday nighi’.s 
European Champions 
League lie here with 
Ronaldo and Roberto 
Baggio both doubtful to 
face Sturm Graz. 

The best-known duo in 
world football arc both suf- 
fering from knee injuries 
and were ruled out of 
Sunday's Serie A match at 
Empoli. 

Inter spokesman Sandro 
Sabatini told AFP on 
Saturday night: “Baggio 
and Ronaldo will not be 
playing against Empoli and 
it will be very difTiculi for 
them to play on 
Wedne.sday. 

“They have problems 
which are not serious, but 
which are nevertheless 
problems. with their 
knees." 

Ronaldo has tendon trou- 
ble in both legs, which 
team doctor Piero Volpi 
said on Saturday was a 
reaction to the physical 
stress of training after a 
six-week lay-off following 
the World Cup. 

“Ronaldo has a poweifol 
muscular development and 
it will inevitably draw on 
his tendons." Volpi said. 

"It is a long-standing 
problem which is no cause 
for worry. It's just the price 
that a player with his chor- 
acteristic.s has to pay in 
order to get back to iuil 
physical fitness.” 

Ronaldo will work out in 
the gym during the week- ' 

I 

end, avoiding any strain on . 
the affected areas. i 

Baggio meanwhile has 
tendon trouble in his right 
knee, which Volpi said 
dated back to an operation 
the striker underwent 13 
years ago. 

“Baggio should be back 
training again on Monday, 
and as for Ronaldo, if he 
was able to train without 
suffering any pain, he 
might be able to play on 
Wednesday," the team doc- 
tor said. 


Jordan fails to reach second 
round of Arab Cup finals 

Kuwait beats Syria 4-0 to advance 


By a Staff Reporter 

JORDAN SATURDAY losi 2-0 to 
hosLs Qatar and were thus eliminat- 
ed from the first round of the 7th 
Arab Cup finals currently under 
way in Doha, Qatar, with 12 teams 
taking part. 

The Kingdom's team needed a 
win to clinch the sole qualifying 
berth from Group 1 and move to the 
second round after they beat Libya 
2-1 in their first match. 

Qatar also had a 2-1 win uver 
Libya to their advantage bur 
Saoirday's win enabled them to inp 
the group and advance to the .second 
round where they wilt face the top 
team from each of the four groups. 

The winners will then move to the 
finals and the losers piny for third 
and fourth places. 

Jordan's elimination was the sixth 
time the team failed to get past the 


first round throughout their seven 
punicipations since the champi- 
onship first kicked off in 1963. The 
Kingdom achieved the best result in 
the 5th Cup hosted in Amman in 
1988 where Jordan took fourth 
place. 

Jordan has played a total of 23 
Arab Cup matches winning only 
four, drawing in three and losing 16 
matches. 

To this day, the team scored only 
15 goals while allowing 54 in. 

In an earlier match Saturday, 
Kuwait also qualified after scoring 
their second momentous victory 
when they defeated Syria 4-0 to 
move to the second round. 

Kuwait hud earlier eliminated 
liilcholders Egypt following a 4-1 
win. 

Sudan, playing their inaugural 
Arab Cup , hope to beat the UAE 
tonight after their surprising 2-1 


upset over .Morocco, while Saudi 
Arabia will meet Lebanon in 
Sunday’s late match. 

Lebanon were held to a goalless 
draw with .Algeria in their first 
mutch, and their uisk of moving to 
the second round seems next to 
impossible with tbe Saudi lineup 
featuring most stars of their W'orld 
Cup team. 

Egypt, and the rest of North 
African countries have entered their 
Olympic teams rather than national 
teani.s in the compeiition. 

Teams playing in the Sept. 22- 
Oci. 1 fmals have been divided into 
four groups; 

Group 1; Jordan. Libya. Qatar 

Group 2: Egypt. Kuwait, Syria 

Group 3; Morocco, the UAE. 
Sudan 

Group 4: Saudi Arabia. .Algeria, 
Lebanon. 

The .Arab Soccer Federation will 


Sanchez Vicario beats 
Huber, faces Seles in final 


TOKYO (AFP; — 
Spaniard Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario overcame a sore 
wrist to defeat Anke Huber 
in their .semi-final clash in 
the Princess Cup tennis 
tournament on Saturday. 

The top-seed, who need- 
ed court-side treatment to 
her right wrist at the begin- 
ning of the final set, 
stormed buck from one ser- 
vice gome down in the 
third to beat the German 6- 
1. 3-6, 6-3. 

“When I played her 
indoors, she ^wuys beat 
'rae, she always a bet- 
ter player. I beat her out- 
doors. Today, it was a dif- 
ferent story. Finally I was 
able to beat her indoors," 
said Sanchez Vicario. 

In the second semi, 
defending champion 
Monica Seles of the United 
States powered p^t 
Thailand's Tunarine 
Tanasugam 6-1. 6-4. 

Sanchez Vicario calmly 
countered Huber's power- 
ful but somedme.s wild 
game to chalk up a 5-0 lead 
before taking the first set. 

Huber said; “1 was a little 
bit surprised for a second, 
especially by her forehand. 
She played much more 
aggressive than she does 
usually. 

“Maybe 1 didn't play 
aggressive enough and I 
didn't play my game, so 
that's what I tried to do in 
the .second set. 1 tried to go 
to the net and just take the 
boll a [irtle bit earlier.” 

Those tactics allowed her 
to level at one set all before 
Sanchez Vicario hud her 
right wrist massaged and 
taped at the beginning of 
the decider. 

The SpanianJ lost her ser- 
vice to go down 1-0 but 



Monica Seles of the United States concentrates on a return to Thailand's Tamarine 
Tanasugam in the Princess Cup International Tennis Championship. Seles defeated 
Tanasugam 6-1 6-4 to move on to the final on September 27 where she will meet 
Arantxa Sanchez Mcario of Spain (Reuters photo) 


broke back immediately 
following six deuces. 

That, * said Sanchez 


Vicario, was the rurm'ng 
point. 

“That was very impor- 


tant. After thaL I was able 
to be firm and come back 
and win," she said. 


Grobbelaar set for international 
comeback in Harare 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— Former Liverpool goal- 
keeper Bruce Grobbelaar 
is set for an international 
comeback at the age of 41 
in Harare on Sunday. 

Castle Cup Southern 
Africa championship lead- 
ers Zimbabwe need a draw 
to clinch first prize while 
Zambia must win to retain 
the title. 

Grobbelaar. who plays 
non-league football in 
England, was named care- 
taker coach of Zimbabwe 
last week and included 
himself in a 30-man squad. 

With regular goalkeeper 
Abdul Karim axed after a 
2-1 loss in Angola, the 
way is clear for 
Grobbelaar to play before 
a capacity 60.000 crowd. 

South African-born 
Grobbelaar last appeared 
for his adopted country 
against Angola in a World 


Cup eliminator 17 months 
ago. 

The Castle Cup loss to 
Angola triggered an 
upheaval with six of the 
team dropped and the four- 
man coaching staff fired. 

Zimbabwe are seeking 
their first trophy since 
defeating Kenya 2-0 in the 
1985 East and Central 
Africa Senior Challenge 
Cup final. 

They have never beaten 
Zambia in a competitive 
match with two draws and 
two losses since being 
admitted to international 
football 1 8 years ago. 

Zambia were expected in 
Harare on Saturday after 
missing a connecting 
flight in Egypt following a 
2-0 midweek defeat by 
Oman. 

Veteran midfielder 
Kalusha Bwalya, coaxed 
out of retirement for the 


cup tie, is a doubtful 
starter becaue of an ankle 
injury. 


Jordan Times e-mail: 
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present cash awards to the top four 
learns; $40,000 for the champion. 
S30.UOO for the runner up, and 
S20.000 for the third and fourth- 
placed teams. 

Iraq are the four time titleholders. 
Tunisia and Egypt have won it once 
each, while Syria are three time run- 
ners-up. 

The Jordanian team had training 
camps in Aqaba, Egypt, and 
Yugoslavia. The Kingdom's team 
qualified to the Arab Cup finals 
after beating Lebanon 2-0. drawing 
M with Palestine, and losing to 
Syria 3-0 in the preliminaries held 
in Beirut, Lebanon. 

Kafelnikov 
and Safin 
give 

Russians 
unbeatable 
lead 


OSAKA (AFP) — Up- 
and-coming teenager 
Marat Safin teamed up 
with Yevgeny 

Kafelnikov as Russia 
took an unbeatable 3-0 
lead in their Davis Cup 
World Group qualifying 
tie against Japan on 
Saturday. 

On Friday, Kafelnikov 
put Russia into the lead, 
beating Goichi 

Motomura 4-6, 6-2. 6-3, 
6-3. and Safin was lead- 
ing one set and 3-1 over 
Japan's top player Takao 
Suzuki when rain halted 
the contest. 

The Japanese had 
known their only chance 
was to beat the Russian 
second player twice as 
they bid to earn a berth 
in the World Group for 
the first time in 13 years. 

But 18-year-old Safin, 
who reached the U.S. 
Open fourth round earli- 
er this month, completed 
victory in the delayed 
singles 7-6 (7/4), 6-2, 6- 
3. 

Kafelnikov, the 1996 
French Open champion, 
then teamed up with 
Safin to score a 7-5. 6-3, 
4-6, 6-2 doubles victory 
over Suzuki and 
Motomura. 

Sunday will see 
reverse singles matches 
on the hard court of the 
Utsubo Tennis Centre in 
Osaka. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

THE ROYAL JORDANIAN 
ARABIAN HORSE SOCIETY 

is pleased to announce the 10th annual “Festival of the 
Arabian Horse at Home," from Sept. 29 to OcL 2. The fes- 
tival features in hand and ridden classes from 9 a.m. until 
early evening at the Royal Stables, AI Hummar on Sept. 
29, 30 and OcL 2 with international entries and judges, 
and on Oct. 1 only purebred Arabian Horse racing at the 
Royal Race Club in Tuneib. Refreshments, snacks and 
amenities are available daily on site. 

A judges’ course will be held on the two days following the 
show also at the Royal Stables. 

For further details please contact the Royal 
Stables Tel.: 5342104, 5348123. 

Spectators are all welcome 


Furnished & Unfurnished 
Apartments 

Abdoun, Rabia, Shmeisani, 7th Circle 
and others. 

Tel.: 5539016 (9 a.m. - 5 p.m.), 079/64736 


FLAT FOR RENT IN ABDOUN 

Situated in a quiet area. Fully furnished super deluxe flat 190 
sq.m., ground floor. Consists of two bedrooms, L-shaped | 
salons/sitling and dining rooms including bar, spacious kitchen 
with all accessories, veranda could be used as a mud’s room, 
satellite KU/C-band, central antenna, TV/video/stereo set and 
telephone with all electrical appliances including electrical shut- 
ters, BAR-B-Q, grass pitched garden, private garage, separate 
telephone /water/eleclrtcity and heating. 

“NO INTERMEDIARIES PLEASE" 

For more information please contact telephone 
numbers 5928598, 5924850, 4619971, 4619972 
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In answer to Kurd accord: 

Turkey to upgrade 

diplomatic ties with Iraq 


ANKARA (R) — Turicey 
said on Saturday it would 
upgrade its diplomatic rela- 
tions with neighbouring 
Iraq in an angry response to 
a U.S.-backed agreement 
between Iraq's Kurdish fac- 
tions. 

Deputy Pr ime Minister 
Bulent Ecevit said in a 
statement diat Turkey 
planned to send an ambas- 
sador to Baghdad for the 
first time since 1992. 

NATO member Turkey, 
which fears Iraqi Kurdish 
separatism could encourage 
its own restive Kurds, will 
also help to speed up the 
appointment of an Iraqi 
ambassador to Ankara. 

That post has been vacant 
for several months. 

“These mutual appoint- 
ments will md our di^ogue 
and relations with the Iraqi 
administration.'’ Ecevit 
said. 

Turkey has complained 
about being left out of a 
deal agreed in Washington 
this month between Iraqi 
Kurdish faction leaders 
Massoud Barzani and Jala! 
Talabani. 

TUttey is also to send its 
ambassador back to Libya, 
Ecevit’s statement said. The 
diplomat was recalled three 
weeks ago in a row over 


Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi's alleged support 
for Kurdish rebels in 
Turkey. 

The statement made no 
direct connection between 
the situation in northern 
Iraq and the decision to 
send the ambassador back 
to Libya, which is a blow to 
U.S. efforts to isolate 
QadfaaE. 

The Iraqi Kurdish accord 
provides for elections next 
year to re-establish a 
regional assembly in north- 
ern Iraq which collapsed in 
1994 amid fighting 
between the Kurdish 
groups. 

Turkey sees the accord as 
leading to a federation in 
Iraq that would give the 
Ku^ a greater say in the 
running of their own 
affairs. 

The Washington deal, 
partially brokered by U.S. 
Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright, is like- 
ly to make obsolete the 
Ankara peace process, a 
series of Kurdish peace 
talks influenced by Tu^y. 

this way, the Ankar a 
peace process has been 
sidelined, Ecevit’s state- 
ment said. “There is no 
chance of Turkey ^prov- 
ing these changes." In the 


past Ibrkey has strongly 
backed Barzani's group in a 
bid to prevent Turkey’s 
Kurdistan Workers* Party 
(PKK) rebels setting up 
bases in northeni Iraq, 
which has been out of 
Baghdad's control since 
after the 1991 Gulf war. 

U.S. and British air force 
jets patrol the skies of 
northern Iraq to prevent the 
Baghdad government's 
troops entering the moun- 
tainous Kurdish enclave. 

But the United States has 
rarely criticised frequent 
Turidsh military cross-bor- 
der incursions in recent 
years aimed at camps of the 
PKK. fighting for Kurdish 
self rule in southeast 
Turkey. 

Turkish troops have been 
continuously stationed in 
the northeni tip of Iraq for 
more than a year. 

The West has also turned 
a blind eye to a growing 
.trade in cheap Iraqi diesel 
through Batzani-beld terri- 
tory to Ttirkey which, tech- 
nic^y breaches the U.N. 
sanctions imposed on Iraq 
after the invasion of Kuwait 
in 1990. 

Oil multinationals com- 
plain the illicit diesel flow 
is hurting their business in 
Turkey. 


Israel deployed nuke-capable 
missiles in 73 war with Arabs 


TEL AVIV (R) — An Israeli 
ofBcial has said diat during a 
critical moment m the 1^3 
Mkkfle war Israel 

deployed its lODg-range 
Jericho misriles whkh, accord- 
ing n> iqxxts abroad, ate capa- 
ble of canying nudear war- 
beads. 

But Vuval Ne'eman, a far- 
mer caUtiet riiinister and a key 
figure in Israel’s nuclear {xo- 
gramme, said Israel did not 
aim the misriles wiih nuclear 
vvaiheads durit^ the conflict 

Experts said it was the first 
time an Isradi ofiSdal had con- 
firmed Jeridios had been 
deployed. 

Ne’eman told Reuters in an 
interview diat Israel received 
U.S. satellite infonnatitxi in die 
second week oi die 1973 war 
intficating that j^ypt m^ be 
arming Scud mL^iles with 
nuclei warheads. 

Egypt had not developed 
nuclei weqxxis but Israel was 
concerned diat the Soviet 
Unioa wUd) backed Caha 
may have sent sraae to Egypt 
durii^ the war. Ne'eman sa^ 
Israel intended die d^iloyment 
as a wamii^ to Egypt ^ the 


Soviet Union. 

“Dado [dien Israeli anny 
chief David Elazar] lei^pcnided 
deploying our Jedc^ niis- 
sfles in a very qieo area so that 
Soviet saielliies could see diem 
deady. But there was no 
nuclear matter involved. These 
were regular . missOes," 
Ne’eman 

Infcsmaticn about the 
Jericho is classified in LiraeL 

Reports alxxiad put die mis- 
rile’s range at about 1 ,500 kik>- 
me&es. Israel has launched 
satellites with what is believed 
to be a version of die Jericho. 

‘*I have never seen an ofiScial 
confirmation of such a deploy- 
ment during the war," said 
political sdentist Shai 
Fsldman. who heads Tel Aviv 
Univeraity’s Jafifee Centre for 
Strategic Studies. 

Eg^ and Syria launched a 
surprise attack on Ocbdier 6, 
1973, vdifle most Israelis were 
maridng Yom Kippur. the 
Jewish Day of AtonemenL 

The Arab armies made deep 
advances m the first days of the 
war, pcon^ring Israeli Defence 
Miniker Mosfie Dayan to alert 
die cabinet at one point that 


Israel could be destroyed. 

But officials have denied 
rqxirts over the years diat 
Israel conrideied using nuclear 
weapons during die war 

’There was no Israeli nuclear 
dimenrimi to this war. I todc 
part in aH the meetings cm this 
mariCT during the war so I 
should know.” said Ne’eman. 

At (he time. Ne’eman was a 
senior defence ministiy offi- 
ciaL 

He also beaded Israel's 
Atomic &ieigy Agency for 
many years. 

Hie tide tinned during die 
second week of die war a^ 1^ 
the time a ceasefire was in 
place on Octiiber 22, Israel had 
driven back both the Egyptian 
and Syrian armies. 

Israeli officials neidier con- 
firm nor deny iqxxts pub- 
lished abroad that Israel has 
hundreds of nuclear bombs, 
sticldQg to a decades-old poli- 
cy ctf deliberate amtriguhy. 

Israd is believed to have 
launched a nuclear weapons 
programme in the late l9S0s 
and e xp e rts say that by 1973 it 
abeacfy had a. small atomic 
arsenal 
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A BIG PILE OF SHOES: A child throws a pair of shoes on a pyramid of shoes in central Lyon on Saturday as part of 
a protest action called by 'Handicap International' humanitarian group to remind die world of the hoczois of anti- 
personnel mines (AFP photo) 


Art exhibition in U.S. aims to 
promote a better image of Iran 

first such event rince lFan-U.S. U.S., Saudis encouraged by 

relations soured two decades ^ 

opened a cultural exhitHtion positive steps from Tehran 


NEW YORK (AP) — In the 
first such event snce Iran-U.S. 
relations soured two decades 
ago, Iran’s fcxeign tninisler 
opened a cultinal exhitHtion 
FridsQT that oigamsers bc^ 
win help promote a better 
image of their levolurionary 
countiy. 

The small exhibition, at a 
makeshift galleiy in New York, 
is part of an effort by Iran’s 
mciderate President 

Mcdiammad Khatami to 
smooth out his oounoy’s hos- 
tile ties widi (he Uruted Stales 
dsougfa ncHi-ofifidal 

exchanges. 

“Wh think that Iran has a 
great cultuie and civilisation 
that has been overshadowed 1^ 
the bad lel^ons with tte 
United States. Now, we’re Hy- 
ing to show Americans a dff- 
feient ride of han,” said 
Mohammad Yazdanfar, an 
Iianiaii-American who rxgan- 
ised the show. 

The show, winch features 12 
Iranian and hanian-American 
artists, is sponsored by a pri- 
vate coun^ conpikd of 
traniao-Aroericao academics. 

Yazdanfar. who has lived in 
the United States fcx* more than 
30 years, sard be had been 
apjHOacbed by Iranian diplo- 
mats at the United Nations to 
CHganise the two-day event He 
said diey had he^ied set it up. 

There have been sev^ 
sports and academic 
exchanges between Iran and 
the United States since 
Khatami called for people-io- 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — The U5. and Saudi 
Aralna welcomed Iran’s stqis to open up to for- 
eign countries and abandon tenorism in a joint 
ccxnmuniqu^ late Rirhy. 

The two nations “welcooie iran's stated policy 
to improve lelatioos widi the states of die legkHi 
and its renunciation to tencrism,'' die commu- 
nique read. 

The two countries *1iqie dial diese statements 
[ficm Iran] will translate into {xactice," the com- 
munique sted. 

The communique follows a meeting between 
President Bill Clinton and Saudi Prince 
Abduflah Ben Abdul Aziz. 

The two countries also “soessed the impcr- 
tance of the Kinsdora of Saudi Arabia in the 


people exchanges witii 
Amoica last January. 

U.S. wtesdeis have received 
warm welcomes in Iran tvvice 
diis year and Iranian arhiaKs 
also have been to die United 
States. 

Kamal Khanazi, die foirign 
minis ter; visited the exhil^m 
of pointings, bocks and callig- 
lafky fcH-abkit SOrninutes. He 
was part of the delegation that 
accoirpanied Khackm for a 
United Nations General 
Assembly session. 

The colourful show features 
Ir anian pointers like Mahmoud 
Faischi^ considered one of 
the masters of conten^xxaiy 
Iranian art, and other renown 
artists like Farviz Kalantari and 


Tara ghijah. 

Be^ leaving the Unhed 
States Tuesd^, Khatami called 
for more exchanges with die 
United States, saying be would 
like to see American invest- 
mem in Ixan. A U.S. embaigo 
bans investment and track with 
Tehran. 

U.S. officials have wel- 
comed cultural exchaoges widi 
the United States, bik have 
called fcH* diiea talks with 
I ranian officials. Des]ke 
Khatami's conciliatory tone, be 
has been reluctant to engage in 
ai^ talk of relations because of 
aiong opposition from reli- 
gious hard-liners inside Iran's 
Islamic govemmenL 

On Thunsday, Kharrazi said 


woiidoil rnarket,'’ widi the Uruted States leiter- 
aring is ’'lecognitiofl of die Rjngidom of Saudi 
Arabia as a secure arid reliable supplier c)f eiief- 
gy resources.’' 

Qinton arri the piiote talked about the Middle 
E^ peace (mxess, Ifee conflicts in Afi^ianistan 
and Kcisovo^ as wdl as die global eccHKMny. 

Both leadeis agreed ihik the rituaticm in 
Kosovo was unacceptable, and condooned the 
severe measures tak^ l^ the Yugoslav govern- 
ment (hat resulted in a di^lacem^ of thou- 
saiKk of leskknts of Albanian ancestry. 

Earlier in the day die prince held two and a 
half hours tails wito Secretary of State 
Maddeine Altri^t on (he MSdcDe East peace 
pnxess and the rituation in (fie Gulf. 

his govemment was distancing 
I the United itself fiom a $2.5 mfllion 

hatanu called reward for killing Salman 

^ Rushdie, die lac&aD-bcm 

British author of the -Ihe 
jTetS^ Satanic \tees." Iran’s 1989 

indtradewitb sentence on Rushdie, 

imposed 1^ the late Ayatollah 
have wel- Rubdlah Khomrini who said 

jchangss widi the writer had ccHnmitted blas- 

s, but have phemy gainst Mam in his 

^ *^***rv»^^ book, has contributed to Iran's 

Is. Des]!^ taiiiished mternatioDal inaage. 

^ UnitEd States severed 
t to engage m . . 

ns of ^ revolutioa- 

Q from reli- ^ inilitants stormed the U.S. 

indA» Iran's embassy in Tehran and held 52 

hiL Americans hostage for 444 

lOiarrazi said days. 


New Russia government falls out, protest plans grow 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia seemed as 
far as ever firm soitiiig out its eccnom- 
ic chaos on Satuid^. A fbnner deputy 
prenner who waDoed cut 00 Pnd^ after 
jost Dme d^ys in office lambasled lus 
erstwhile ccAeagues and srid carii fiora 
(be fiiteoiatkHial Monetary Hmd would 
be held for m ontfw as Prime 
Mmister Yevgeny Primakov didieis 
over strata between leftist aitd liberal 
qxions. 

rnmimifrigt party leader Gennady 
Zyuganov met the head cf (he inain 
trade uniori body and agreed oi tactics 
for a nationwide day of protest on 
October 7. They are seddng mcHiths 
overdue wages and penrioos and want 
Resideot Boris Yeltsin to resign. 


Uiqaid scientists and research work- 
ers announced (dans to seal off main 
roads into Moscow and a newspaper 
warned diat one army garrisoa pus^ 
to the blink by wage delays and lack of 
food, was leacb^ to blo^ die Trans- 
Siberian lailw^ widi tanks. 

‘The govemmeik is in crisis." die 
business oewqiaper Kcxmneisant- 
DaOy said follow^ oemrist Deputy 
Rime Monster Alexander Sbokhin's 
decision to walk out on the govemmeid 
after Rimakov / ea p po in led liberal 
Rnanm Mmister Mikhnii Tadnmnv. 

Sbckfain biaerty criticised Zadornov, 
accusing him a key role in the efiets 
tive debt defeuk and loubk devaluation 
launched by the last gove rnm ent on 


August 1 7, and also hit out at Rimakov 
for dying to fuse oonfUcting political 
interests. 

“When di^ invited me into die gov- 
anraent diey clearly intended to use me 
as window dresring for the Wbst and so 
there was no question of my having any 
fnfliimni- in drafting die ^ivenunent 
progcanuiiB,’’ Siokhin told a news con- 
ference. 

Primakov is still snuggling to fomi a 
calnnet with broad support to combat 
tbe crisis. He was confirmed in office 
two weeks ago by the Gxiimunist-led 
paliament after it forced Ydtrin to dn^ 
a Nd to install ex-Remier \^ktor 
Gtemomynlia 

The fixmer fbreiga minister has 


assured the Wast that market reforms 
will go (HI, ternpeied with aid for iridus- 
tiy and the poor. 

He called SholdiiD's walkout “iiie- 
^lonsible," but said lus government, 
towards wtdch (be Communists have 
also been cooling rafridly. would not be 
weakened by it 

Yel^ “eiqxessed regret" at 
Shokhin's dedsion, a Kremlin 
spctesman said. 

Meanwlnle, fbimer Ydisn econorroc 
adviser Alexander Zivslots. seoi by 
some ^ysts as a posable r^lace-' 
merit for Sbcddun, said in a radio inter- 
view (hat Shdddn's walkout could 
damage Russia’s positicm at talks with 
its creditors. 


Tf f were him I would not have (kxie 
it because so many thirigs dqiended on 
him, including talks whh the VfesL In 
the end Zadornov is not a monster 
imposrible to deal widu" Livshits told 
El^ Moskvy radio. 

Yet there was still no word on who 
might lake over Shokhin's duties as 
depu^ premier in charge of finance and 
negotiations with intematkHial credi- 
uxs. 

Priraaltov seems no nearer to rssolv- 
blgdiflSxeocesbetweecfieeniazkecirb' 
eials like Zadornov, who favour a 
tighter iiKxiey policy, and Fust Deputy 
Prime Minister Yuri Maslyukov ard 
new central bank diirf VDctor 
Gerashchenko, who jrfay down the 


risks of inflatKHi and fevcxir printing 
cash to tame Russia's crisis. 

Foiedgn investors, who have suffered 
badly in Rusria this yea^ are anTipiis to 
see coherent plans to sent (xit the niBss 

On Steurday, Primakov set up a 
woddi^ group fbr talks wife investors 
on the future (^Russia's GKOTreasuiy 
Nils, whtdi were fixieen last month, 
news agencies quoted Zadornov as say- 
ing. 

The group win be heackd by Andrei 

Shqxivaiyants, who on Poday was 
appointed to ecoDorny iranisto' fiom 
first d^Hity. Zadornov said the group, 
of whi^ he is also part, expected to 
start talks with investors, doniestic and 
foreign, on TuesdtQr. 


Iran’s moderate turnaround on Rushdie sparks hardliners’ anger worldwide 


BRITISH WRTTER Salman 
Rushdie cannot affixd to let 
down his guard despite a deal 
betweoi London and Tehran 
over a leli^ous death (xdec, 
iiarri-line conservative oewsi»- 
pera in Iran sad SaDnd^. 

Rushdie's life is still in danger, 
(Hie new^nper said, and anoto 
ncAed feat a S2.S miUioD bounty 
for his execution wras still on 
offec 

But a catanet ininister laid to 
rest any dcxifats that tiie rkal 
anooun^ by die British and 
I ranian fixagn ministers in New 
Yoik on Thuesd^ had the fiiO 
hsHfing of an sections of the 
franlm govemmenL 

Defence Minisier Ali 
Shanikhanl .speaking to 


lepoiteis in Tehran, said* T do 
not think any change fin Iran's 
position] has taten place, bitt 
whatever has happened has been 
c onfirmed 1^ foe totalio' of the 
govefoment" Tdirai Radio 
lefened in a commentary to 
remarks 1^ Bntirii Fo^gn 
Secntaiy Robin Cook dissociat- 
ing the British government fiom 
Rushdie’s novel ‘The Satanic 
\ktses“ and its contents and said 
these remarks were made while 
Khomeini's verdict against the 
autixv was still effective. 

“The fact that Islamic and 
human values are raised teid sup- 
ported in the highest di[d(Hnatic 
levels is in itself a tag victoiy Ah' 
the M(jslirns and fix hurnanity in 
general" it said. 

Pakistani Islamic groups said 
Saturday that they were outraged 


that their western Muslim neigh- 
bour Iitei softened its st^ 
toward Rushdie. 

‘The Iranian brand of Islam 

has been exposed,** Sheikh 

Halrim , dlief tiS Swini fsla piist 
Sipah-e-Sahaba, or the 
Guardians d the Hiends of foe 
Prophet, told foe Assodatsd 
Re^ “According to Islam 
Rushdie is liable to deadi, but 
Iran is changing its stance for 
woddly gains." I ranian Rxeign 
Minister Kamal Kfaanari 
Thursday announced in New 
Y(Hk thu his country would dis- 
lanoe itself fiom a S15 million 
reward offered for Rushfoe. 

Rushdie, a Muslim birth, 
lauded Iran’s decision in London 
Friday, but said be neitiier sought 
an qxilogy or would give one. 

Several years ago seven peo- 


ple died in Paldstan during vio- 
lent {HOtests against Rushdie's 
book. 

The Iraniaa embassy in 
Paldsian m a statement Saturday, 
however, said foe verdkt of 
Ayatollah Khomeini still holds 
good and an insult to Islamic 
sanctities and values was not 
acceptable to its govemmenL 

Shefo Faridul Ikq, vice presi- 
dent of Jamiat Ulema-e- 
^kistan, a ri^ wing reli^<Nis 
par^ with representadcxi in 
Pakktan's Senate or Urmt 
I fouse of Parliamcnu said there 
was a consensus among all 
Muslim sects that Rushdie 
should be killed. 

“If Iran wifodraws its decision, 
this means the country is contra- 
dicting its fiuth and fundamental 
principles of Islam.'' he said. 


Saleem Qadri, a leader of hard- 
line Sunni Tdiiik, or Sunni 
MovemenL said a person 
involved in blasphemy has to be 
killed even he asks for paidon. 

Pakistan also has stria blas- 
phemy laws that impose the 
death peoal^ against anyone 
found ginliy of insulting Islam. 

“No (Hie can change a fatwa 
because h is in line to the Holy 
txx^ [the Koran]," said Qadn. 

Mimawar Hasan, general sec- 
retary of orthodox Jamaat-^ 
Islami, said ban's verdia was hs 
inteinal aSair. 

“But Rushdie has hint the feel- 
ings of Muslims all over the 
v^d and the British govem- 
ntent B trying to portray him as a 
hero, ff be been Uvxng here, 
we would have punished him 
according to our laws," he said. 


A leader of Shiite Tehrik-e- 
Jofrio, Allama Hussain Turratn. 
said Iran's statement was distort- 
ed by foe Wsstem media. 

“No one has a rigta to scrap a 
feiwa. Who ever indulges in 
blasphemy or leaves Islam mus t 
be kDled... there is no dispute 
about iL" he said. 

He said no one can challeDge 
Kfiomeini's decision, because he 
was foe supreme leader. 

Tt is responsilHli^ of every 
Muslim to kill Rushdie where 
ever he is found" said TlinabL 

A LcndcHi-based Muslim 
judge says an offender of (he 
Pn^ibet Mohammad such as 
British writer Sabnan Rushdie, 
should be IdSed by a true Islaiiiic 
suite and not by individuals. 

Sheikh ^nar Bakii a judge of 
the Sharia (Islamic law) court in 


Britain and leader of the Islamist 
group A] Muhajiioun, said the 
(^erider dioukl be killed even if 
herqiented. 

B^ was replying to a ques- 
ti(Ht about the veirikt on anyone 

who insults the FlopheL The 
questions and answera woe 
foxed to Reuters on Satunlay. 

His lespcHise said that anyone 
vAn insulted “foe Messeriger 

Mohanniad is to be killed by an 

Islamic authority, le. the Islamic 
state. However today, in the 

absence of a true Islamic iOate. or 
Khalifa, such captal punishment 
canna be inqiietnented tw indi- 
viduals." 

The death p^ty. Bakii 
added is to be carried out even if 
the offender “re pen ts and 
becomes the most pkws person 
on earth thereafter." 
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Frid^. The charity coniW 
ed die queen’s “intense 0" 
courageous posonal- involve: 
meuL" The award ft statue* 
by Danish artist . Per Ank^ 
and a cheque fix- $4,680, ^ 
be presented to the queen no 
Oaobo* 28 during an inttrito* 
tiooal conference on chOdses 
abuse in Cfopeobageo. ^ 
Children's Ri^us Rize 
created in 1995 to honour FT 
sons defending chOdte® 













